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2020 will go down as one of the most interrupting years, outside of world wars, that we have ev-
er experienced. It took a global pandemic to shut schools for two extended periods of time, 
known as ‘lock downs’, or for the students and staff, ‘flexible and remote learning’. The consen-
sus early during the first phase in term 2 was that it was a bit of a novelty for the students, they 
quite enjoyed the experience – in the beginning! The gloss soon lost its shine and students 
could not wait to return to normal classes. That is, if greeting students wearing face masks and 
parents not allowed into classrooms was ‘normal’. This was the case for the start of term 3. Sam 
Davis, Grade 4, wrote in his home learning reflections: ‘I hope we don’t have to do hat again!’ 
Low and behold we ended up having to endure a second phase of school closure at the start of 
term 3 which the students and parents battled through as the pandemic tightened its grip around 
the state. At this stage the students 
had spent more time at home than 
they had at school and finally as 
term 4 rolled around, school began 
to resemble something closer to nor-
mal. It was with significant relief that 
we were able to host parents at our 
end of year assembly – although we 
had to cancel the traditional concert 
along with every other activity, ex-
cursion and camp throughout the 
year. 
 

I firstly would like to thank and 
acknowledge the amazing work from 
each family and you all did an amaz-
ing job helping our students with be-
ing organised and fronting up each 
morning for our zoom roll call during 
the home learning periods. The children are a very resilient lot, they have bounced back in re-
markable shape although we will not underestimate the impact and effect of forced isolation and 
being away from friends and loved ones for so long. To Alexia, I thank you for doing an amazing 
job – thrust into the first home learning period as you were about to start class at the beginning 
of term 2.  You are a graduate in name only – you have been a fantastic addition to our staff and 
have taken on a huge workload befitting an experienced hand. I’d also like to thank Ebony, who 
left us halfway through term 4 and an amazing job with our students. We miss you and wish you 
all the best in your early childhood work in Melbourne. We welcome Melissa Durrant who will be 
taking over the role next year. To all of our other staff and support people the students and I 
would like to thank you for all that you do and make this school a special place to be. Tracey, 
Katie, Denise, Alan, and Drew thanks so much. I would also like to acknowledge the work of our 
school council, led by Trinity. We thank Sara, Sam, Erin, Jess and Amanda for your efforts in 
such a difficult year.  

I would like to wish Fianna, Riley and Kane, our graduating grade 6 students all the best in year 
7. Finally, to all of our students, who we put front and centre in everything we do – we hope that 
you have a very enjoyable break over the summer and we look forward to resuming normal clas-
ses in 2021 placing 2020 well and truly in the rear view mirror! 

 

Brendan  

Elphinstone PS Principal.  

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 



A word (or two) from Miss Dickson 

I know that “unprecedented” is an extremely overused word,  

But when you think about the year we’ve had, it really is absurd.  

My first day of teaching here was in front of a computer screen,  

If someone told me that a year ago, I’d say “that’s obscene!”  

 

I feel extremely lucky to have fallen into this job,  

Despite the days of remote learning where I surely looked a slob!  

To be met with such a great group of kids was really quite the treat, 

And in these strange times; the wonderful parents I was yet to meet.  

 

I was overwhelmingly impressed by the outstanding job students did,  

by the time we got back to school we thought COVID was ‘gotten rid’, 

Unfortunately this was not the case and sadly round two would come again 

What resilient children, who overcame the lockdown pain!  

 

As strange as the year as been, I can’t tell you quite enough 

These students here at Elphinstone are incredibly tough.  

I’ve had many laughs and funny times, with parents and students alike,  

With dance parties, singing and non-stop fun; I’m quite pleased to take the mic!  

 

Parents and students aside, I have to thank the staff who made me welcome,  

Brendan who has steered the ship, what better principal could be at the helm?  

Tracey, Ebony, Katie, Denise, Drew, Alan, and Melissa our new support, 

They helped us through the year, enthusiastically, I can gladly report.  

 

Our grade sixes are moving on; Fianna, Riley and Kane,  

I’m so pleased to have known them, and bitter-sweetly send them on their way.  

Well done to all in 2020, I’m glad we still had some fun,  

But let’s look forward to next year; an even better 2021! 

