Important Dates 2020:
TERM 1
Mon 23
School Council
Meeting and AGM
4pm
Fri 27
Last day term 1
2.30pm finish
TERM 2
April
Tue 14 Term 2 begins
Mon 27
School Council
May
Mon 25
School Council
June
Mon 15 School Photos
Mon 22
School Council
Fri 26 End of Term 2

PLEASE MAKE SURE
YOUR CHILD IS AT
SCHOOL BEFORE 9am
READY TO LEARN
Vital instruction is
often missed in the
first 10 minutes of the
day!

Dear parents and carers
It is an extraordinary time we are in at the moment, the landscape seems to be
changing by the hour and the only certain thing that is happening is uncertainty.
We are always guided by the Education and advice and directives handed down
to principals, and as this is constantly changing it would be foolish to rely on this
newsletter as the only source of information. Government schools will expect to
be operating until the holidays, next Friday and the two week’s break can’t come
around quick enough! What happens after that will be unknown, however there
will be constant communication over the holiday period via email and text message. The students are holding up remarkably well at this stage and we are constantly encouraging them to talk about any fears or worries to anyone they feel
comfortable with however the mental health and wellbeing of students, parents
and staff are an obvious ongoing concern as things escalate.
All school excursions and sports events have been cancelled, which severely impacted us in the final week, as we had three activities planned!
On a very different note we held our afternoon tea for Mrs Perry yesterday and it
was a fantastic way to honour, recognise and thank her for all that she has done
over the 37 years at Elphinstone Primary. I even got a photo of her and a lovely
cake presented by the Gardner family. Misty organised a farewell book that was
filled to the brim with thank you messages— a wonderful gesture, thank you to
everyone who assisted.
I would also like to officially announce that we
have appointed Alexia Dickson as our P/2
teacher for the remainder of the year. Alexia
has already visited the students and will be in
again tomorrow for the morning session. Alexia is currently teaching at Lightning Reef PS in
Bendigo. Please make her feel welcome!
See you all next week and keep safe
Brendan

If you are late, please
sign in in the ‘sign in
book’, in the office.

@ElphinstonePS - follow us on Instagram!

PERSUASIVE TEXT WRITING
In Literacy we have been studying the techniques of persuasive writing, firstly looking at creating an
effective argument, which we have several samples presented.
Now we are looking at persuasive devices in advertising. Students are really enjoying looking at creative
funny video and billboard ads and using them to create their own!

Kids should have LESS screen time
Kids should have less screen time because it is unhealthy. These
are the three reasons:
It is very bad for your eyes and VERY unhealthy if you stay
on for too long and there's a chance you could go blind . For
example when I stay on too long my eyes start hurting.
It is also very addictive, especially if it's a fun computer game. For example you could get
addicted to a game called ‘oblivion’. It is like a kid I saw on the news the other day, he hasn't even seen the new dining table!
Finally it could be very inappropriate and rude for example, it happend to my
dad on the witcher assassins of kings 2. BUT I CAN”T TELL YOU WHAT IT
WAS!
By Seth

MRS PERRY’S ART CLASS—Australian Landscapes inspired by Fred Williams. They look fantastic, come in
and check them out and look at the original artist’s work—they certainly resemble his paintings.
(From left Kane, Riley Girvan and Tegan)

Congratulations Tegan on swimming in the district carnival! Tegan swam in the 50m Freestyle and Backstroke and she performed brilliantly. I look forward to seeing how she goes next year, after another 12
months of squad swimming.

STOP ANIMAL TESTING!
I never gave it much thought until a story on BTN about baboons that escaped from
a medical research lab in Sydney. I thought products were not tested, but now I
know, animal testing should stop!
The products could harm the animals, leading to sickness and even death. They
are bred in captivity, and kept in cages. The animals might have allergic reactions
and instead of death, extreme pain.
Animals have no say in whether or not they are tested on, as they don't have a
voice. Animals have rights in not being tested on. How would you like it? Having
makeup smeared all over your face or untested drugs and medicines injected into
your body? Animals also mean heaps to our planet's ecosystem, they mean more
to it than we do.
There are other ways of testing products, or not testing them at all. For one, companies could use materials known to be safe for humans. It would save a lot of animals and time. For two, people should be able to volunteer for the products to be
tested on them, as the product is for humans, shouldn't it be tested on humans?
I hope after reading this text you give it thought and change your mind about animal
testing. About 85% of all Australians oppose to animal testing according to a survey
by the RSPCA. I strongly think, that animal cruelty and testing, should stop. And
stop now!
By Leo

BE HEALTHY!
Kids should eat more fruit and vegetables and get more
exercise because...
It is so very healthy. Try it and see. It helps stop child
obesity (which can be deadly) It also keeps your immune
system high and stops you getting sick.
It is so tasty not only healthy but it is good to eat. It is
way cheaper than junk food and you can make so many
different things like soup, salad, smoothies and more. It
is good for any time.
When you exercise you can get outside and you are not on
a device. For example when I go outside in the bush or on
a walk it is so fun and enjoyable. You can meet new people and it is good for your mental health.
That is the reason why you definitely should eat more
fruit and vegetables and exercise. It is good for your
mental health, energy and more. By Tegan

Animal testing should STOP!
I think testing drugs and cosmetics on animals should STOP!
Firstly it is cruel to animals because you could hurt them.
Secondly animals and humans are basically the same so why not test on humans? Would you like it?
And finally animals should be in their natural habitat For example I once saw
some baboons escape from being tested on. I think its silly!
-By Harley

At Elphinstone our purpose is underpinned by our three values:
Integrity - All members of the school community - students, staff, parents and carers - should strive to be of good character, to be honest
and truthful, to care for each other and have pride in what we do.
Responsibility- Each and every member of our school communty should be accountable for their actions, effort and behaviour.
Respect-We aim for inclusiveness and to show consideration, empathy, attentiveness and courtesy to others.

