
Important Dates 2022: 
June 

Fri 3 Professional 
Practice Day—Pupil 
Free  
 
Thur 9 Castlemaine 
Library Visit 3/6  
 
Mon 20 School Coun-
cil Meeting 5pm 
Whole School Assem-
bly 3pm 
 
Tue 21 Cheeseburger/
sausage sizzle lunch 
day 
 
Fri 24 Prep-2 Tabloid 
Sports  Moved to Fri-
day Sept 2 

July 
Mon 11 Start of Term 
3 
 
Thur 28 Proposed 
school Mid Year Con-
cert/Performance. 
2.00pm 

August 
Wed 10—Fri 12 3/4 
Camp—Lady North-
cote (Bacchus Marsh)  
Fri 26 Curriculum 
day—Pupil Free (TBC) 

September 
Wed 7 School Photos 
Mon 12—Fri 16 Swim-
ming Program 
Fri 16 End of Term 3 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

Just a reminder that tomorrow is a pupil free day, it will be used for a combina-

tion of Professional Practice and report writing. 

 

This week, several students attended a Reconciliation event held in Castlemaine, 

attended by many students across the network schools. Harley, Nathan R, Adele 

and Azza discussed and shared their experience with the rest of the students 

when they returned, raising an awareness and understanding of their role in Rec-

onciliation action. Their thoughts are covered on the following page. 

 

We quickly put the money raised by the PEPS team during the cake/bake stall on 

election day to good use by purchasing new sets of early to mid primary readers. 

We sincerely thank all those who helped on the day and to those who contribut-

ed baked goods. 

 

Two ‘new’ events held last week were very successful, the Open Day and the  

‘Making friends with Worry’ parent session. It was wonderful to see new faces 

popping in to have a look at our school in the morning and our parents sup-

porting the mental health initiative after school. 

 

 
Elphinstone Primary School - Like us on Facebook! 

We care for and respect our school, and acknowledge the traditional owners of 
the land on which we learn and play, the Dja Dja Wurrung People.  

Students meeting Mary-Anne Thomas, our local state MP last week as she talked to the 
students and inspected the toilet block refurbishment funded through her government.  



RECONCILIATION WEEK ACTIVITIES—BE BRAVE—MAKE A CHANGE 
 
On Tuesday four members of our Junior School Council, with Miss Dickson, attended a Reconciliation session at 
Castlemaine along with many student representatives of other schools in our network. When they returned they 
talked to the rest of the students about their experience and the purpose of attending such an event. Here is 
what they had to say: 
 
We listened to a Dreamtime story about a microbat, a wedge tail eagle named Waalitj and a crow called Waa. 
The story's moral was to be brave and be open to change. We were invited because we are the people that will 
be open to change and we can make things happen. Azza    
 
Reconciliation week is a time for all Australians to learn our shared history and say sorry to the Aboriginal people 
for what has been done. Reconciliation week is between 27 of May to 3 of June. We were selected to go because 
we formed the older students in our Junior School Council. Harley 
 
They used this stuff called ochre which is made out of a special dust and water. Maya put dots on Hayley and my  
face and said to us “care for the earth and how it sees you and how you see it,” as she said that it made me re-
ally calm. And put me in touch with my spirit.  Adele 
 
We learnt about Reconciliation and what it means. We did finger painting using ochre and I tried to draw a tree. 
It was done in the way aboriginal people would have done it in the past. Nathan Reid 



HOW TO WASH A POSSUM  
Materials: 

 Shampoo 

 Bath 

 Towel 
 
1. Get the possum and fill the bath 

with warm water. Put the sham-
poo in the bath. 

2. Scrub the belly of the possum, 
the tail and the back. 

3. Rinse the possum and turn off 
the tap. 

4. Get the towel and rub it dry. 
5. Put it back in bed. 
 
Billie  

HOW TO WASH A GUINEA PIG  
Materials: 

 Bath tub 

 Soap 

 Towel 

 Scrubbing brush 
 
1. Get a guinea pig. 
2. Put it in the bath and put soap on 

the brush. 
3. Put the brush on it and rub the 

brush around and around. 
4. Get it out of the bath 
5. Scrub it with a towel 
 
Gilbert 

HOW TO WASH A RAVEN 
Materials: 

 Small bath 

 Shampoo 

 Conditioner 

 Small Brush 

 Small Towel 
 
1. Fill the bath with water 
2. Put the raven in the bath 
3. Use the shampoo and conditioner 

on the raven then scrub it all in. 
4. Rinse it off. 
5. Get the raven out of the bath. 
6. Dry the raven with a towel. 

 
Greta 

HOW TO WASH A GRIFFIN  
Materials: 

 Towel 

 Soap 

 Broom 

 Bath 

 Shampoo 
 
1. Get a griffin. 
2. Try to get the griffin in the bath tub and fill 

the bath tub with water. 
3. Scrub with soap, shampoo and conditioner 

using the broom/ 
4. Rinse all the shampoo and conditioner off. 
5. Get a big towel and dry the griffin. 
6. Keep the griffin as a pet. 
 

Romy 

HOW TO WASH A CAT  
Materials: 

 Bath 

 Water 

 Soap 

 Shampoo 

 Towel 
 
1. Fill the bath with water 
2. Put soap in the bath 
3. Get the cat in the bath by lifting it 
4. Put shampoo all over the cat and rub it 

in 
5. Wash out the shampoo and get the cat 

out of the bath. 
6. Dry the cat. 
 