 

Alexia Dickson 



Chaplain’s Corner 
 

 Our greatest fears and stressors are often associated with the unknown. This 
has certainly been true this year, since much of the COVID situation has been im-
pelled by fear and unknown. However, anxiety and stress can also be a force for 
good. For example, the unknowns forced us to be more conscious of hygiene, to re-
spect social distance, to think about how our choices might impact others, to be 
more conscious of community, to appreciate our freedoms and relationships in fresh 
ways.  
 So, this year we’ve all had to ‘move though changing situations’ ie transition. If 
we look back and question HOW we adapted, I for one, know that the decision to 
focus on the possibilities and new opportunities rather than the doom and gloom, has had a more posi-
tive impact on my thinking. In the long run, it is about how we think, our attitude. 
 Right now is the time in the school year when grade six students are facing a new beginning in 
2021. They are in a different transition into the unknown. They are no longer on the top rung of the 
school ladder, but are preparing to take up their challenges again at the lowest ends of the school. While 
this can be an exciting time of growth and new opportunities, it can also be infused with a certain 
amount of fear, stress and anxiety. How will I ‘fit in?’ What about friends?  What will be the new expec-
tations? How will I cope with being in a much larger school with lots of different teachers? Will I cope 
with the academic demands? These questions are in addition to all the individually inspired ‘What ifs...?’ 
 But again, this kind of stress does not have to be a negative. It depends on how you think about it. 
Firstly, you can accept that it is perfectly normal to be a little anxious about transitioning to a new 
school, for reason of the above questions and more. Secondly, this kind of stress can serve to make you 
wisely careful about who you choose to be your friends. Thirdly, it enables you to take your time to see 
where you might ‘fit in’ and be a part of the productive and positive aspects of school culture. Fourthly, 
stress can be an impetus for listening and reflecting. Listen for the expectations, anticipate that changes 
and challenges will happen, plan ahead for how you might adapt, how you might react, who you will al-
low to guide and advise you. Set some character goals for the ways you might mature. 
 There are other transitions taking place in addition to the year sixes (and their parents!). Let’s not 
forget those little kids (and their families), who are entering school for the first time. The grade two’s are 
also transitioning from being the oldest of their current group to the youngest of the ‘bigger kids’. This 
means adapting to new expectations and to a different teacher. What about the current grade fives, who 
will transition to become the student leaders in the school? That will bring new responsibilities.  
 Whatever the group, the same double-impact applies to each of them....the excitement coupled 
with the stressors. The questions may differ slightly in each group, but a carefully considered attitude is a 
personal decision that remains crucial to how well we adapt. 
 On a more personal note, I want to offer my sincere best wishes to Fianna, Riley and Kane for your 
first year of secondary school and indeed for your futures. I would encourage you to be a force for empa-
thy, compassion and wisdom as you enter your new school communities. You have had a wonderful start 
to your education at Elphinstone Primary, which has prepared you well for this transition. Be encouraged 
by that. Importantly, your time at Elphinstone has not only been about academic learning, but about 
preparing you for lessons concerning what it means to live and learn within  a community..... the ‘give 
and take’ required to solve conflict and maintain respect for self and each other. Please stay in touch! I 

remain keenly interested in your progress.  
 To all the kids, mums, dads, carers and staff associated with our school, I hope that you have a tru-
ly productive and positive Christmas break. It has been a joy to work together this year and I look for-
ward to 2021. 
 
Denise Needham 

http://www.apple.com/au/




Congratulations Tegan on swimming in the district carnival! Tegan swam in the 50m Freestyle and Back-

stroke and she performed brilliantly. We look forward to seeing how she goes next year, after another 12 

months of squad swimming.  

At the start of the year we welcomed our new prep students to the school: Lisa, Greta, 

Billie and Romy. This probably wasn’t how they thought their first year of school would 

go, but they’ve done an outstanding job! 







REMOTE 

LEARNING 

Playing with Lego 

Playing with lego is fun. Making houses 
is fun. I watch ElliV toys on Youtube. 
Shes an awesome Lego maker and she 
helps me get my ideas on what to 
make. 

