Important Dates 2020:
TERM 2
June
Fri 26
End of Term 2, 2.30pm
TERM 3
July
Mon 13
Term 3 begins
Mon 24
School Council 4pm
August
Mon 24
School Council 4pm
Wed 26—Fri 28 Lady
Northcote camp for
Grade 3 and 4 (subject
to restrictions)
September
Fri 11
Walk To School Day
Mon—Fri
Swimming program
(TBC)
Thur 17
Life Ed Incursion
Fri 18
Term 3 ends

Dear Parents and carers
We have finally come to the end of a very different term and hopefully everyone
can take a deep breath and get some well earned family time over the next two
weeks. I am really proud of our students and how they have transitioned back
into our school environment and also Alexia and Ebony for their efforts over the
past 11 weeks. It was pleasing to see some slight easing of restrictions relating to
schools, particularly about camps and swimming, which are allowed, with certain
restrictions. At this stage we plan to attend the Lady Northcote camp as it is in
the one confined location. But we all know that getting ‘back to normal’ is a long
way off and things can change very quickly for better or worse.

Tomorrow is Out of School Uniform Day. All we ask for,
in return, is a gold coin donation to the charity State
Schools Relief. They assist students in need with
equipment and uniform which is a very worthy cause.
Please note that, as per normal, we will finish at
2.30pm tomorrow. This occurs at the end of each
term. (We conclude term 4 at 1.30pm)

PLEASE MAKE SURE
YOUR CHILD IS AT
SCHOOL BEFORE 9am
READY TO LEARN
Vital instruction is
often missed in the
first 10 minutes of the
day!
If you are late, please
sign in in the ‘sign in
book’, in the office.

@ElphinstonePS - follow us on Instagram!

CHAPLAIN’s CORNER
I was once a perfect parent. However, that was before I had kids!
Thankfully, I have discovered that parenting is never so simple.
My own children managed to bring out the very best in me, but sadly at
times, they also brought out the very worst. And that is just the way it is!
The reality is, parenting is one of the hardest roles we will ever encounter
and I wonder if any of us are ever really prepared for it. It doesn’t stop
just because we are tired or sick or overworked. We are dealing with developing lives, the future, the unrelenting and complicated interactions
and character mixes that make our children who they are and who they
will become. I have deep respect and gratitude for the people who mentored me as a parent, whether through personal contact, parentingbooks or other means. (By the way, there is no such thing as ‘the perfect
parent!’) I recall telling a bunch of 12 year olds, each of whom were the eldest child in their family, to
go easy on their Mums and Dads, because they too were only ‘12 year old parents’ and were still
learning how to do this most important role. Sometimes we need to go easy on ourselves too.
You’ve probably already guessed that most of my pre-parent opinions revolved around discipline. So, as a parent, I discovered that discipline and punishment are different. For example:Punishment seems more about what we do to a child. Discipline is what we do for the child. Punishment often takes place as a last resort, in the heat of the moment when we’re fed up and tired. Discipline is more effective when we respond earlier, think calmly and are ready to listen. Punishment
seeks to achieve control and compliance, often through threats or fear. Discipline seeks to achieve
change by teaching the understanding of alternative and healthy ways of responding out of which maturity through obedience can grow. Punishment can produce seething, long term resentment. Discipline produces mutual respect. Punishment denies forgiveness. Discipline welcomes the opportunity
to give it.
Yes, but surely there must be consequences I hear you say! Of course, but I truly believe the
best value in the implementation of consequence, is as a remembering and reflective tool that contributes toward genuine change.
Have a truly wonderful term break and leave a little space for yourselves.
Denise

At Elphinstone our purpose is underpinned by our three values:
Integrity - All members of the school community - students, staff, parents and carers - should strive to be of good
character, to be honest and truthful, to care for each other and have pride in what we do.
Responsibility- Each and every member of our school community should be accountable for their actions, effort
and behaviour.
Respect-We aim for inclusiveness and to show consideration, empathy, attentiveness and courtesy to others.

Chicken Coop
Dear Parents,
With the help of students, we are planning on building a
chicken coop at the school. Please let Brendan know if you
are able to contribute any of the following materials:
Treated pine for framing: any of 90 x 45, 70 x 45, 90 x 35,
70 x 35, 42 x 35
Weatherboards
Treated pine or hardwood posts 2.4m or 3m
Treated pine decking
Chicken wire
Wire mesh 25mm x 25mm mesh size
Colourbond corrugated iron
Laserlite corrugated polycarbonate sheets
From Alan Isaacs

Why did the boy throw a stick of butter out the window?
Because he wanted to see a butterfly!