Lisa  

Procedure Texts: 
How to wash a … 



Making Friends With Worry Program 
 
It was fantastic to see a large number of parents coming along to the after school session last week, the main 
purpose was for parents to understand what the students have been learning in class and to have shared con-
versations with their children, particularly when stress and worry creeps in to their daily lives. 
Here is what some students had to say: 
 

I learnt some breathing strategies such as ‘Star breathing’. We do these so we can not get so 
angry and listen to our body and brain.  -Sam 
 
When you get worried, like trying to make friends things can happen in your body like getting 
jelly legs and butterflies in your tummy. We learnt about some of the changes that happen 
when this happens.—Nathan P 
 
We learnt how we can control and understand emotions. We had some cards that had differ-
ent exercises to calm us down. One of them was the Bumble Bee Breath, which slowed down 
your breathing and calmed you down. We learnt that the part of your brain that controls your 
emotions (Amygdala) can trigger Flight, Fright or Freeze, can be controlled by using the other 
part of your brain, the thinking side (Cerebral Cortex)  - Nathan R 
 

PEPS fundraising  
Thank you to all the volunteers and helpers at the cake stall at the recent election, your funds have 
gone towards sets of reading books for the literacy classes! 



The Pony Pals - by Adele 
 

Up over the hill is a field full of fresh green grass and an old bath full to the rim of cold water and a herd of horses 
called dusky, diesel, skittles and piper the foal. But there is a problem. Their owner is really mean, so they went 
on a mission to escape so they jumped the fence and galloped away. They stopped once they were further 
enough away from the farm. 
 “I can not believe that he would treat us like that. He whipped us, didn't feed us properly and mostly didn’t get the 
saddle fitted” said skittles. 
“Except that spoiled chestnut,” grumbled dusky.  
 

Dusky is black, she is a thirteen hand pony with four hooves as black as night. She is very cheeky but not the 
skinniest. She likes to be naughty, but most of the time she is good and used 
to jump grade 2 wow! That is big. Diesel is a 15.02 black as night with the 
movements with slice. Skittles is a pinto horse and is the boss of the herd 
and is as beautiful as they go! Piper is the foal of the herd is quite cute and is 
one year old and really sweet and kind.  
 
“We will not be going back there,” said Skittles.  
“Where will we stay now?” asked Piper. 
“There is a farm up the hill!” Yelled Dusky. 
“Let's go up a bit so the farmer can see us,” said Diesel 
“Hey Cookie ( the farmer's dog) come help me round up these horses to get 
them in the barn so I can look after them and keep them forever from that 
rascal of a farmer over the hill,” said the farmer. 
The barn is a really nice clean organised place and stables full of straw. 

The Boy Who Said ‘Shark!’ 
 
By Azza 
 
 One day a boy called Henry was  swimming and he yelled “Shark! Shark!”  
Everyone came running over but there was no shark. “Don't lie little boy,” a man said.  
Henry had short brown hair and he was missing five teeth. He was freakishly tall. Henry 
had long fingers. He was a nice person but a prankster and he liked doing it. 
 
The next day he came to the beach. The beach  had soft sand and chairs scattered. It 
had a hotel on the side where there were lush palm trees and rocks in the ocean. The ho-
tel had huge blue windows and five sandcastles. Behind it had a road with bright yellow 
stripes. The sand was scattered everywhere. The hotel had ninety five floors. 
 
He yelled “Shark! Shark!`` Everybody came rushing over but there was no shark. “Don't 
lie little boy,” said the man. The next day Henry was swimming and actually saw a mas-
sive shark. He. “Yelled! Shark!” No one came. He swam back yelling “Shark! Shark!” 
The people looked and there was no shark. Henry went home and he was safe. And 
lucky. That's the last time Henry will ever lie about a shark. 
 
 
Don't lie or you’ll be in  
this mouth! 
 

The following stories (narratives) were written during literacy sessions, looking at students developing characters 
and settings that are often overlooked. They may seem a little disjointed but you can see the extra effort that 
has gone into their work. I will include several more over the next newsletter or two………. 



PEPPA AND THE DRAGONS by Harley 
 
One day a girl went to a market with her friend. Her name was Peppa and her friend's 
name was Jemma. Peppa had long black hair, brown eyes and wore quite plain 
clothes. She is about 5’3 she has a great personality, but keeps close to friends. Jem-
ma, on the other hand, is a very colourful person and is very very loud.  
  
Ok back to where we were……, so when she was shopping Peppa found a beautiful 
Chinese bracelet with a red and blue dragon on the yin yang symbol so she bought it. 
Jemma bought a painting. They then said goodbye and went back to their own hous-
es. 
 
Peppa’s house was quite a normal house, it had two storeys, and her room was on 
the second floor. It had a nice bed, a desk and light brown carpet. The house had a 
small cottage garden in the front yard.  
 
Peppa put her bracelet on and showed her parents, they liked it and so did she. Later 
on at around 10.30pm she went to sleep.  
 
The next day she woke up and put her bracelet on and walked downstairs, but then it 
fell off her wrist and the glass broke. She was quite upset, but then, all of a sudden, a 
blue and a red dragon sprung out of the bracelet - they were huge! One of the drag-
ons said  
“Hi, I’m Blue”  
The other one said “Hi, I, Red”.  
Then Blue explained “we are the two dragons from your bracelet and we are here to 
teach you a few things about life.”  
“Come hope on my back” said the Red dragon.  
They took her on an adventure around the city and Peppa asked “where’s the life les-
son?”, The Blue dragon replied “ you have to appreciate life and everything it gives 
you, no matter what the circumstance”.  
Then Red Dragon then added, “Life is short, live it well”.  
Peppa listened to their wise words and she felt changed. The two dragons dropped 
her home, fixed the bracelet and disappeared back into it. 
 