 

Eating fruit is fun, it makes you healthy 
and i like mandarins and cheese too 

 

Flowers are beautiful and so are uni-
corns. Birds are 
beautiful too 

 



On Saturday—By Adele  

 

On Saturday, Harley came to my house and I had a lot of fun! Harley & I  did a 

lot of things. We  spent most of the time outside. We jumped on the gee tramp 

and went for a bike ride. Mum rode her horse with some people and we saw 

the horses. Harley and I nearly got flattened by horse feet!  

I miss my school  

School is so cool 

Playing and learning is fun 

We have our lunch in the 
sun 

And then the day is done 

 

- By Lisa 

A cat had a cold 

So he went to the vet 

The cat was bald  

So he needed to get 

A heater for his cage 

To keep him warm  

He flew into a rage 

And out into the storm.   

- By Riley  

There was a big foot who 
was strong. 

 He never did anything 
wrong. 

 He lived in a friendly 
street   

And everybody had big 
feet. 

 

- By Aiden 

















Remote learning 2.0! 



Remote learning 2.0! 







VIRTUAL SCIENCE 





C O D I N G  

F U N 







Bike Riding at Walmer Forest 





Mrs Perry’s Farewell 

We held our afternoon tea for Mrs Perry and it was a 

fantastic way to honour, recognise and thank her for all 

that she has done over the 37 years at Elphinstone Pri-

mary. I even got a photo of her and a lovely cake pre-

sented by the Gardner family. Misty organised a farewell 

book that was filled to the brim with thank you messag-

es— a wonderful gesture, thank you to everyone who 

assisted.  



FAREWELL GRADE 6 STUDENTS! 

It is always a sad time to see off our grade 6 students, they have been at primary school for over half their 

lives, so relatively it is a very significant milestone for them. We farewell Fianna, Riley and Kane as they 

open up the next chapter in their lives.   

Fianna  
 
One of the most funniest moments would have to be when Mr Stewart was playing ‘2 papers’ with me 
and a couple of other kids. ‘2 papers’ is a game basically like hide and seek but when you get caught by 
Mr Stewart you have to pick up 2 bits of rubbish. So anyway let's get back to the funny part—we had Na-
than Reid as an alarm, we were hiding in the sports shed, so when Mr Stewart was coming he would 
make a noise then Mr Stewart came in and I jumped out of nowhere and scared the living daylights out of 
him and he dropped the S*** word! 

My best achievement was to be able to do a times table race with 25 questions in less than 30 seconds. 

I will miss all of the amazing teachers, students and parents. I will also miss all of the fun activities the 
school has done over all of my 7 years been at EPS. 

Thank you to all of the teachers, parents and students for supporting me and being there for me. I will 
especially like to thank my mum and dad for helping me through and supporting me through all of my ups 
and downs through primary school.   



Kane 

My funniest part was when me and other kids and 
Mr Stewart were playing soccer and Mr Stewart 
tripped on the ball and fell over and all the kids 
laughed at him and he still has the dirt stain on his 
coat. 

My best achievement was being able to do the 9 
time tables and now I can do them with ease. 

My fondest memories include learning new games 
and playing them with Mr Stewart, doing Energy 
Breakthrough and attending all of the camps.  

I will miss Mr Stewart and all the teachers from 
playing fun games to learning maths and literacy. I 
will miss seeing and playing with all the other kids 
at the school. 

I thank all the staff at EPS because of the way they 
taught me is the way I like it especially with the 
maths group.  

 
 
Riley  

My funniest moment is when we duct taped Mr 
Stewart to a water tank and threw water balloons 
at poor Mr Stewart! I bet Mr Stewart will never 
ever let anybody duct tape him to water tanks 
ever again. 

My fondest memory is when we were at cricket (a 
very long time ago) and we decided to take a pho-
to and when we took the photo and I smile so big 
that I had to close my eyes (which I regret taking 
now because I look like a clown). But I like the 
memory because it is the only cricket game I ever 
really liked. 

My best Achievement is annoying the music 
teacher with the help of another student. (not in 
a bad way) 

What I will miss is the crazy Students and wise 
teachers.  

I would like to say a massive thank you to my 
teachers, friends and family and a bigger thank 
you to my mum and dad for helping through the 
lock downs this year. 

 



BEFORE COVID 

AFTER COVID 


