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Principal’s Report 

Another heavily interrupted year caused by the COVID Pandemic saw 5 more school closures and lock-

downs, throwing the school program into chaos and condemning students and parent to weeks and weeks 

of home learning. It was a difficult time for all and we acknowledge the disruption and upheaval that we 

have all had to endure for the second year running.  

I truly hope that we can get some breathing space heading into next year and dramatic disruptions that shut 

down the school system will be a thing of the past. In 2022 we will continue to focus on student learning 

and wellbeing. I sincerely hope all of our students, parents & carers and staff enjoy a well-earned break 

from school over the summer and you should all be proud of your achievements throughout the year. 

Every year we farewell and welcome staff and this particular year we are about to undergo change with 

school staff. We say goodbye to Tracey who has held the school together over the past few years, she 

makes my and Alexia’s job so much easier by taking on more than expected and she will be sorely missed. 

That being said we are pleased to have the business manager’s position filled by Laura, who is keen to take 

her financial skills into the school setting. We also farewell Denise, our school chaplain over the past two 

years. Denise has been of great assistance to our families over such difficult circumstances over the time 

she has been with us. We wish Denise all the best as she winds down a little, but she will always be around 

and will no doubt be in contact with families as a member of the local community.  Drew and Gavin also fin-

ish their long association with our school and students and we thank them very much for the music and life 

skill sessions. We have just appointed another educational support staff member Nicole who will be working 

part time in our classrooms next year. 

I’d like to thank Alexia, who has bought so much to our school in such a short space of time, she is capable 

of leading the school in the future and is such a wonderful asset to our students. Along with Katie and Cliff 

we have a fantastic variety of skill sets to compliment and round off our educational program and we hope 

that they enjoy a well-deserved break from teaching and spend some quality time with family and friends 

over the summer. We are also delighted to have Alan coming back next year to develop our student’s ICT 

skills, including coding, robotics and Cad drawing. 

I’d like to thank our school council and all our parents and friends that have put their hand up to assist 

wherever and whenever possible over the past year. Led by president Trinity, 

our council consisting of Erin, Sara, Sam and Jess have led our school with de-

veloping new and exciting programs, fundraising and supporting our teachers.  

Lastly we farewell our three grade 6 students, Tegan, Leo and Hunter as they 

embark on the next chapter of their educational journey – all will attend Castle-

maine Secondary College and we wish them all the best. To our students who 

are returning – rest up, enjoy your summer and recharge your batteries for 

what should be an exciting 2022 school year. 

Brendan Stewart 

Principal  



Our Graduating Grade Sixes 
I’m going to start by saying thank you to everyone. Firstly Sue for 
always being a friendly, smiling face around the school. Second to 
Miss Dickson, for always being sarcastic, humorous, and overall a 
very fun person to be around. 

And last, to Mr Stewart. Without him my schooling would have 
been boring. I’ve been given many  

opportunities thanks to him. I’ve expanded my knowledge, had lots 
of fun, doing lots of awesome things. 

Thank you to my friends, for making me smile. I’ve enjoyed my 
time here, and I will miss it. 

Thank you,  

LEO EAGLE 

I’d like to thank Mr Stewart and Miss Dickson for teaching and sup-
porting me. And Sue who is quite new here and is always there for 
me, and Mr P who is always around to help me which is really nice. 
Mr Isaacs who is my coding teacher who has also done some tutor-
ing with me which has been pretty cool! I’d also like to thank Den-
ise who is always there for everyone and it has been great to have 
her here.  

I’ve had some great experiences at Elphinstone like Somer’s Camp 
and so many opportunities to grow.   

I will miss everyone at Elphinstone!   

TEGAN BARRY 

Hi, I am Hunter and I am in grade 6. I came to Elphinstone at the 
end of last year. I came from Harcourt Valley Primary School. 

The things I enjoyed best from this year are when we went to the 
Harcourt Organic Farm for our ‘paddock to plate’ projects. When 
we went to the farm I enjoyed picking the corn and learning about 
how apples grow. I had a great time going to the gym in Bendigo. I 
liked the trampoline that led to the foam pit. I liked it because you 
could do all sorts or air tricks coming off the trampoline. I also 
liked the Ninja course because I was really good at it and it was 
the only part of where you could run. 

The last activity I enjoyed was the online science because the ex-
periments were really enjoyable. 

Next year I will be going to CSC in Castlemaine. 

I would like to say thank you to Mr.Stewart for teaching us fun 
and educational activities and planning enjoyable excursions.  

