Important Dates 2021:
March
Tue 2—Wed 10
Somers camp—for
selected students only
Mon 15 School Council
Meeting and AGM
5pm
Harmony Week
Fri 19 National Ride to
School Day
Tues 26—Fri 29
One Sky Many Stories
Fri 26 -Cross Country,
Grade 3-6
Wed 31 - YMCA visit
to Bendigo
April
Thur 1 End of Term 1
(Fri 2—Good Friday)
Mon 19 Term 2 begins

Mon 26 School Council 5pm
June
Mon 21 School Council 5pm

Dear Parents and Carers
The school review self evaluation will continue to be conducted in term 1. Our
School Council have been assigned the task of surveying our parents and we are
in the process of allocating families to each councillor. Please speak to me if you
do not want your contact details shared with school council. You will be asked
four questions and I’d encourage you to think about your responses before contact is made.

What are the highlights for your child and family over the past four years?

What is working well?

What improvements could the school be making?

Are families (child/parent) given the opportunity to have a voice in school?
Our Junior school council met for the first time this week and our discussion was
centred around these key questions. All of the school community responses will
be collated and form the first stage of the school review.
As part of our Emergency Management Plan we conducted our ‘Shelter in Place’
drill with the scenario of a bush/grass fire last week and students, particularly
our new ones, need to practice these important procedures. We discussed the
Fire Danger Rating chart and Bushfire preparedness, including what the school is
doing to mitigate risk. Please be aware that our school is on the Bushfire at Risk
Register (BARR) and will close on code red days, a decision that will be made at
midday the day before.
Our Wednesday Student Breakfast Club runs from 8:30am and will finish at
8:50am to ensure we start the day at 9am. We will have breakfast available every
Wednesday for the whole year. Parent helpers are most welcome!
On Tuesday we farewelled our Somers campers, Seth, Tegan and Leo who were
most excited about their
adventures over the next
9 days. We look forward
to seeing what they got
up to late next week.
Friday 19th is Ride to
Scool Day—we will gather
at the shop at 8.30 and
walk, ride, scoot or roll to
school together!

@ElphinstonePS - follow us on Instagram!

STUDENT RECOGNITION
25 Night Reading Awards!
Congratulations to Gilbert, Riley,
Seth and Nathan R for reaching
their 25 night reading mark. All we
ask is that students record their
reading each night in their diaries
and hand them to their teachers on
Monday so we can comment in
them and see what they have been
reading.

Cooking with
Procedural
Texts

Procedural Texts
During Literacy we have been studying reading and writing procedural texts, using the
writing and language conventions associated with them. Most students are familiar with
Lego instructions which have almost no written words, just numbers and the occasional
arrow! Apart from writing out some standard texts such as recipes and experiments, the
students had to design their own Lego creation and photograph each step in the building
process, and create their own set of plans. The success criteria involved students from
Miss Dickson’s class building my student’s creations and I’m glad to say that they did extremely well—everything was built according to the plans!

Music and Performing Arts
With Drew
Music is good because we
get to use things like tambourines and ukuleles. I
like singing because it is
fun, and I liked doing drama with the books—Greta

In music I like it because
we did drumming. We acted out the books: I acted
out ‘Rodney Loses It’—
Riley

I like music because it is
the best. I like the instruments, I like the
singing and the acting.—
Lisa

What I like about music: I
like that Drew helps us if
we are having some trouble. He helps and I love
playing the ukulele, singing
and dancing.—Billie

I like music, it is fun
but it is also cool—
Bella

I like music because it is
fun. We did drama and I
loved it. It was my favourite.—Isabella

Music is fun. I like playing
instruments. The drums
are my favourite, I like it a
lot!—Romy
In music we have been doing drama. I like acting—Xavier

Music is fun because you
play different instruments.
You can play ukuleles, piano and lots more, AND
singing and dancing: I love
it! - Seren

BRIDGING THE DIGITAL DIVIDE
The In the State Budget 2020/21, the Victorian Government announced an investment, over the 2021
school year, to support students and their families to bridge the digital divide. This will support equal access to technology and help students thrive and prosper, regardless of their background.
This means that students can retain the computer loaned to them by our school during remote and flexible learning periods at home over the 2020 school year.
As all students in 2020 were loaned a computer during remote and flexible learning from home, we will
arrange to provide your child with that, or a similar, computer to permanently retain for educational use
at home.
Detailed notes and ownership forms will be sent out next week, along with frequent Q & A ‘s

