
Important Dates 2021: 
May 

 
 
Thur 27 Bush Foods 
Incursion and Wel-
come to Country cere-
mony 
 
Fri 28th 
Grades Prep to 2  
Tabloid Sports  
Excursion CANCELLED 

June 
 

Fri 11 Curriculum Day 
(Pupil Free) - school 
closed 
 
Mon 14 Queens  
Birthday Holiday—
school closed 
 
Mon 21st - 
School Council 5pm 
 
Thurs 24th 
Bendigo Science &  
Discovery Centre  
Excursion 
Fri 25 End of Term 2 
 

July 
 
Mon 12 Term 3 begins 

Dear Parents and carers, 
 
I write this on this Thursday morning with the impending doom of another likely 
lockdown, something that we have become quite used to over the past 15 months. 
As usual, we will hit the ground running with devices sent home and work will con-
tinue remotely. A separate note and follow up text/emails will clarify the situation 
Today we held our first Welcome to Country with a Smoking Ceremony, conducted 
by Rhianna, a Dja Dja Wurrung Traditional Owner in front  of our newly erected 
flagpoles. Following that we were fortunate to have Ira teach the students about 
bush food  with planting and cooking bush foods. We thank Sam Downing for her 
efforts organising this through DELP including funding for the incursion. 
 
We would also like to thank  Erin, Jack, Sam and Tim along with their children for 
coming into school last weekend to construct the chicken shed, which was donated 
by the Downie family, and prepare the garden for our bush food incursion. The Pal-
di-Johnson family have kindly donated three chickens which have settled in nicely 
into their new enclosure including the roost that they whipped up! 
 
On Monday we were treated to 
the ‘Cruise Express R761’ steam 
train passing through the 
Elphinstone Station on it’s way 
back to Melbourne. The train ar-
rived right on time and we de-
lighted in the whistle sounding as it 
passed a group of very enthusias- tic 
students.  
 
 

 
@ElphinstonePS  - follow us on Instagram! 



Assembly Reading Awards 

Reconciliation Day 
 

Reconciliation day is on the 27th of May.  
Reconciliation means Acknowledging the Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people as the first people of 
the land. 
 

We had a Smoking Ceremony. There was a small fire 
and there were some leaves that created smoke that 
we got cleansed with as well as a Welcome to the 
Country. This school has never had a proper welcome 
to the country. A Welcome to a Country is where the 
Traditional Owner, Aboriginal or Torres Strait has 
been given permission to welcome the “visitors” into 
the Aboriginal traditional land.  
 

We are going to be cooking some bush food. 
And we planted some plants like chocolate lilies, flax 
lilies, matt rush, midyim berry. ect. 
- Tegan 



Defibs for local schools! 
Community Bank Maldon & District have funded an AED (defibrillator) for Elphinstone Pri-
mary School.  The Community Bank model means that profits the Bank make are given 
back to the community – by way of grants, sponsorships and projects.  The Defibs for 
Schools is just one of the ways they are doing this. 
Community Health Nurse Bronwyn Grieve from CHIRP has worked closely with the Com-
munity Bank throughout this project.  Bronwyn has been on a mission to ensure that defibs 
are accessible across our Shire and is working with Ambulance Victoria to map all the de-
fibrillators in our Shire.   
“The announcement from the Community Bank to fund one for so many local schools just 
blew me away” said Bronwyn. “These items are expensive so thanks to everyone who 
banks with Community Bank Maldon & District for making this happen.” 
Community Bank Maldon & District Manager Adam Balzan stated the Bank “really try to 
focus on what is needed in the community and we thank Bronwyn and the broader com-
munity for alerting us to this serious gap in emergency medical support”.    
Defibs will be installed so that they are accessible to the public 24 hours a day and will be 
registered with Ambulance Victoria. 

On Monday the 25th of May, we went down to the level crossing in anticipation of the 
R761 steam engine. We crossed the level crossing to see it with a better view. As it 
turned out, there were actually TWO engines! After world WW2, there was a need to 
replace the A2 986 locomotives with new 4-6-4 locomotives. The new locomotives were 
given the running numbers, R700, R769, R702 and R703. These new locomotives en-
tered service in 1951. Then, in 1952, on a ship named the Helenus, the R761 arrived in 
Australia and entered service on 9th May. It was allocated to Ararat and spent long peri-
ods in storage and occasionally saw service until it was pulled from the tracks. In 1970 
the design was overhauled and made available for use on special trains. In 1974 it be-
came the final R class to run in VR service, hauling the vintage train from Melbourne to 
Bacchus Marsh before being finally withdrawn, ending 120 years of Mainline steam op-
eration in Victoria.—Leo 



At Elphinstone our purpose is underpinned by our three values: 

Integrity - All members of the school community - students, staff, parents and carers - should strive to be of good 
character, to be honest and truthful, to care for each other and have pride in what we do. 

Responsibility- Each and every member of our school community should be accountable for their actions, effort 
and behaviour. 

Respect-We aim for inclusiveness and to show consideration, empathy, attentiveness and courtesy to others.  

CLUBS ARE BACK! 

Lego Club 

Drama Club 

Garden Club 
Cooking Club 



Primary School Attendance 
Going to school every day is the single most important part of your child’s educa-
tion. Students learn new things at school every day – missing school puts them be-
hind.  
 

