
Important Dates 2026: 
 
April                         
Mon 20 Term 2 Begins 
May                             
Fri 8 Tabloid Sports 
Day P/2                   
Mon 11 School 
Assembly                  
Mon 11 Assembly 3pm 
School Council 5pm 
Wed 13 Parent Coffee 
catch up 9-10am       
Fri 15 School based 
Cross Country                   
Mon 18 Career Dress 
up Day                     
Wed 20 Proposed 
Ulumbarra Theatre 
Excursion TBC        
Thur 21 ‘Making 
Friends with Worry’ 
Parent session 1-
1.40pm                        
Fri 22 Goldfields 
Division Cross Country 
at Wesley Hill 
June                              
Mon 1 School 
Assembly 3pm  
Fri  5 Curriculum 
Day—no classes  
Mon 8 King’s Birthday 
Holiday  
Mon 15 School Council 
5pm                             
Fri 26 Pyjama Dress Up 
Day—Term 2 ends 
2.30pm finish 
 
July                          
Mon 13 Term 3 begins 
September                 
Fri 4 Curriculum Day—
school closed             
Fri 18 End of Term 3   We care for and respect our school, and acknowledge the traditional owners of 

the land on which we learn and play, the Dja Dja Wurrung People.  

Dear parents carers and the wider school community 

Where has this term gone!! What a busy 10 weeks we’ve had with both students and 
staff running on empty by the time this newsletter is published. Even this fortnight 
has been particularly busy, with after school commitments with the Castlemaine 
State Festival, The Resilience Project Parent night and the Working Bee last Friday. 
Include the Festival day excursion, Parent Picnic, AFL 9’s and the last trip to the Gym 
in Bendigo, and you see why! 

It was fantastic to see the turn out at our Working Bee last Friday evening, we 
achieved plenty and had some fun along the way. It has been a while since we’ve had 
one and gauging from the enthusiasm we will have a few more planned throughout 
the year. The front fence area is looking amazing, and we can’t wait for it to be 
finished.   

The Parent Picnic was a huge success, there was an incredible number of families and 
friends in attendance as the students showcased their cooking skills over the course 
of the term. Nicole has done an amazing job with the Stephanie Alexander Kitchen 
Garden Program, it has added so much to our curriculum and the love of producing, 
preparing and cooking food is embedded in our students already. 

The Castlemaine State Festival was right up there for the highlight of the year, the 
students were blown away with the Chinese acrobats. We enjoyed a front row view 
of the performance, there is plenty of pictures and writing in the following pages. 

As you can see below, Harmony Day was well supported by our staff and students, 
and we dedicated the morning session to teach and learn about what the day means 
and why it is so important to embrace diversity and inclusion always.  

We wish everyone a safe and happy Easter period and enjoy the family time! 

Elphinstone Primary School - Like us on Facebook! 
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CARE – RESILIENCE - CREATIVITY 



OUR SCHOOL VALUES 

Care 

We show kindness 
and empathy when 

we care for 
ourselves, others 

and country.  

Resilience  

When things are 
tricky, we bounce 

back from the 
challenges we face. 

Creativity  

We are all unique, 
imaginative and can 

think outside the 
box. 

ASSEMBLIES 2026 

Thank you to all of the parents and carers that 
helped out at the working bee last Friday 
evening! Another great turn out of parents. We 
are so lucky to have so many involved and 
connected parents to our school! 

Our 2026 Junior School Councillors 

We have already had 2 meetings and 
organised a Hot Dog Day and made 
suggestions for the  SWPBS whole 
school and classroom rewards. 

Next term, we are having a ‘Career’s 
Day’ as part of education week. 
Students are asked to come dressed as 
what they’d like to be when they grow 
up. It will be on Monday 18th May. 



Yesterday was very insane when 
the acrobats climbed chairs to the 

roof and a gg handstand with 1 
hand - Tommy   

On Monday we saw Chinese acrobats 
doing so many cool things, 1 of them 
stacked 6 or 7 chairs. My favourite 
thing was him changing faces. - Elijah  

I liked the big paper fort that we saw on Monday, 
I also liked the acrobat but it was really loud. I 
didn't really like the butterfly making. I liked how 
the acrobat did cool tricks, I liked the mask 
changing. I liked it when the acrobat got the 
whip and started doing cool tricks. I liked the 
actions when we got a present. I liked looking 
inside the big paper fort. - Charlie  

On Monday we went to the 
Castlemaine festival and the 
Chinese Acrobats. It was so much 
fun! My favourite part was the 
paper Mache domain! It was 
cool, we also made a butterfly 
kite! After that we went to the 
Chinese Acrobats. My favourite 
part of the Chinese Acrobats was 
where the man stacked up seven 
chairs on four glass bottles! - 
Keziah  



At the start of  the week we saw Chinese Acrobats! 
They were so cool. One of the Acrobats got 6 or 7 
chairs and put them on top of 4 glass bottles! He 
was called the king of Chinese acrobats. Before 
that we went to the Good Shed And did different 
activities such as, Making butterfly kites, Looking at 
art and Drama Games for the state festival. Overall 
I had an amazing time! So glad we got to go. Thank 
you to all the people who ran it. - Billie  

