
Important Dates 2021: 
June 

Friday 11th 
Curriculum Day  
(Pupil Free) -  
school closed 
 
Monday 14th 
Queens Birthday  
Holiday— 
school closed 
 
Monday 21st 
School Council 5pm 
 
Thursday 24th 
Bendigo Science &  
Discovery Centre  
Excursion TBC 
 
Friday 25th 
End of Term 2 
 

July 
Monday 12th 
Term 3 begins 
 
Monday 26th 
School Council 5pm 
 
Wednesday 28th to 
Friday 30th  
Grade 3/4 Camp TBC 

August 
Mon 16 Science Week 
Mon 30 School Coun-
cil 5pm 

September 
Thur 9 Healthy Harold 
Incursion  
Fri 17 End of Term 3 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
The sudden week-long lockdown has once again halted any momentum within 
the school, and we wait on what easing of restrictions apply to schools with an-
ticipation. I would like to thank all of our parents and carers, along with our stu-
dents for adapting to Home Learning 4.0 with relatively short notice and under-
standing and appreciating the situation we all found ourselves in yet again. Both 
terms this year have been interrupted, but thankfully not for too long, unlike the 
extended periods we experienced in 2020.  
 
As if things couldn't get any worse, today we arrived at school to find that the 
power was out and several trees toppled over with the fierce winds overnight! At 
one stage Powercorp told us that the power would not be back on until 5.30pm, 
but thankfully the lights flickered back on at around 12.30. Thank you to you, our 
families, for keeping the students home, safe and warm until the power was re-
stored.  
 
Please note that tomorrow is a Curriculum Day, the school will be closed. It has 
always been on the calendar and could be confused with the state-wide curricu-
lum day called at short notice at the start of the latest lockdown. The day is allo-
cated to preparing student’s mid year reports and planning for semester 2.  
 

 

 
@ElphinstonePS  - follow us on Instagram! 



Assembly Reading Awards 

 

Billie received her 25 nights award 
this week. Well done! We have a few 

more awards coming up for students 
who have opted to wait to receive 

their award when assemblies are 
back to normal. As always, it’s great 

to see students doing lots of reading 
at home. 

At Elphinstone our purpose is underpinned by our three values: 

Integrity - All members of the school community - students, staff, parents and carers - should strive to be of good 
character, to be honest and truthful, to care for each other and have pride in what we do. 

Responsibility- Each and every member of our school community should be accountable for their actions, effort 
and behaviour. 

Respect-We aim for inclusiveness and to show consideration, empathy, attentiveness and courtesy to others.  

Home Learning 

Students did a great job of home 

learning once again. Above is Isabella 
and her scavenger hunt haul, and to 

the left is Gilbert searching for some 
natural items for Backyard Bingo. 



How do rockets work? 
During literacy this week students were given a writing task to de-
scribe how rockets work, using diagrams and explanatory sentenc-
es. The extension activity in the afternoon was to construct a rock-
et. Some students chose to make them out of cardboard and balsa 
wood while others decided to use ‘Blender’, a computer program 
that enables you to design 3D graphics, which could, in theory, be 
printed using a 3D printer!  



Home Reading 
 
Home reading is an extremely important routine for students to get back into in 2021. All students have 
received a home reading journal. These journals will be checked every Monday, but it is expected that 
they have the journal available every day to record reading at school with an adult. 
Students who achieve a milestone number of reading nights (25, 50, 75, 100 etc) will be acknowledged 
at assembly. Home reading can happen with a parent, relative, sibling, friend, or even by reading aloud 
to a pet—it’s all about practise and building confidence! 

Chaplain’s Corner 

 

During our well-being sessions at school, we have continued to examine the mean-

ing of integrity as one of the foundational values of our school.  

We have discussed other qualities of integrity:-  

• Integrity means making every effort to keep our word and to be reliable. 

• Integrity knows the difference between confidence and arrogance.  

• Integrity is able to show enough humility to acknowledge 

when we are wrong.  

• Integrity will always be ready to offer simple kindnesses 

wherever possible. 

• Integrity will recognise that we are learners and can never 

be in a position of ‘knowing it all.’ 

I have been encouraging the students to find their own personal 

stories to demonstrate their understanding of integrity issues 

and they have continued to engage in discussions with enthusi-

asm. This is about life-long development of character that is outworked at home, 

continues at school and then into the future and has a direct impact on individual 

and community mental health, co-operation and overall well-being. Again, this topic 

makes for interesting conversation at the dinner table.  

On another note, I am planning for the next Parent’s Hub, but I will wait until we get 

clearance from the current COVID restrictions before firming up a date. At this point, 

I am hoping that Monday 21st June (last week of term) might be a possibility. Stay 

tuned.  

Have a wonderful week.  

Denise 

 


