
Important Dates 2022: 
March  

Fri 25 Excursion— ‘13 
Storey Tree House’ 
stage play and YMCA 
Gym—Bendigo 
Mon 28 School Coun-
cil AGM and follow up 
5pm meeting 
Thur 31 Cross Country 
at Wesley Hill (3/6’s) 

April 
Fri 1 Welcome Break-
fast 
Mon 4 School Assem-
bly 3pm 
Fri 8 Term 1 ends 
2.30pm 
Mon 25 Anzac Day 
Holiday  
Tue 26 Start of Term 2 

May 
Mon 23 School Coun-
cil Meeting 5pm 

June 
Fri 24 End of Term 2  

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We have experienced our busiest fortnight for some time, as this newsletter 

demonstrates the variety of learning activities students have experienced both 

inside and outside our school. Tomorrow we are off to Bendigo with a YMCA 

Gym session and to watch the ‘13 Story Tree House’ play at the Ulumbarra Thea-

tre, and this morning we had our ‘Ride/Walk to school day where students met 

at the shop playground and enjoyed the stroll up to start school together.  

It was great to have lengthy catch —ups with most of my parents and carers last 

week, the Friday was a popular time to book in, so we will do the same thing dur-

ing term 3. It was a chance to discuss the wellbeing of students, along with some 

academic data and future areas of learning. Alexia will endeavor to catch up with 

her parents over the next week—we apologise for any inconvenience.  

Don’t forget our ‘Welcome Breakfast’ next Friday, starting at 8.30am—a chance 

to catch up informally and enjoy some good food and company! 

PLEASE MAKE SURE 
YOUR CHILD IS AT 

SCHOOL                     
BEFORE 9am             

(Ideally between 8.40-
8.50am)                

READY TO LEARN    
Vital instruction is 
often missed in the 

first 10 minutes of the 
day! 

If you are late, please 
sign in in the ‘sign in 

 
Elphinstone Primary School - Like us on Facebook! 

We care for and respect our school, and acknowledge the traditional owners of 
the land on which we learn and play, the Dja Dja Wurrung People.  



Seren and I picked apples 
together. We picked 
plums and I ate a plum, it 
was sour and yummy. We 
sorted the apples in boxes, 
we put the bad ones in 
box 2 and the good ones 
in box 1. It was fun.—Billie  

At the Harcourt farm there were some 
cows that made milk out of their ud-
ders. You squeeze the udders to get 
the milk out of the cows. Pretty fasci-
nating right? The milk was collected by 
the workers to put at the shop. -Sam  

At the Harcourt organic farm there are five different companies there such as Gung Ho Growers—they grow 
veggies and the Orchard Growers grew fruit and Sellar Farmhouse Creamery sells milk -Harley  

At the farm there are about five 
thousand trees with about 120 
different types of fruit like 
plum,apples and a whole lot 
more. -Adele  

There are 120 varie-
ties of fruit such as  
plums, apples and 
much more. - Azza  

The Harcourt Organic 
Farm is an organic farm 
which means it can’t use 
non organic things like 
harmful pesticides and 
sprays.  

Nathan R  



Literacy—Report Writing 
During our writing sessions students have developed skills around the collation and construction of an infor-
mation report. Students had to choose a topic that was familiar to them and brainstorm all their existing 
knowledge. This information was sorted into categories which then formed their sub headings where they added 
extra information and used report writing language to construct linking sentences. Here is a sample of each stu-
dent’s work, we hope to present the whole project at the end of the term for a mini ‘showcase’ for students and 
parents.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AXES by Azza 

WHAT ARE AXES USED FOR? 
Axes are usually used to cut trees. They're quite good  at breaking things such as wood and fences.  Axes are also 
good for hunting because they are sharp. Axes were also good for war because they were fierce weapons that 
could scare most people. There are throwing axes that have different names; one is a hatchet or a tomahawk. 

 
STAFFORDSHIRE BULL TERRIORS by Harley 

HISTORY 
All dogs, no matter what breed, have originated from wolves and were bred over the centuries to the dogs we 
see today. Small such as Chihuahuas, big chunky such as Saint Bernards , thin dogs, fluffy and short coated. But 
this project is about Staffordshire Bull Terriers (also known as staffies for short). Staffies were bred for hunting 
and bull baiting in the 1800’s and  but now could not last 2 days in the wild! And require daily attention and affec-
tion.  
 

