Important Dates 2021:
May
Wed 19 Day 2 School
Review. Parent Forum
at 8.45—9.15am
Mon 24th
School Council 5pm
Thur 27 Bush Foods
Incursion and Welcome to Country ceremony
Fri 28th
Grades Prep to 2
Tabloid Sports
excursion
June
Fri 11 Curriculum Day
(Pupil Free) - school
closed
Mon 14 Queens
Birthday Holiday—
school closed

Dear Parents and carers
Tomorrow we will be participating in Walk Safely to School Day, another slightly
different initiative than the ‘Walk to School Day’ held last term. We will meet at
the shop playground at 8.30 and walk, all together safely, at approximately
8.45am.
As part of our school review, our parents are invited to a conversation with the
panel members to discuss your thoughts and opinions about our school. This will
take 30 minutes between 8.45am and 9.15am next Wednesday 19th May. Please
let me know of your intention to join us, enjoy a hot cuppa and some treats from
Wesley Hill Bakery!
Last Friday we held our Paddock to Plate excursion and our students had a great
day looking at various primary industries including Pollards Apples, Harcourt Coolstores and the Harcourt Organic Farming Co-op. We have included a fantastic photo gallery of the day and some student writing. Now the 3/6 students will work on
inquiry projects relating to one particular food of fibre which will feature a flow
diagram and a recipe using their product.
Our grade 3 and 5 students sat the NAPLAN tests over the past three mornings and
they certainly put in their best efforts. We missed last year’s test due to COVID and
next year they will be held online instead of using paper versions of the test. The
results give Alexia and I very detailed data to inform our teaching in Reading, Numeracy, Writing and Language Conventions.
This Saturday 15th May, Sam Downing is calling on any parents or friends to help
weed the beds by the basketball courts in preparation for planting bushfoods at
the Reconciliation Week incursion with Murnong Mammas on the 27th May. It will
start from 10.30am until it's done (should take no more than an hour!) Bring garden forks and other weeding tools on the day.

Mon 21st School Council 5pm

Thurs 24th
Bendigo Science &
Discovery Centre
Excursion
Fri 25 End of Term 2
July
Mon 12 Term 3 begins

@ElphinstonePS - follow us on Instagram!

CREATIVE WORKERS IN SCHOOLS PROGRAM
We have been very fortunate to be accepted as participants in the
Creative Workers in Schools Program that is being run by Regional
Arts Victoria.
We have been introduced to Kitty Owens, who will be working at the
school for one day a week until the end of Term Three. Kitty has a background as a visual artist
and museum curator. Planning has begun on some exciting projects and activities that will unfold
over the coming months.
Last week, Kitty introduced herself to the students with a Show and Tell of her work. The Prep-2
class then created images of vegetables, while the 3-6 class experimented with recolouring a historic photo of the Elphinstone Teacher’s Residence.
Welcome to our school community, Kitty!

Creative Workers in Schools Program
We warmly welcome Kitty Owens who is our assigned Creative Worker in Schools artist and we
look forward to working with her over the next term and a half. Katie will be working with her and
we will incorporate art into our literacy, history and studies of society and environments.
Ekphrasis activity
Kitty and Katie worked with the students on an ekphrasis activity (one art form commenting on another).
The students wrote poems about the artwork, S.T. Gill Zealous Gold Digger Bendigo 1854, from the Sovereign Hills Museums Association Collection.

The person is mining in wet
mud
Plop! Plop!
The little kid is whinging
Waa! Waa!
The birds are chirping
Cheep! Cheep

Baby yelling people screaming men mining

By Nathan P.

Women at the well kids panning time going
On and on there for the water welling

Breeze smells dusty “woosh”
The trees are swaying “swish swish”
Men moaning “hhhhh”
Water splashing “splash splash”
Men mining “ping pang bing bang”
Children shovelling “moan” “chh shh”
By Hunter

Trees swaying wind going the breeze blowing
Making art people crying
In their final moments of life in the world of today
By Tegan

In paddock to plate we picked the corn and
there were so many different types like baby blues, rainbow corn and more! We also
went to see the dairy farm and see the
cows. What I learnt about dairy was that
you taste the milk while you are milking in a
little cup and if it tastes normal they aren't
sick but if it tastes odd they are sick. We
also went to the Harcourt cool rooms and
they were HUGE the fridges were taller
AND wider then this school! We got to have
an apple from the cool room and it was
freezing! To keep the apples fresh and hard
they keep them in a big room with no oxygen and the apple lasts about 12 months
hard after being in there and if one of the
workers wanted to go in there they would
have to let the doors be opened and let the
oxygen in and then go in.