HUNTER BIRD 



Chaplain’s Corner 

This year has once again presented some unique challenges to staff, students and parents alike, mostly by way of interrupted schooling because of COVID. But 
this little school community has been proven to demonstrate outstanding resilience. Great job everyone!  

I have had the privilege of sharing a half hour session with the kids most weeks, on topics that relate to well-being and mutual respect. In addition to this, 
many informal, individual conversations have taken place which have reinforced these sessions and enabled the dialogue and questions to continue. Topics 
have included:-  

  Healthy personal boundaries,  

  Bullying behaviours 

  Dealing with anxiety  

  Integrity 

  Dealing with conflict, anger, hurt and disappointment 

  Gratitude 

  Desensitisation  

  Maturity 

  Self-control 

  Staying out of trouble 

  Transitioning well 

  Respect 

  Kindness 

  Self-Talk 

Another highlight for me each week, has been chatting with parents and carers at drop-off and pick-up time. Between COVID lockdowns and restrictions, we 
also managed to squeeze in a Parent Hub, where we began discussions centred on parenting. Since then, at the initiation of parents, this has morphed into a 
regular coffee morning in different homes, which we have been enjoying since restrictions have eased. I want to thank the parents (and grandparents) who 
have shared so openly about the topics introduced and for their continued enthusiasm for meeting together next year. Some playgroup parents and carer’s 
have also expressed interest in joining us, so there is much to look forward to.  

As my tenure of chaplaincy comes to a close, I especially want to express my gratitude to Brendan and the School Board for having given me opportunity to 
serve the community in this capacity.  

I have so enjoyed moving quietly amongst the kids and getting to know them. I feel extremely privileged to have been invited into their lives, to have been 
trusted with their stories, joys and concerns. They are very precious young people and have been the source of much personal joy. I extend my thanks to each 
of them. 

The dynamics of this little school will change again next year, as the current Year Six students, Tegan, Leo and Hunter move on to secondary schooling and as 
others move into the upper school and new students arrive. Change is always occurring and nowhere is it more obvious than in a school setting. Yet, while 
change will bring new pressures and different challenges, the essence of emotional and mental security and stability for adults and children during times of 
adjustment, is very much dependent on the foundation of healthy attitudes and relationships.  

The end of the year and the beginning of a new year, are ideal times to reflect on, assess and celebrate achievements, as well as to pause and consider direc-
tion and vision for the future. 

I hope everyone has a safe and blessed summer break, with much cause for celebration at Christmas and excited anticipation of many new beginnings in 2022. 

High regards and affection 

Denise 



DISCOVERY SCIENCE AND 

TECHNOLOGY CENTRE 



DISCOVERY SCIENCE AND 

TECHNOLOGY CENTRE 



VIRTUAL 

SCIENCE 



We did Science... 

 Sparkler 

 Float and sink 

 Milk rainbow 

A milk rainbow 

is with food col-

Science 

We used a sparkler and 

we could hear a crackle 

and we could smell 

smoke. We made a milk 

rainbow. 

The sparkler  

Smelled like smoke. It sounded 

like pop! It looked like stars.  

The rainbow 

We put food colouring in it. We 

blew on it, it looked cool. We 

put detergent in and it went to 

the corners. 



How do rockets work? 

During literacy this week students were given a writing task to describe how 

rockets work, using diagrams and explanatory sentences. The extension ac-

tivity in the afternoon was to construct a rocket. Some students chose to 

make them out of cardboard and balsa wood while others decided to use 

‘Blender’, a computer program that enables you to design 3D graphics, 

which could, in theory, be printed using a 3D printer!  

VIRTUAL 

SCIENCE 



Bridge Building Technology 

Challenge  

As these pictures show, student’s 

engineering skills we were certainly 

challenged in this fun open ended 

activity. We looked at different de-

signs and related them to famous 

bridges around the world.  

VIRTUAL SCIENCE 



Miss Dickson’s class created some 

water saving posters to support our 

Resource Smart sustainability goal 

kicking. These will be placed around 

the school to remind staff and stu-

dents of the importance of saving 

water. 

In Discovery Science we investigated static electricity and used 

balloons to pick up paper and bend water! 







REMOTE 

LEARNING 



Procedural Texts 

During Literacy we have been studying reading and writing procedural texts, using the writing and language conven-

tions associated with them. Most students are familiar with Lego instructions which have almost no written words, 

just numbers and the occasional arrow! Apart from writing out some standard texts such as recipes and experiments, 

the students had to design their own Lego creation and photograph each step in the building process, and create their 

own set of plans. The success criteria involved students from Miss Dickson’s class building my student’s creations and 

I’m glad to say that they did extremely well—everything was built according to the plans! 