School is better when your child is there 
Why it’s important  

We all want our students to get a great education, and the building blocks for a great education begin with students coming to 
school each and every day. 
If students miss school regularly, they miss out on learning the fundamental skills that will set them up for success in the later 
years of school. 
There is no safe number of days for missing school – each day a student misses puts them behind, and can affect their education-
al outcomes. 
Each missed day is associated with progressively lower achievement in numeracy, writing and reading. 

Getting in early 

Attendance patterns are established early – a child regularly missing days in kindergarten or in the early years of school will of-
ten continue to miss classes in the later years, and receive lower test scores than their classmates.  
It’s vital that students go to school every day – even in the early years of primary school.  

In Victoria school is compulsory for children and young people aged 6 -17 years 

Student Absences 

The main reasons for absence are: 
Sickness – There are always times when students need to miss school, such as when they’re ill. It’s vital that they’re only away 
on the days they are genuinely sick, and developing good sleep patterns, eating well and exercising regularly can make a big 
difference. 
Family holidays - It's vital that holidays are planned during school holidays where possible, and not during the term. If you are 
planning to go on holiday during term time, make sure that you talk to your child’s school in advance, and work with them to 
develop an absence learning plan. 
“Day off” – Think twice before letting your child have a “day off” as they could fall behind their classmates – every day counts.  
Truancy – This is when students choose not to go to school without their parent’s permission. There can be many reasons for 
truancy. The best way to address this is for schools and parents to work together. 

School refusal - School refusing children will experience significant emotional distress not only when going to 
school but also at the thought of going to school; they may be absent from school for weeks or even months at a time. 
School refusal differs from truancy as children generally stay home with the knowledge of the parents and despite 
their best efforts to encourage their child to go to school. See: My child or teenager has anxiety 
Being away from school for one day a fortnight equals missing 1.5 years 
over 13 years of school 
If your child is away 

If for any reason your child must miss school, there are things you can do with your school to ensure they don’t fall behind: 
Inform the school 

 Speak with your child’s classroom teacher and find out what work they need to do to keep up. 

 Develop an absence learning plan with your teacher and ensure your child completes the plan. 

Remember, every day counts. If your child must miss school, speak with your classroom teacher as early as possible. 
Openly communicating with your child's school about all absences is a good way to prevent attendance issues being escalated to 
a School Attendance Officer. A School Attendance Officer is a Department of Education and Training Regional Director who 
has authority to follow up attendance issues. Chronic or ongoing attendance issues that are escalated can lead to an Infringement 
Notice being issued to parent/s.  
If you’re having attendance issues with your child, please let your classroom teacher know so we can work together to get your 
child to school every day. 

Top attendance tips for parents 

 Schools want to work in partnership with parents – act early if you have any concerns by contacting your 
child’s school and asking for advice and support 

 Remember that every day counts 

 There is no safe number of days for missing school – each day a student misses puts them behind, and can 
affect their educational outcomes and their social connectedness 

 Talk positively about school and the importance of attending every day 

 Open and prompt communication with your child’s school about all absences is a good idea  

 Avoid making routine medical and dental appointments during the school day or planning family holidays dur-
ing the term 

 Seek help from your school if you are concerned about your child’s attendance and wellbeing. Schools want to 
work in partnership with parents to support student attendance and wellbeing. 

https://edugate.eduweb.vic.gov.au/collaboration/cdteam/projectdocs/Attendance%202017/Attendance%20-%20final%20web/Parent%20factsheets/My%20child%20or%20teenager%20has%20anxiety.docx


Chaplain’s Corner 

I was a perfect parent!  However, that was before I had kids!  

 Thankfully, I soon discovered that parenting is never so simple. My own chil-

dren managed to bring out the very best in me, but sadly at times, they also 

brought out the immature child in me. And that, is just the way it is! The reality is, 

parenting is one of the most intense and demanding roles we will ever encounter 

and I doubt very much that any of us are ever really prepared for it. We are dealing 

with developing lives, the future, the unrelenting and complicated interactions and 

character mixes that make our children who they are and who they will become.  

 Today we had our first Parent’s Hub at school and we 

talked about some key issues raised in a book called 

‘Growing Yourself Up’ by Dr Jenny Brown. In a nutshell, 

she challenges us towards maturity as we too empower 

our kids toward the same. We specifically looked at ‘The 

Worry Cycle’ and how that impacts the dynamic of family 

relationships and beyond. 

 I loved having the opportunity to hear from some of 

you and to share our collective wisdom/ignorance. A big 

‘Thankyou’ to those who came and participated so openly. 

It has been suggested that we do Parent Hub once a 

month and with a view to being flexible about which day, 

so that those who find Wednesdays difficult because of 

other commitments, can also participate if they wish. I’m very happy to accommo-

date.  

Let me know what you think. 

Have a great week! 



Uniform  
 

We still have some items of non-compulsory uniforms for sale in various sizes. 
 

Skorts  $14  
Shorts  $15 
Cargo Pants $18 
Dress   $15 

 
Please see Kylie or Tracey (Tuesday only) to purchase above stock. 
 
If you would like to order uniform items please fill in order form below or forms are  
available at the office foyer. 
 