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER
In recent weeks at school, the children and I have been looking at the issue of ‘When I feel hurt inside.’
Sometimes when we hold on to those hurts, we tend to talk to ourselves in a very negative way. “I’m
stupid!” “Nobody likes me!” I wish......”, “I’m not good enough!” So, we considered that one of the things we
can do is to challenge those negative thoughts and to decide which ones are simply not true and then ‘give them
the boot!’
We also recognised that sometimes when our feelings are hurt, we can push other people away who
might simply be trying to help us because of their kindness. When we do that, we can make them feel hurt inside as well.
We considered that sometimes when we hurt inside, we tend to blame others
for everything that has happened. But this only alienates us further from our friends.
On occasions, we also try and bury our hurts by pretending that it doesn’t hurt!
Unfortunately, this has a way of coming back to hurt us again and again whenever
something similar happens.
So, with positive input from the children we considered several possibilities.
Firstly, we might simply give a hurting friend a bit of space to think and recover and
then sort it out when everyone is feeling a little better. Secondly, we could simply listen to the reasons for the hurt, chat quietly with them and encourage them. Thirdly,
we could simply be with them and say nothing.
But there was more. We finally thought about the value of making a decision to
forgive and the kids were quick to understand that by deciding to forgive, we are actually doing ourselves and the other person a great favour. We also recognised the value
of being real and honest about our possible part in any conflict that caused the hurt, so
that we then take responsibility for our own actions and feelings.
Finally, we discussed the importance of asking the right question in order to
grow and mature through our conflicts. That is, “What would I do differently next
time?”
As parents, teachers and carers, we can have a vital role in modelling these strategies.
These are big lessons for little learners, that requires a lot of practice and can even take a lifetime!
Have a wonderful week,
Cheers
Denise.

One Sky Many Stories
As part of the Castlemaine State Festival, we have been invited to join a unique
engagement program which will include all of our students. Three different
schools will create three different performance pieces that explore their relationship to the night sky from both Western and Indigenous perspectives. Performance pieces will include music and spoken word, created through a
scaffolded process designed by Michael Sollis and Warren Williams. Schools
performances will take place at school on Friday 26th March 2021. These performance pieces, along with interviews from select students, will be filmed and
included in the public performance of One Sky Many Stories. We are fortunate
to have Michael Sollis conducting workshops across three days with our students.

CASTLEMAINE FOOTBALL NETBALL CLUB (CFNC) JUNIORS
The Castlemaine Football Netball Club (CFNC) juniors are seeking players for Under 9, 10,
12, 14 and 16 boys’ teams. We are also keen to field a girls’ team in 2021.
The CFNC Juniors are based at the Wesley Hill Recreation Reserve, where a brand-new
pavilion opened at the end of 2018 providing the CFNC Juniors with beautiful playing and
training facilities.
The CFNC Juniors pride themselves on creating a fun and family-friendly environment and
the Club attracts committed and experienced coaches.
Whether your child is new to football and wants to come and learn our national game, or is
already experienced and keen to progress their footy in the strongest competition in our
area, then the CFNC Juniors are for you.
The Bendigo Junior Football League season starts on 23-24 April. Visit the Castlemaine
Football Netball Club Juniors Facebook page to register https://www.facebook.com/castlemainejuniorfootballclub
The CFNC Juniors are also holding a Come and Try Day on Sunday 14 March at Wesley
Hill Recreation Reserve from 10.00am – 12.00pm. BBQ provided.
For further information contact Chris Mackenzie, CFNC Juniors President
Home Reading
Home reading is an extremely important routine for students to get back into in 2021. All students have
received a home reading journal. These journals will be checked every Monday, but it is expected that
they have the journal available every day to record reading at school with an adult.
Students who achieve a milestone number of reading nights (25, 50, 75, 100 etc) will be acknowledged
at assembly. Home reading can happen with a parent, relative, sibling, friend, or even by reading aloud
to a pet—it’s all about practise and building confidence!

Assembly
We are now able to finally hold our assembly at 9.00am each Monday to celebrate student achievements both in and out of school, sing the anthem and inform students and parents about upcoming
events/activities. We welcome parents to attend, it should only take approximately 15-20 minutes.

At Elphinstone our purpose is underpinned by our three values:
Integrity - All members of the school community - students, staff, parents and carers - should strive to be of good
character, to be honest and truthful, to care for each other and have pride in what we do.
Responsibility- Each and every member of our school community should be accountable for their actions, effort
and behaviour.
Respect-We aim for inclusiveness and to show consideration, empathy, attentiveness and courtesy to others.