On Friday last week we went to the Harcourt organic farm. We went to the orchard first and a
man named Anthony talked about the orchard and
how it grows but there was no fruit left on the
trees. Then we went to the dairy cows and a lady
named Bridget told us stuff about how to look after the cows and how to milk them. Finally we
picked corn! There were 4 types of corn: mini
blue, glass gem, strawberry and popcorn. After
we picked the corn we skinned the corn and saw
what flavour we picked.
HUNTER BIRD

HARLEY DAVIS

At the Pollard’s apple orchard they picked the apples on the trees. They trim the trees after they
pick the trees. At the farm we picked corn. Did you know that there is different sorts of corn? The
corn is little blue. I liked the day so much.
LISA DOWNIE

At the Pollard’s apple orchard we saw how the apples were checked and we saw some sheep.
After that we went to the Harcourt Cool Store, we got to have some apples. We went to the Harcourt Farm and we saw rainbow corn.
ROMY RATCLIFFE

When we went to the Pollard’s apple orchard, they get picked and then get on a machine and
throw all the gross ones out, put in a bag and get sent to the market. Corn has all sorts of colours. Milk and dairy products can be made into yoghurt, butter and cream.
RILEY HANCOCK

I love the cows and I think 3 cows were pregnant. I liked the lambs. I love the apples and they
snip the trees. I love the farm, it was fun and did you know there is different corn? I like the blue
corn.
BILLIE DAVIS
I love picking corn. It is fun! I have picked corn before, I love corn because it pollinates itself. We
saw cows and a puppy called Poppy. I like cows because they produce milk, mmmmm and yoghurt too– it is so yummy. The cows also have big eyes.
SEREN PALDI-JOHNSON

On Friday we did Paddock to Plate, first we went to Pollards apple orchard, we got to see how they sorted and packed the apples, then we went to the Harcourt cool store which is where
they store the apples to keep them nice and fresh and to make
them last longer. Then we went to the Harcourt organic farm coop, where we first went to have a look at their orchard. We got
to see them trim the trees. After that we went to the dairy cows.
It was cool to see what they milked them in. It was a trailer with
spots for the cows to be milked so when the farmers need they
drove the trailer out to the paddock that they want to milk the
cows in. There was a pop out pen to put the baby cows (calves)
in at night. Then we went and picked corn, there was a lot of different colours, there was blue purple rainbow and more, we are
going to make popcorn out of it! I think overall it was a fabulous
day
TEGAN BARRY

Reading Awards
It’s great to see reading awards going out every week. Congratulations to Aiden who
reached 25 nights, and Seren and Greta for hitting the 50 nights mark. We have some very
special 100 nights awards coming up next week. Remember to show your teacher your
reading diary on Monday!

At Elphinstone our purpose is underpinned by our three values:
Integrity - All members of the school community - students, staff, parents and carers - should strive to be of good
character, to be honest and truthful, to care for each other and have pride in what we do.
Responsibility- Each and every member of our school community should be accountable for their actions, effort
and behaviour.
Respect-We aim for inclusiveness and to show consideration, empathy, attentiveness and courtesy to others.

Paddock to Plate—Cheese Making Experiment.
This week our students looked at how cheese is made, separating the curd from the whey and squeezing the cheese to make it resemble something like cottage cheese and after another day of drying Fetta!

Chaplain’s Corner
Have you ever wondered what on earth Goldilocks was thinking when she decided to investigate
the house of bears? I mean, really? Why would you walk alone into a house of bears, completely uninvited, then start trying out the furniture, eating the food on the table and then falling asleep in the bedroom. Is it any wonder that she got such a fright and jumped out of the upstairs window when confronted
by the curious bears. She jolly well shouldn’t have been there! I wonder what the sequel to this story
would be…if there was one! For example, what did she tell her mum when she arrived home dishevelled
and probably limping? Was it the whole story? Did she take responsibility for her actions? Or, did she
seek revenge on the bears? Did she go back and apologise for invading their privacy and stealing their
food? Then there’s her mum’s response. Maybe she said, “Well, your fright is the justice you deserve!”
Or, maybe she got so upset by the fear in her little girl that she subsequently raised a petition to rid the
forest of bears. Or, maybe she decided to take Goldilocks back to the bear house, to get their side of the
story with a view to making things right again so they could all live in peace. All these possibilities, before
we’ve even considered what the bears subsequently thought, felt or did about it all!
Different perspectives can be found about every situation when given a little time and space to
think about it. Reflection can be such a positive learning place, if in fact it leads us towards listening with
discernment, comprehending truth and taking wise and productive action.
I think that children’s stories are full of opportunities to dialogue with our children.
A friendly reminder of out parents gathering
Date:- 26th May
Time:- 9:00-11:00 am
Place:- Elphinstone Primary Multi-Purpose Room.
Have a great week and enjoy some reflection time.
Denise

