
Important Dates 2020: 
 
TERM 2 
 
June 
 
Tue 9 
Grade 3, 4 5 and 6 stu-
dents resume classes 
on site 
 
Mon 22  
School Council 4pm 
 
Fri 26  
End of Term 2, 2.30pm 
 
July 
Mon 13 Term 3 begins 
 
September 
Fri 18 Term 3 ends 
 
 
 

Dear parents and carers                                                                                                              
This  Tuesday was a day that we have been looking forward to for sometime, and I cer-
tainly know our parents have been too! Finally classrooms were back together and face 
to face teaching could commence for everyone. The students were nervous to start but 
the overwhelming response was relief and gratitude. We have another two weeks be-
fore the term break and we will make the most of the limited time we have until Term 2 
finishes and Term 3 starts.  

Once again THANK YOU for your patience, support, understanding and efforts over 

the past 8 weeks.  

For your information DET has tight protocols in place for Managing a suspected or con-
firmed case of coronavirus (COVID-19)                                                                                     
The Department has procedures in place with the Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices to manage suspected or confirmed cases of coronavirus (COVID-19) in schools.    
My role as principal of the school will be to contact the Department of Human Services 
and DET central office to activate the established procedures if a student or staff mem-
ber is a confirmed case has been in close contact with a confirmed case. DHHS defines 
‘close contact’ as someone who has either had at least 15 minutes of face-to-face con-
tact with a confirmed case of coronavirus (COVID-19) or shared a closed space for more 
than two hours with someone who is a confirmed case. If a school has a confirmed case 
of coronavirus (COVID-19), the Department will work with the school to undertake a 
deep clean and the school will be made operational as soon as possible. If you have any 
questions please contact me.  

 

PLEASE MAKE SURE 
YOUR CHILD IS AT 

SCHOOL BEFORE 9am 
READY TO LEARN 

Vital instruction is 
often missed in the 

first 10 minutes of the 
day! 

If you are late, please 
sign in in the ‘sign in 
book’, in the office. 

 
@ElphinstonePS  - follow us on Instagram! 

It’s great to be back!!!!! 



We used scales for maths. 

Students collected fallen 
leaves from the school 

grounds and  

We mixed 
oil, water 
and food 

colouring to 
make mar-



Learning a new language! 
We have begun our first steps in learning a new language—Auslan! With the retirement of Nina we are 
unable to continue to run our LOTE (Language other than English) Italian program. We have decided to 
try Auslan, something that has featured heavily in Government and Emergency Services messaging seen 
on television over the past 6 months with the bushfires and now COVID-19. We are all going to learn it 
together and students were very enthusiastic in our first session. Ask them if they know any sign lan-
guage, like “Hello, my name is…” 
After COVID restrictions are eased, we plan to invite any interested parent in if they would like to learn 
with us. We are timetabling it for Thursday from 2.45pm—3.30pm.  
 

Friday Dance class! 



Chaplain’s Corner 
As a young mother of small children years ago, some people said me, “Wait 
till they get to be teenagers. Then you’ll know what trouble looks like!” Be-
ing the sometimes contrary person that I am, I decided that if I were to take 
that seriously, I would probably end up parenting my  teenagers by expecting 
the worst from them, just waiting for the time when it would all breaks loose! 
That amounts to parenting out of fear! So, that initial comment became the 
impetus for making a conscious decision to do all in my power to enjoy par-
enting my teenagers. One of the great lessons I learned along the way, was 
the difference between ‘telling’ and ‘empowering.’ I had spent early years 
with my little ones telling them to ‘pack up their toys,’ ‘clean their teeth,’ 
‘ask respectfully,’etc etc.  As they grew, I realised that my parenting needed 
to adjust into a more empowering mode. This simply meant adopting a more 
conscious effort to affirm the qualities I saw in my children. By watching out 
for behaviour that demonstrated  qualities like responsibility, gratitude, com-
passion, wise decision making, thoughtfulness, integrity, fairness, respect, un-
selfishness, etc I was able to speak into the child’s life what I was seeing, en-
abling them to feel mature, which then encouraged them to act maturely. 
Here at Elphinstone Primary, I have heard teachers doing exactly this. There 
is so much more to teaching than delivering the curricu-
lum. I want to affirm that teachers here are into empower-
ing and stretching kids towards maturity. Teamwork be-
tween parents and teachers at this level is a powerful in-
fluence in every child’s life and a ‘healthy community 
maker’ of the highest order. Good on ya! 
Two quotes I found recently. 
 “Poise – the art of raising the eyebrows instead of the 
roof.” 
“The basic fact about a conversation is that it is a partner-
ship, not a rivalry.” 
 
