Important Dates 2020:
TERM 2
May
Mon 25
Pupil free day
(students not required
to attend remote classes)
School Council 4pm
Tue 26
Prep, Grade 1 and 2
student resume classes on site
Fri 29th
Application for Yr 7
placement 2021 forms
DUE to Elphinstone
Primary School
June
Mon 8th
Queens Birthday Holiday
Tue 9
Grade 3, 4 5 and 6 students resume classes
on site
Mon 22
School Council 4pm

Dear Parents, I’ve included the latest update from the Education Department on the
gradual return to school and want to ensure you that our school will follow all protocols
including enhanced cleaning and daily disinfecting of common touch surfaces and objects. Parents are reminded that social distancing restrictions must be adhered to
around the school including the front gate. Please note that Monday is a designated
state-wide pupil free day for all students. Look forward to seeing the Prep, 1 and 2 students Tuesday!

A staged return for all students
From Tuesday 26 May, all Prep, Grade 1 and Grade 2 students will return to on-site
schooling at government schools. The time between 12 May and a pupil free day at all
government schools on 25 May, will give staff, schools and parents time to prepare for
the change.
Vulnerable students in years 3 to 10, and children in those years whose parents or carers
cannot work from home, can continue to attend school on-site as needed during this
period. Students in years 3 to 10 will continue to learn remotely until Tuesday 9 June, to
give the Government and the Chief Health Officer time to monitor and evaluate the
effects that the staged return to school by other year levels has on the increased movement of people and transmission within the community.

Two-stage return
From 12 May to 22 May, schools continue remote and flexible learning and start planning and prepare for return of on-site schooling.
Stage 1
Monday 25 May will be a pupil free day. All teachers and staff on-site to prepare for
students' return.
26 May to 9 June – all Prep, Grade 1 and Grade 2 students return to on-site schooling at
government schools.

Fri 26
End of Term 2

Stage 2
9 June onwards – students in years 3 to 10 return to on-site schooling.

July
Mon 13 Term 3 begins

Why the two-week timeline
The next two weeks will give schools, teachers and families time to plan and prepare for
students to return for on-site schooling.

September
Fri 18 Term 3 ends

@ElphinstonePS - follow us on Instagram!

Preparation in case of a second wave
Conditions in Victoria are being monitored very closely. Any further changes to on-site schooling for Victorian students will be made on the advice of the Chief Health Officer.
A staged return over a scheduled school day each week
Consultation with the sector has been undertaken, and the clear feedback was that one day a week can create
challenges for schools and for families with multiple children. This approach will help to make sure that we don't
overburden schools as they transition back to on-site schooling. While this might be frustrating for those year levels that have to wait a little longer, schools will continue to support student learning through remote and online
delivery.

Supporting students with the greatest need first
Prep to Grade 2
While remote and flexible learning has worked well for autonomous learners, it is challenging for young children
who require a high degree of direction, guidance and support. For early years students, establishing foundations of
literacy and numeracy has significant long-term benefits for learning outcomes.
Remaining students
All remaining students will return to on-site schooling from 9 June onwards.

Decision making—Why schools are safe to return
The advice from the Victorian Chief Health Officer (CHO) is that it is now safe for students, teachers and support
staff to return to face-to-face teaching and learning. Very low levels of community transmission of the virus in Victoria, coupled with little evidence of transmission between children in the school environment within Australia and
globally, means the risk to staff and students returning to on-site schooling at this time is very low.
The Victorian Chief Health Officer and Victorian Government have approached the return of face-to-face learning
and work in Victorian schools with utmost precaution and careful planning.

Staggering return to school to evaluate the effect
It is important that the Victorian Chief Health Officer has time to monitor and evaluate the effects that the return
to school by other year levels has on the increased movement of people and transmission within the community.
The staged return to on-site schooling is consistent with the recommendations of the Victorian Chief Health
Officer, for schools to put in place arrangements that enable physical distancing between adults in school and immediately outside the school, including in teaching and learning environments and staff facilities, as well as at
times such as school drop-offs and pick-ups.

Parents choosing to keep their child at home
Once each year level returns to on-site schooling, schools will no longer offer a remote learning program for those
students. If parents choose to keep their child at home, they will be responsible for maintaining student learning.
This does not apply to children who need to be absent for health or medical reasons, such as children with a compromised immune system. For those families, schools will establish a plan to meet their circumstances.

Teddy Bear picnic

On Saturday—By Adele
On Saturday, Harley came to my house and I had a lot of fun! Harley & I
did a lot of things. We spent most of the time outside. We jumped on the
gee tramp and went for a bike ride. Mum rode her horse with some people and we saw the horses. Harley and I nearly got flattened by horse
feet!

A cat had a cold
So he went to the vet
The cat was bald
So he needed to get
A heater for his cage
To keep him warm
He flew into a rage
And out into the storm.
- By Riley

There was a big foot
who was strong.
He never did anything
wrong.
He lived in a friendly
street
And everybody had big
feet.
- By Aiden

I miss my school
School is so cool
Playing and learning is fun
We have our lunch in the
sun
And then the day is done
- By Lisa

Prep—2 are looking forward to returning
to school…
I am looking forward to
school. I am looking
forward to Coding Club,
recess and the forest.
And lunch. And friends.
- Aiden

I can’t wait to see all
my friends. I want to
see my teacher in
person!
- Adele

I can see all my
friends and I can enjoy playing at
school. I want to
learn more about
how to do multiplication
- Riley

I can't wait to see all my
friends. I haven't seen Harley
in ages. I miss all my friends. I
miss Art. I can't wait to play on
the playground. I miss Miss
Dickson
- Isabella

Seeing my friends.
Playing on the playground. I am looking
forward to Clubs.
- Greta

Seeing Lisa because
she is my best buddy
and doing work
-Billie
Seeing my
friends
- Romy

Well-being Corner
I’ve been chatting with a few people lately about ‘selftalk’. These are the things we tell ourselves in response
to circumstances and encounters with others. It is a
powerful thing and can either exacerbate or relieve the
intensity of the things we feel about a situation or what
we feel about ourselves. We can self-talk our way into
complete despair on the one hand, or into positive new
direction on the other. Negative and destructive self-talk
is easy and has a tendency to set itself up as habitual,
patterned responses inside our heads. It robs us of the
joy in life. However, positive self-talk requires intentional awareness of those patterns and a deliberate plan
to counteract them. Maybe you could have a family chat
about self-talk and find ways of helping each other to be
aware of its impact on family relationships and wellbeing.
We are all getting excited about students
who are allowed to return to school next
week. Great job everyone!
Remember to laugh until your belly
hurts!
Denise

Chicken Coop
Dear Parents,
With the help of students, we are planning on building a
chicken coop at the school. Please let Brendan know if you
are able to contribute any of the following materials:
Treated pine for framing: any of 90 x 45, 70 x 45, 90 x 35,
70 x 35, 42 x 35
Weatherboards
Treated pine or hardwood posts 2.4m or 3m
Treated pine decking
Chicken wire
Wire mesh 25mm x 25mm mesh size
Colourbond corrugated iron
Laserlite corrugated polycarbonate sheets
From Alan Isaacs

Why did the boy throw a stick of butter out the window?
Because he wanted to see a butterfly!

At Elphinstone our purpose is underpinned by our three values:
Integrity - All members of the school community - students, staff, parents and carers - should strive to be of good character, to be honest
and truthful, to care for each other and have pride in what we do.
Responsibility- Each and every member of our school communty should be accountable for their actions, effort and behaviour.
Respect-We aim for inclusiveness and to show consideration, empathy, attentiveness and courtesy to others.