On Monday we saw Chinese 
Acrobats do so many cool things! 
One of the mans stacked (7) chairs 
on top of each other but that 
wasn't the only thing they did they 
also did mask changing it was so 
confusing before that we made 
butterfly kites.- Lucy    

On Monday most of the Elphinstone 
students went to the Castlemaine 
state festival student day. My 
favourite part of the festival was the 
Acrobats at the town hall. It was 
incredible watching the man climb 6 
chairs while they were on glass 
bottles only.  Watching the man do 
the flips and balancing on cylinders 
while rotating in a circle. - Lucas  



PARENT PICNIC 

What a magnificent turn out for our family picnic last Friday! The food was delicious, the weather 

superb and we had a lot of parents, grandparents, carers and extended family turn up for the occasion. 

Nicole and the students have been preparing food all term for the big day, and there wasn’t too much 

left over! Our Kitchen Garden Program goes from strength to strength and the students should be 

proud of what they were able to achieve. We look forward to planting our garlic and some winter crops, 

getting ready for next term in our kitchen garden classes.  



CASTLEMAINE DISTRICT SPORTS GALA DAY  

We entered the AFL 9’s Competition, along with Harcourt Primary School, 

last Thursday. The ’Harcinstone’ team played well and the students had a 

great day. Thanks to Tallaya for looking helping out, and the parents who 

came and supported the team. The games and scores were as follows; 

Game1 Harcenstone 38 defeated Castlemaine South (1) 14 

Game 2 Harcenstone 21  lost to Campbells Creek 49 

Game 3 Harcenstone 32 lost to  Newstead 40 

Game 4 Harcenstone 29 lost to Castlemaine North (1)  42 

Game 5 Harcenstone 40 defeated Maldon(2) 24 

Game 6 Harcenstone 25 lost to Caslemaine North (3) 44 



Miss Davidson’s Class  
Writing  

This week in writing we are 
working on the end of our 
narratives. This includes  

introducing the solution and the 
hero of our story. 

Maths 

In maths this week we have been 
learning about addition. We are 
learning how to add numbers 

together using different 
strategies. We did a fun easter 

addition activity and made them 
into posters. 

Reading 

Each week we read a new picture story book 

as a class. This week we read the book  

‘Giraffe’s cant dance’. Thank you to Eli who 

helped to complete our weekly book review 

and gave this book 4/5 stars.  

Easter Fun 

For the past couple of weeks 
have having been working on 

some fun easter activities. 
Including paper chains and 

bunny  pictures. 



Mrs Rollinson’s Class  

PBL - P-3 Group 
We had  so much fun making our bee hotels. We may have gone off script a little bit but our aim was to be 

creative and we definitely were! I absolutely loved the team work and problem solving from everyone. 

Students were tasked with creating their own imaginary island with imaginary animals. They developed 
their environment, wrote rules for visiting the island and taught us all about their unique animals. We 

ended the term by creating a collage. There are some organisational  and team work skills to continue to 
develop which will be focused on next term. Overall the Islands look fantastic and students should be 

proud of their efforts. 

Banana Island  

located under the sea! 



Puddles Play Dates 



ELPHO’s 

Puzzle Page - By Greta 



Notice for the Fridge! 
 

Here is a list of optional Out of Uniform days we are participating 
in this year. There may be others that pop up but these are the 

usual ones. 
 

2nd April - Casual Dress day last day of term 1. Gold 
Coin donation for Elphinstone Fire Brigade. 

 

Fri 26th June - Pyjama day last day of term 2.- Gold Coin dona-
tion for the Pyjama Foundation.  

  

Tues 29th July - Crazy Hair Day - Gold Coin donation for 
the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation. 

 

22nd - 28th August - Book Week Dress Up. Theme Symphony 
of Stories - Specific day to be announced closer to the date. 

 

18th September - Casual Dress day last day of Term 3. 
Gold Coin donation for Elphinstone Fire Brigade.  

 

Last day of School 2026 - Casual Dress day. Gold Coin 
donation for Elphinstone Fire Brigade.  









Local English Tutoring –  

Helping Students Thrive 

Hello, my name is Tallaya, and I am an experienced 
English tutor with a background in secondary teaching 
and a genuine passion for helping students succeed. I 
specialise in building confidence and improving reading, 
writing, and communication skills for students of all 
levels. 

Each hour-long session is tailored to suit the student’s 
individual learning needs. Whether it’s developing 
stronger essay-writing skills, preparing for VCE exams, 
or filling knowledge gaps, my aim is to make English 
engaging, accessible, and rewarding for all students 
wherever they are on their learning journey. 

One on one and small group tutoring available here in 
Elphinstone. 

For information regarding session times, fees or to book 
a trial session please contact                  

Tallaya Maher on one of the following, 

taymaher@hotmail.com  
0424790788 

mailto:taymaher@hotmail.com



