Important Dates 2021:
May
Wed 5th
Castlemaine
Secondary College
Open Morning 9.30am
Fri 7th
Paddock to Plate
Excursion
Mon 24th
School Council 5pm
Thur 27 Bush Foods
Incursion and Welcome to Country ceremony
Fri 28th
Grades Prep to 2
Tabloid Sports
excursion
June
Fri 11 Curriculum Day
(Pupil Free)
Mon 14 Queens
Birthday Holiday
Mon 21st School Council 5pm

Dear Parents and carers
We recognised and honoured Anzac Day last Friday and our students were lucky to
have had Julian Vearing visit the school that morning about Castlemaine Secondary
College transition and their up coming open day. He is in the Army Reserve and
after showing the students some of his pack, including rations, he spoke about his
personal connection to Anzac Day. Our students then visited the Cenotaph opposite the pub and Tegan and Leo, on behalf of the whole school, laid a bouquet of
rosemary picked from our garden. The photo below shows the students returning
to school in front of their artwork of poppies that were made in Katie’s Art class.
They looked fantastic!
There has been a lot of work done around the school over the holiday break, the
most noticeable is the 3 new flagpoles near the art shed. It has been a long held
ambition to fly the three flags, Australian, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island flags
together and they certainly stand out as you enter the school. We received a
‘Salute your Service’ grant from the Dept. of Veteran's Affairs late last year to fund
the project. Additionally the students were a little disappointed to see the tunnel
and slide go from the back of the school but due to Health and Safety regulations
this had to occur. The Junior School Council are currently exploring replacing the
space with a slide or some other type of playground equipment.
Towards the end of last term we started to accumulate quite a considerable
amount of lost property, particularly near-new polar fleece jumpers—all unnamed!
Please ensure that your child’s name is on every item that is likely to removed
which is mostly jumpers and jackets.
Our school review is taking place over the next several weeks and there will be an
opportunity for parents to contribute on the second day, Wednesday 19th May.
We are looking forward to a couple of excursions/incursions coming up—our Paddock to plate excursion on Friday 7th May where will visit the Pollard’s Apple Orchard and an Organic Farm in Harcourt and also our Bush Foods and official Welcome to Country ceremony on the 27th May at school. At the end of the term we
plan to visit the Discovery Science Centre in Bendigo for a full day workshop.

Thurs 24th
Bendigo Science &
Discovery Centre
Excursion
Fri 25 End of Term 2
July
Mon 12 Term 3 begins

@ElphinstonePS - follow us on Instagram!

ANZAC DAY 2021

Junior School Council
This week we held a whole school
meeting which provided the opportunity for students across all year
levels to share their voice and ideas
about the school. Agenda items included getting student input into
the clubs program, with lots of ideas suggested such as reading,
sports, gardening and drama club.
The meeting, chaired by Tegan and
Leo, also included discussions
around questions, concerns, suggestions, upcoming excursions and
camps.

Reading Awards
It’s great to see reading awards going out every week. Congratulations to Seren and Lila
who reached 25 nights, and Riley, Romy, Eva, Adele and Lisa for hitting the 50 nights mark.
Remember to show your teacher your reading diary on Monday!

At Elphinstone our purpose is underpinned by our three values:
Integrity - All members of the school community - students, staff, parents and carers - should strive to be of good
character, to be honest and truthful, to care for each other and have pride in what we do.
Responsibility- Each and every member of our school community should be accountable for their actions, effort
and behaviour.
Respect-We aim for inclusiveness and to show consideration, empathy, attentiveness and courtesy to others.