Have a great week!  
Denise 

It looked like “Ride 
to School Day” a 
couple of Fridays 
ago! Let’s hope 
that catches on—
especially when 
the better weather 
of Spring is upon 
us. 



III Picture Story 

By Leo 

          
                             

The Invincible Cow Called Jeff 

 Written by Some Random Kid Called Leo 

One day a cow named. . . . Uh, um, Jeff! Yes. So Jeff was standing in a field one day, eating 
grass and pooping when a humongous tornado hit! He went flying going “Moooooooo!” 
(Translation: HEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEELLLLLLLLLLLLLLLPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP). The 

farmer came out of the shed to see Jeff flying around in circles (still mooing) then it stopped 
and Jeff fell out of the tornado and hit the ground. He got up and continued eating grass. 

“Moo” (Translation: that was eventful). Then a tsunami hit! Did I mention that the farm was 
next to an ocean? Well, it was. The tsunami hit the farm and swallowed Jeff. “well there 
goes the invincible cow” The farmer said. “Moo” (Translation: Incoming!!!!). Jeff the in-

vincible cow was spat out of the tsunami. The Tsunami backed off. “Splash!” (Translation: 
Ew, that cow tasted bad, man). And it sunk into the dam. The dam promptly overflowed. 

Now all that was left was a shocked farmer and a very, water-soaked invincible cow. 

“Moo”-End. 

 

 

DONALD TRUMP IS A GUY WHO CONTROLS AMERICA BUT CANT BECAUSE HE IS ALLWAYS COP-
YING OTHER COUNTRIES. ONCE DONALD TRUMP FOUND A MOTORBIKE. SO HE GOT ON THE 
MOTORBIKE. TO BAD HE DOESN'T KNOW HOW TO RIDE A MOTORBIKE. HE CANT EVEN START IT 
THAT'S HOW BAD HE IS. So ABOUT 6 MONTHS LATER HE FINALLY GOT IT STARTED. BUT HE 
DOESN'T KNOW HOW TO PUT INTO GEAR. SO ABOUT ANOTHER 6 MONTHS LATER HE GOT IT 
INTO GEAR. HE CANT LET THE CLUTCH OUT THOUGH SO ABOUT A MONTH LATER HE GOT THE 
CLUTCH OUT. BUT HE KEPT CRASHING IT INTO TREES AND KEPT HURTING HIMSELF. HE DIDN'T 
EVEN HAVE A HELMET ON. SO ABOUT 1 YEAR LATER HE GOT A HELMET. BUT THAT DIDN'T AF-
FECT HIS RIDING, IT WAS JUST A LOT SAFER TO RIDE. SO ABOUT A YEAR LATER HE FOUND A 
PLAYSTATION4 HE IS ALWAYS GAMING. BUT HE WAS MEANT TO BE CONTROLLING AMERICA. 
BUT TO BAD HE DIDNT EVEN KNOW HOW TO PLAY THE PS4. BUT HE THE PRESIDENT OF AMERI-
CA AS WELL. SO EVERY DAY HE WAS ON THE PLAYSTATION AND DIDN’T CARE ABOUT AMERICA 
SO HE GOT FIRED FROM BEING PRESIDENT. BUT HE DIDN'T CARE. HE JUST KEPT PLAYING UN-
TIL HE SAID “I GOT THIS NOW” SAID DONALD TRUMP BUT HE DIDN’T REALLY HE WAS JUST BE-
ING SARCASTIC. 

THE END 

My 3 random 
picture story 
by Kane! 



 





Chicken Coop 
Dear Parents, 
With the help of students, we are planning on building a 
chicken coop at the school. Please let Brendan know if you 
are able to contribute any of the following materials: 
 
Treated pine for framing:  any of  90 x 45,  70 x 45,  90 x 35,  
70 x 35,  42 x 35 
Weatherboards 
Treated pine or hardwood posts 2.4m or 3m 
Treated pine decking 
Chicken wire 
Wire mesh 25mm x 25mm mesh size 
Colourbond corrugated iron 
Laserlite corrugated polycarbonate sheets 

From Alan Isaacs 



At Elphinstone our purpose is underpinned by our three values: 

Integrity - All members of the school community - students, staff, parents and carers - should strive to be of good character, to be honest 
and truthful, to care for each other and have pride in what we do. 

Responsibility- Each and every member of our school communty should be accountable for their actions, effort and behaviour. 

Respect-We aim for inclusiveness and to show consideration, empathy, attentiveness and courtesy to others.  

Why did the boy throw a stick of butter out the window? 
Because he wanted to see a butterfly! 


