
Important Dates: 
TERM 1 2020 
February  
Friday 21st 
Welcome Breakfast 
8am to 9am 
Monday 24th 
School Council 
Meeting 4pm 
Friday 28th  
CSEF new  
applications due 
Conveyance  
Allowance new  
applications due  Sat-
urday 29th 
Sausage Sizzle - see 
page 2  
 
March  
Thursday 5th 
Prep Students - School 
Nurse visit 
Monday 9th  
Labour Day Public Hol-
iday 
Monday 23rd  
School Council 
Meeting and AGM 
4pm 
Thursday 26th 
Grades 3-6 
Interschool sports Net-
ball/AFL 9’s 
Friday 27th  
Last day term 1 
2.30pm finish 
 
 

Dear parents and carers 
The past few weeks have been a difficult time for myself and family with the 
passing of my mother. I would, once again, like to thank everyone for their sup-
port and understanding and appreciate the condolences including a beautiful 
flower arrangement that was delivered to my home. I thank Nina, Ebony and Cliff 
who came in at short notice and manned the fort while I was away. 
We started off the year with 4 new faces and I have included their first day phot 
below!  
Denise Needham also started with us this year and she will be at school on 
Wednesdays to assist with student welfare. We warmly welcome Denise to our 
staff and she will be available not only to students but parents carers and staff. 
She is featured on the next page with an introduction, although I know that most 
of the school community has already met her. 
Don’t forget the Welcome Breakfast tomorrow morning, it will kick off around 
8am and we will supply the food free of charge. We will need some helpers on 
the BBQ or pancake flipping.  
We intend to run our popular ‘Clubs Program’ on Fridays throughout the year 
and are looking for any volunteers with a little free time to take some mini clas-
ses in an area of their passion. We have Katie coming in to do some Resource 
Smart initiatives and Tim teaching some drama and film. 
We are in the process of re-forming our Student Council which will continue on 
their great work from last year. At times they will attend our School Council 
meetings to share their ideas and thoughts. Speaking of school council, we are 
seeking any interested parents that are willing to help opu to consider it. Nomi-
nations will be available in a week 
Finally we like to recognise achievements of students outside of school and con-
gratulate Fianna, and her brother and past student, Faolan, for making the Bendi-
go Amateur Soccer League BASL representative squad. A wonderful accolade for 
them both. Good luck in your upcoming rep games. We plan to join forces with 
Chewton again this year for the Goldfields Primary School tournament at 
Chewton on June 19th. 
 

 
@ElphinstonePS  - follow us on Instagram! 

Day 1 for our new 
Prep students, 
Lisa, Greta, Billie and 
Romy 



PHOTO GALLERY 

WELCOME DENISE 
I feel very privileged and excited to be appointed 
as chaplain at Elphinstone Primary School. This is a 
new role for me, after having retired from teaching 
in 2012 and moving with my husband from Mel-
bourne to this beautiful part of our country. I was 
born and raised on a farm in SA and attended a ru-
ral school of less than thirty students, for all of my 
primary years, so I have a deep connection with 
the sense of family and cooperative responsibility 
that the rural school environment encourages. I 
understand my primary role as one of serving the 
school community of students, teachers and par-
ents, in meaningful ways that can both support 
and encourage what is already established and yet 
to be established. I’ve had a look at the school val-
ues and goals for 2020 and I so identify with them. 
I have always enjoyed working as part of a team to 
achieve productive, relationally healthy, satisfying 
and long-lasting outcomes in the lives of children. I 
have already been warmly welcomed by some of 
you and I look forward to connecting and chatting 
with all. 
Denise Needham 



PEPS (Parents of Elphinstone Primary)  
 
Hello everyone 
 
Our first fundraiser is fast approaching, we will be holding a sausage 
sizzle at Castlemaine, as we have done every year, the sausage sizzle 
has always been a great success. 
 
Sausage Sizzle info: 
 
Date:  Saturday 29th February 
 
Time: 8am to 2pm 
 
I would also like to ask if anyone is able to make any cakes, biscuits, bread loaves or  
anything else you think might sell.  We have also done this in the past, it does very well, 
we will sell the biscuits and other things along side the sausage sizzle.  You can bring your 
cakes, biscuits, etc to school on the Friday to be taken from there or your could just bring it 
along on the day. 
 
There is a sheet in the kitchen for anyone who can volunteer their time to write your name 
in a time slot you are able to help. 
  
All the Best in the New Year, I look forward to interacting with you throughout the year. 
 
   Thank you all 
 
   Amanda 

Assembly 
We hold our assembly at 9.00am each Monday to celebrate  
student achievements both in and out of school, sing the  
anthem and inform students about  
upcoming events/activities. 



2020 School Office  
Information  

 

School Fees  
$135 per student for essential learning 
items.  
Payment methods are:  
Direct Deposit into the school’s   
account (see details below),  
BPAY, Cash or Cheque. 
Account name:  
Elphinstone Primary School 
BSB: 313 140 
Account number: 12078781 
Reference: (Surname/Fees) 
 
Family statement have been sent 
home with your child(ren). 
Please contact Tracey if you did not 
receive a statement or have any  
questions - 
elphinstone.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au. 
 

