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2020 will go down as one of the most interrupting years, outside of world wars, that we have ev-
er experienced. It took a global pandemic to shut schools for two extended periods of time, 
known as ólock downsô, or for the students and staff, óflexible and remote learningô. The consen-
sus early during the first phase in term 2 was that it was a bit of a novelty for the students, they 
quite enjoyed the experience ï in the beginning! The gloss soon lost its shine and students 
could not wait to return to normal classes. That is, if greeting students wearing face masks and 
parents not allowed into classrooms was ónormalô. This was the case for the start of term 3. Sam 
Davis, Grade 4, wrote in his home learning reflections: óI hope we donôt have to do hat again!ô 
Low and behold we ended up having to endure a second phase of school closure at the start of 
term 3 which the students and parents battled through as the pandemic tightened its grip around 
the state. At this stage the students 
had spent more time at home than 
they had at school and finally as 
term 4 rolled around, school began 
to resemble something closer to nor-
mal. It was with significant relief that 
we were able to host parents at our 
end of year assembly ï although we 
had to cancel the traditional concert 
along with every other activity, ex-
cursion and camp throughout the 
year. 
 

I firstly would like to thank and 
acknowledge the amazing work from 
each family and you all did an amaz-
ing job helping our students with be-
ing organised and fronting up each 
morning for our zoom roll call during 
the home learning periods. The children are a very resilient lot, they have bounced back in re-
markable shape although we will not underestimate the impact and effect of forced isolation and 
being away from friends and loved ones for so long. To Alexia, I thank you for doing an amazing 
job ï thrust into the first home learning period as you were about to start class at the beginning 
of term 2.  You are a graduate in name only ï you have been a fantastic addition to our staff and 
have taken on a huge workload befitting an experienced hand. Iôd also like to thank Ebony, who 
left us halfway through term 4 and an amazing job with our students. We miss you and wish you 
all the best in your early childhood work in Melbourne. We welcome Melissa Durrant who will be 
taking over the role next year. To all of our other staff and support people the students and I 
would like to thank you for all that you do and make this school a special place to be. Tracey, 
Katie, Denise, Alan, and Drew thanks so much. I would also like to acknowledge the work of our 
school council, led by Trinity. We thank Sara, Sam, Erin, Jess and Amanda for your efforts in 
such a difficult year.  

I would like to wish Fianna, Riley and Kane, our graduating grade 6 students all the best in year 
7. Finally, to all of our students, who we put front and centre in everything we do ï we hope that 
you have a very enjoyable break over the summer and we look forward to resuming normal clas-
ses in 2021 placing 2020 well and truly in the rear view mirror! 

 

Brendan  

Elphinstone PS Principal.  
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! ǿƻǊŘ όƻǊ ǘǿƻύ ŦǊƻƳ aƛǎǎ 5ƛŎƪǎƻƴ 

L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ άǳƴǇǊŜŎŜŘŜƴǘŜŘέ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ƻǾŜǊǳǎŜŘ ǿƻǊŘΣ  

.ǳǘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƘŀŘΣ ƛǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛǎ ŀōǎǳǊŘΦ  

aȅ ŬǊǎǘ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ǎŎǊŜŜƴΣ  

LŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƎƻΣ LΩŘ ǎŀȅ άǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƻōǎŎŜƴŜΗέ  

 

L ŦŜŜƭ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ƭǳŎƪȅ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŦŀƭƭŜƴ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƧƻōΣ  

5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ ǊŜƳƻǘŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǿƘŜǊŜ L ǎǳǊŜƭȅ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀ ǎƭƻōΗ  

¢ƻ ōŜ ƳŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ƪƛŘǎ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǘΣ 

!ƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜ ǝƳŜǎΤ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ L ǿŀǎ ȅŜǘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘΦ  

 

L ǿŀǎ ƻǾŜǊǿƘŜƭƳƛƴƎƭȅ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ Ƨƻō ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŘƛŘΣ  

ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜ ǿŜ Ǝƻǘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǿŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ /h±L5 ǿŀǎ ΨƎƻǧŜƴ ǊƛŘΩΣ 

¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŀŘƭȅ ǊƻǳƴŘ ǘǿƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ 

²Ƙŀǘ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ǿƘƻ ƻǾŜǊŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎƪŘƻǿƴ ǇŀƛƴΗ  

 

!ǎ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ŀǎ ōŜŜƴΣ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ 

¢ƘŜǎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ 9ƭǇƘƛƴǎǘƻƴŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭȅ ǘƻǳƎƘΦ  

LΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƭŀǳƎƘǎ ŀƴŘ Ŧǳƴƴȅ ǝƳŜǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƭƛƪŜΣ  

²ƛǘƘ ŘŀƴŎŜ ǇŀǊǝŜǎΣ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻƴ-ǎǘƻǇ ŦǳƴΤ LΩƳ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŎΗ  

 

tŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǎƛŘŜΣ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀũ ǿƘƻ ƳŀŘŜ ƳŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΣ  

.ǊŜƴŘŀƴ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ǎǘŜŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǇΣ ǿƘŀǘ ōŜǧŜǊ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭƳΚ  

¢ǊŀŎŜȅΣ 9ōƻƴȅΣ YŀǝŜΣ 5ŜƴƛǎŜΣ 5ǊŜǿΣ !ƭŀƴΣ ŀƴŘ aŜƭƛǎǎŀ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΣ 