From the School Council………...
School Council Update
The School Council’s most recent meeting on Monday was as busy as ever. Importantly the budget for 2021 was
approved, this allows Brendan to be confident in carrying out planned activities around the school for the remainder of this year.
Brendan reported to the council about ANZAC Day activities and the reflection held at the Elphinstone Cenotaph.
Council members commented how nice the display of poppies looked at the front of the school. Brendan also reports that the school community can expect an exciting announcement coming soon for Art!
Teachers and School Council have been working toward completing our school review. We look forward the completion of the review in the coming month. Council members will be undertaking training to help them fulfil their
role successfully over the coming year. Training in modules such as: Governance, Finance, Strategic Planning and
President.
Council members are always excited to hear about upcoming excursions that our students get to take part in. This
month we approved the Prep/1/2 Tabloid Sports Day at Wesley Hill. These days are a great opportunity for our kids
and teachers to connect with those at other schools, and a fun day out too! The second excursion approved is the
Paddock to Plate experience. The students always love this highly engaging day.
We have been advised that the Junior School Council are proposing to purchase a new slide and perhaps some other equipment for the playground. We look forward to hearing about their progress.
The school has seen some new construction with a small shed now located close to the water tanks which will be
used for storing maintenance equipment. We are also excited about the upcoming construction of a chook pen.
The pen has been very generously donated by a school family and we are very grateful. It is a DIY kit type of pen, so
keep an ear out for a working bee to put it together. Miss Dixon is looking forward to her new role as Head Poultry
Keeper!
The recent Easter drive was a great success with the community getting behind the fundraiser. Thanks to Parents,
Grist Bakery and Dave and Gill at Elphinstone LPO for their support. The next fundraiser is likely to be a winter
warmer with family pies on offer.
The next council meeting is due to be held on Monday 24th of May, so come and speak with any of us in the meantime and make your voice heard.

Trinity Mawson
School Council
President

Chaplain’s Corner
Welcome back to Term Two!
Last year I flagged the possibility of getting together with available parents over a morning
tea and cuppa. Those plans came to a grinding halt because of COVID, so now we are about
to give it another go. As I mentioned earlier, I am happy to supply some nibbles and some
conversational topics on relevant issues relating to eg. education/family...just in case we run
out of things to talk about!!!!!
Hope to see you there ready to engage and enjoy the morning.
Date:- 26th May
Time:- 9:00-11:00 am
Place:- Elphinstone Primary Multi-Purpose Room.
I am currently sharing with the kids at school about integrity.
You will already know that integrity is one of the foundational values of the school, so we are
taking several weeks to flesh out the meaning and gather together some of our own stories
about how it applies to each of us. I have been so impressed by the way the kids have participated so far, by sharing their insights and extending their personal understanding. So far,
we have discussed just some of the traits that identify a person of integrity.
Taking responsibility for their actions and making things right, even
when it may not be easy on the pride.
Putting the needs of others above our own without looking for recognition.
Offering to help others in need, by taking the initiative to volunteer.
Giving others the ‘benefit-of-the-doubt’ by listening to the whole story or point of view in order to get to the truth and without jumping
to conclusions.
More will follow.
These can be great conversations to have with your children at home
and I suspect you will enjoy them as much as I am.
Have a great two weeks.
Denise

2021 School Fees are overdue
$135 per student.
Our preferred method of payment to school is by Direct Deposit.
Bank Account Details:
Elphinstone Primary School
BSB: 313 140
Account: 12078781
Uniform
Please see Kylie for purchasing uniform items.
Payment is required prior to collection either by cash or deposit into the school’s bank account.
Camps, Sports and Excursion Fund
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) provides payments for eligible students to attend
camps, sports and excursions.
Families holding a valid means-tested concession or pension card can apply for the payment.
$125 per year is paid for eligible primary school students.
Payments are made directly to the school and can only be applied to camps, sports or excursion. Payment
for School Fees are not eligible.
CSEF applications close 25th June 2021.
Please update any changes to contact details by emailing the school
elphinstone.ps@education.vic.gov.au
Student medical Information must be up to date at all times.
Students with Asthma need to have their Asthma Plan updated every year and forwarded to school.
Conveyance
Families who are eligible for Conveyance Allowance only need to fill out a form once for their child's
primary school years.
To be eligible you need to live more than 4.8kms from your nearest school. Forms are available in the
office.