Uniforms 
See over page for uniform order. 
 

Camps, Sports and Excursion 
Fund  

The Camps, Sports and Excursions 
Fund (CSEF)  provides payments for 
eligible students to attend camps, 
sports and excursions. Families  
holding a valid means-tested  
concession card or temporary foster 
parents are eligible to apply. $125 per 
year is paid for eligible primary school 
students. A special consideration  
eligibility category also exists.  
Payments are made directly to the 
school and are tied to the student. 
CSEF applications are open from term 
one 2020. Application forms are  
available at the office. 
 

Absence Notes                                                      
It is a Departmental Law that all students 

absences must be formally reported and 

be accompanied with an explanation from 

Parents. Whilst we accept verbal            

explanations a written one is preferred. 

You can even text Brendan. Further notes 

are available in the foyer. Please save the 

notes attached to this newsletter and use 

them if your child is absent.            

 

2020 School Office  
Information 

 

Medical Details 
Student medical Information must 
be up to date at all times.  
Students with Asthma need to have 
their Asthma Plan updated every 
year and forwarded to school.   
 

Conveyance 
Families who are eligible for  
Conveyance Allowance only need to fill 
out a form once for their child's primary 
school years. A new form is needed if 
you need to add a child or moved 
house. 
To be eligible you need to live more 
than 4.8kms from  your nearest school. 
Forms are available in the office. 
 

Annual privacy reminder  
Our school collects, uses, discloses 
and stores student and parent  
personal information for standard 
school functions or where permitted by 
law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy 
Policy. 
Please take time to read the school’s 
collection statement, found on our 
website. 
https://www.elphinstoneps.vic.edu.au/page
/171/School-Documents  
For more information about privacy, 
see:  
Schools’ Privacy Policy – information 
for parents 
 

Phone/Email/Address Changes 
Please update any changes to  
contact details with Tracey by phone, 
email or in person on a  
Tuesdays. 
 
PEPS  

(Parents of Elphinstone Primary School) 

is a group whose main aim is fundraising.  

Activities throughout the year range from  

selling veggies from the school garden or  

veggies from home, lunch days at school, 

Mother's/Father's Day stalls  to organising our 

Xmas raffle and BBQs We usually meet a  

couple of times during a term over a cuppa to 

have a chat and discuss fundraising ideas. Of 

course little ones are welcome! 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
https://www.elphinstoneps.vic.edu.au/page/171/School-Documents
https://www.elphinstoneps.vic.edu.au/page/171/School-Documents
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/Schools-Privacy-Policy-information-for-parents.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/Schools-Privacy-Policy-information-for-parents.aspx


FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
 

Staff 
Principal / Teacher - Brendan Stewart 
Classroom Teacher - Nina Perry 
Education Support - Ebony Waldron 
Business Manager - Tracey Chapman (Tuesday) 
MARC Van (Library) - Jocelyn Russell 
Specialist  
Private Music Lessons/Class Lesson - Drew Thorpe 
Learn for Life - Gavin Alexander 
Chess / Robotics / Coding - Alan Isaacs  
SSU Chaplaincy – Denise Needham 
 

New Enrolments  
Parents/Guardians will need to provide to the school: 

Copy of Birth Certificate 
Immunisation Status Certificate 
Enrolment form completed and Medical Information 

 

School Fees 
To assist with the running of the school the school council will set an amount per child per annum in the 
form of School Fees to provide students with pens, pencils, exercise books, workbooks and other essential 
items. Fees for the school year will be published in the newsletter at the start of the school year.  
 

Timetable 
Commencement                              9.00 am 
Morning Recess                             11.00 am 
End Recess                                    11.30 am 
Lunch   (Eat first 15 mins)                1.00 pm 
End Lunch                                        2.00 pm 
School Finish                                   3.30 pm 
 
Specialist Subjects 
Library will be held on Tuesday morning 9—10.30am. PE will Tuesday afternoon 2.30-3.30pm and Art 
Wednesday 2.30-3.30pm. Music has changed to Thursday morning 10.15—11.00am. ‘Clubs’ will run on 
most Fridays after lunch when assistance available. 
 
Newsletter 
A newsletter is published fortnightly on a Thursday. This contains both school and community news.  
 

Special Lunch Days 
Special lunches are provided throughout each Term.  This is provided by parent volunteers and details are 
provided in the newsletter. 
 

School Camps  
Grade 3 – 6 Students attend Camp with other local small schools. Please see newsletter for more up to 
date information. 

STUDENTS ARE 
REQUIRED TO 
WEAR HATS 

OUTSIDE—At All 
times! 

PLEASE MAKE SURE YOUR 
CHILD IS AT SCHOOL BEFORE 

9am READY TO LEARN 

Vital instruction is often 
missed in the first 10 minutes 

of the day! 

If you are late, please sign in 
in the ‘sign in book’, in the 

office. 

Essential Learning Items fee per student $135     
School Council members have agreed to the above fee for 
2020. 
This amount will be added to family accounts in  
January 2020 and due for payment at the start of term 1. 