¢ƘŜȅ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǳǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΣ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎǝŎŀƭƭȅΣ L Ŏŀƴ ƎƭŀŘƭȅ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΦ  

 

hǳǊ ƎǊŀŘŜ ǎƛȄŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ƻƴΤ CƛŀƴƴŀΣ wƛƭŜȅ ŀƴŘ YŀƴŜΣ  

LΩƳ ǎƻ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ ōƛǧŜǊ-ǎǿŜŜǘƭȅ ǎŜƴŘ ǘƘŜƳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀȅΦ  

²Ŝƭƭ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƛƴ нлнлΣ LΩƳ ƎƭŀŘ ǿŜ ǎǝƭƭ ƘŀŘ ǎƻƳŜ ŦǳƴΣ  

.ǳǘ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΤ ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴ ōŜǧŜǊ нлнмΗ 

 

!ƭŜȄƛŀ 5ƛŎƪǎƻƴ 



/ƘŀǇƭŀƛƴΩǎ /ƻǊƴŜǊ 
 

 hǳǊ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ŦŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŜǎǎƻǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƻƊŜƴ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ 
Ƙŀǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ōŜŜƴ ǘǊǳŜ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /h±L5 ǎƛǘǳŀǝƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƛƳπ
ǇŜƭƭŜŘ ōȅ ŦŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀƴȄƛŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŜǎǎ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ŀ ŦƻǊŎŜ ŦƻǊ 
ƎƻƻŘΦ CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴǎ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎ ƻŦ ƘȅƎƛŜƴŜΣ ǘƻ ǊŜπ
ǎǇŜŎǘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΣ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƻƛŎŜǎ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ǘƻ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ƻǳǊ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ƛƴ ŦǊŜǎƘ 
ǿŀȅǎΦ  
 {ƻΣ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŀƭƭ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ΨƳƻǾŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǎƛǘǳŀǝƻƴǎΩ ƛŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǝƻƴΦ LŦ 
ǿŜ ƭƻƻƪ ōŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴ Ih² ǿŜ ŀŘŀǇǘŜŘΣ L ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜΣ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ 
ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǝŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǿ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻƳ ŀƴŘ ƎƭƻƻƳΣ Ƙŀǎ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ Ǉƻǎƛπ
ǝǾŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎ ǊǳƴΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ ǘƘƛƴƪΣ ƻǳǊ ŀǩǘǳŘŜΦ 
 wƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ȅŜŀǊ ǿƘŜƴ ƎǊŀŘŜ ǎƛȄ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
нлнмΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ŀ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǝƻƴ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ǊǳƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƭŀŘŘŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ŀǊŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǳǇ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿŜǎǘ ŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ 
ǘƘƛǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀƴ ŜȄŎƛǝƴƎ ǝƳŜ ƻŦ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǿ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎΣ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ƛƴŦǳǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ 
ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ŦŜŀǊΣ ǎǘǊŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴȄƛŜǘȅΦ Iƻǿ ǿƛƭƭ L ΨŬǘ ƛƴΚΩ ²Ƙŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΚ  ²Ƙŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŜȄǇŜŎπ
ǘŀǝƻƴǎΚ Iƻǿ ǿƛƭƭ L ŎƻǇŜ ǿƛǘƘ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ƳǳŎƘ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΚ ²ƛƭƭ L ŎƻǇŜ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ŘŜƳŀƴŘǎΚ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭƭȅ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ƛŦǎΦΦΦΚΩ 
 .ǳǘ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ǎǘǊŜǎǎ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƴŜƎŀǝǾŜΦ Lǘ ŘŜǇŜƴŘǎ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΦ 
CƛǊǎǘƭȅΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƭȅ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƭƛǧƭŜ ŀƴȄƛƻǳǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǝƻƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ ƴŜǿ 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜΦ {ŜŎƻƴŘƭȅΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ǎǘǊŜǎǎ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ 
ǿƛǎŜƭȅ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘƻ ȅƻǳ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ ¢ƘƛǊŘƭȅΣ ƛǘ ŜƴŀōƭŜǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ΨŬǘ ƛƴΩ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǝǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǎƛǝǾŜ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΦ CƻǳǊǘƘƭȅΣ 
ǎǘǊŜǎǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀƴ ƛƳǇŜǘǳǎ ŦƻǊ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƅŜŎǝƴƎΦ [ƛǎǘŜƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǝƻƴǎΣ ŀƴǝŎƛǇŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ 
ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΣ Ǉƭŀƴ ŀƘŜŀŘ ŦƻǊ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŀŘŀǇǘΣ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǊŜŀŎǘΣ ǿƘƻ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭπ
ƭƻǿ ǘƻ ƎǳƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǾƛǎŜ ȅƻǳΦ {Ŝǘ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅǎ ȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƳŀǘǳǊŜΦ 
 ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǝƻƴǎ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ǎƛȄŜǎ όŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΗύΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ 
ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƭƛǧƭŜ ƪƛŘǎ όŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎύΣ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǝƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƎǊŀŘŜ ǘǿƻΩǎ ŀǊŜ 
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