SPEED CARS by Riley 

INTRODUCTION 
Speed cars are built to break speed records. They race on salt lakes. In Australia, Speed cars are known to race on 
Lake Gairdner in South Australia, it is a salt lake 
 

STAGECOACHES by Nathan R 

HISTORY 
All stagecoaches usually have a company logo to define which company owns the stagecoach. They became irrel-
evant because of the inventing and widespread adoption of cars and steam trains. Before cars and steam trains 
were invented, stagecoaches were a good option for transportation. They function like a car's body dragged by 
horses. Stagecoaches were invented in the 13th century but only became widespread in the 17th century. In the 
1900s stagecoaches were less and less common as cars and steam trains became more and more common. 
 



Vision and Values 
We aim to inspire our students with a love of learning in a nurturing environment. We will pro-
vide an education catering for each student’s academic, social, emotional and physical needs so 
that they can reach their full potential. 
Our purpose is underpinned by our three values: 
Care for Self 
Each student should strive to be of good character, to be honest and truthful and have pride in 
what they do. Each and every member of our school community should be accountable for their 
actions, effort and behaviour. 
Care for Others 
We aim for inclusiveness and to show consideration, empathy, attentiveness and courtesy to others.  We celebrate and embrace 
diversity, and value a sense of belonging within our community. 
Care for the Environment 
Students are thoughtful global citizens, caring for the environment around them and viewing the world through a lens of sustain-
ability. We care for and respect our school, and acknowledge the traditional owners of the land on which we learn and play, the 
Dja Dja Wurrung People. 

NUCLEAR WEAPONS by Nathan P 

TYPES OF WEAPONS 
There are different types of nuclear weapons.  Some of them are radioactive, atomic,underwater missiles, and 
large bombs called ‘Fat Man’ and “Little Boy’.  
 

CATS by Bella 

INTRODUCTION 
Cats can be many different colours, such as grey, white, ginger or tabby. 
Cats have long tails with lots of bones. Cats have sharp claws and they use them to 
make their beds comfortable, they also scratch with their claws. 
 

LEGO by Sam 

HISTORY 
Lego was created in Denmark by Ole Kirk Christiansen in the 1930’s. He named it ‘Lego’ after the Danish phrase 
‘leg godt’, which translates to Play Well. When Lego was first invented it was called Automatic Building Bricks.  
When the inventor presented it everyone thought “it's fun but no one will play with it” but they were WRONG! 
Lego is the most popular toy that kids love to play with around the world. 
 

CATS by Isabella 

DIET 
Wild cats like to hunt for food like fish and birds.  House cats need to be fed by the owner. You can feed house 
cats canned food and cat food that is dry. House cats love to drink  milk. 
 

DRESSAGE by Adele 

CHAMPIONSHIPS 
In the Olympics Isabell Werth, Charlotte Dujardin and Andrew Hoy are the best riders 
representing Britain and Australia. 
Andrew Hoy's team came second in the Olympics in all three events: dressage, show-
jumping and cross country at the Tokyo Olympics 2021. 
 

WORKING FARM HORSES by Seren 

DIET   
Victorian farm horses eat chaff, its chopped hay straw mixed with oats and beans. Barley  is not good for them as 
it upsets their tummy. Wheat is not good for their bowels. Linseed is given to sick horses to help their sore tum-
my.    



Home Reading 
 

Home reading is an extremely important routine for 
students now they are back in 2022. All students have 
received a home reading journal. These journals will 
be checked every Friday, but it is expected that they 
have the journal available every day. 
Students who achieve a milestone number of reading 
nights (25, 50, 75, 100 etc) will be acknowledged at 
assembly. Home reading can happen with a parent, 
relative, sibling, friend, or even by reading aloud to a 
pet—it’s all about practise and building confidence! 
Older students are able to independently fill out their 
diary.  
 
Diary Dollars  
As an incentive for students to fill in their reading dia-
ries, students who return their completed diary on 
Friday receive one “diary dollar”. These dollars add up 
over the term and can be spent on a prize from the 
showcase.  

World Maths Day 

We celebrated “World Maths Day” with students from Mr Stewarts class leading different maths 
games. Games included Greedy Pig, Money Snap, Maths Bingo and Money Memory Match. The 
junior students enjoyed learning some new games and practicing their skills. 

The F-2 class had an online incursion with 
EcoLink, a Science and Technology Innovation 
Centre located in Bacchus Marsh. We joined 
some other Victorian schools on Webex and 
learnt about the adaptations and lifecycle of the 
frog. Pictured is a “Pobblebonk” - nicknamed for 
their “bonk” sound. 