Cooking with  

Procedural  

Texts 

One Sky Many Stories 

We had so much fun working with 

Michael Sollis as part of the Castle-

maine State Festival. Students cre-

ated and practiced a performance 

piece which was filmed, and is cur-

rently screening on a loop at the 

Castlemaine Library. 

Bendigo Golden Dragon Museum and YMCA Gym visit 

Today we went to the Golden Dragon Museum and then the Gym. At the museum we saw Sun Loong, Dai Gum Loong, 

and Loong. 3 really cool old Chinese parade dragons. Loong means “Dragon” in Chinese. We also got to feed the fish in 

the gardens and hang around for a bit. Then at the gym we got to use the foam pit again and that was my favourite day 

of the term. - Leo 

 

Today we went to the Palmer’s Gym and the Golden Dragon Muse-

um in Bendigo. At the Golden Dragon Museum, we got to feed the 

fish and see the world’s largest dragon: Dai Gum Loong. We had 

free time to look around the museum and it was super fun. There’s 

this thing called ‘The Dragon Dance’ that I didn’t know existed and 

‘The Unicorn Dance’. While doing both of those dances you have to 

be really fit and acrobatic: two people go into the animals.  

The gym was also really fun. There were numbers from 1 to 9 and 

you were assigned into groups and Emma put you into a number, then you cycled through the course. The course includ-

ed the foam pit and huge trampolines. We had lunch at Rosalind Park and there were so many bats everywhere – I 

thought they were meant to be nocturnal! 

By Harley 





Here is what our students had to say about Somers 
Camp…. 

 

Leo:  

Somers Camp was probably the funnest (is that a word?) camp I’ve 
ever been on. I’ve met so many new people and done so many 
new activities. I wish I could relive the entire thing all over again. I 
know I’m really lucky to have gone and there were many people 
who didn't get to. It honestly was the “Experience for a Lifetime”, 
as it says on their website. I’ve made so many memories and new 
friends. It was awesome. For the people in grade 3 or 4 this year, go in 2 years. It's worth it. It's really hard 
to choose a favourite activity. Challenge swing isn't number 1 in my favourite activities because I was left 
shaking for 20 minutes because of the adrenaline rush. That was annoying. Anyway if I could choose 1 ac-
tivity to make my favourite I would choose Rock Climbing / Abseiling.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tegan:  

It was a life Experience. I'm so glad I got to go I  learnt so many 
new things the food was great! I met so many new  People and I 
have to say I do miss some of my campmates. I loved the chal-
lenges when we had to work as a team it got me and the girls in 
my hut to get closer which helped us get settled in. It was so 
good to met new people. The activities were great. We had so 
much fun. I loved the Challenge  swing. The adrenaline rush is 
awesome. I loved it. I went to the top of 18.5 metres. I loved it 
and wished I could do it again! Rock climbing was my favourite. I 
did the hardest one. It was awesome. We also got to go abseil-
ing. I wish it was higher. It was really good. Another good thing 
about the camp was the flying fox, it was good and I got stuck on 
it half way! It was so funny!   

 



RIDE TO 
SCHOOL 

DAY 





ANZAC DAY 2021 



CREATIVE WORKERS IN 

SCHOOLS PROGRAM 

We were very fortunate to be accepted as 

participants in the Creative Workers in 

Schools Program run by Regional Arts Vic-

toria.  

Our Artwork at Buda 

Kitty Owens installed our art projects at 

Buda Historic Home in Castlemaine. The 

exhibition included projects that the stu-

dents worked on during Term Two and 

Three.  

 



Creative workers in 

Schools update…. 

Kitty borrowed a First 

Nations Kit from the Melbourne 

Museum and gave everyone the op-

portunity to explore a range of in-

teresting artefacts. There was a 

Marngrook, tools, musical instru-

ments and a possum skin blanket 

amongst the items to come out of 

the box. It was an enjoyable morn-

ing of stories, questions and discus-

sion.  



Creative workers in Schools update….  

Students enjoyed our art session and house and garden tour of the BUDA historic  







In paddock to plate we picked the corn and 

there were so many different types like ba-

by blues, rainbow corn and more! We also 

went to see the dairy farm and see the 

cows. What I learnt about dairy was that 

you taste the milk while you are milking in a 

little cup and if it tastes normal they aren't 

sick but if it tastes odd they are sick. We 

also went to the Harcourt cool rooms and 

they were HUGE the fridges were taller 

AND wider then this school! We got to have 

an apple from the cool room and it was 

freezing! To keep the apples fresh and hard 

they keep them in a big room with no oxy-

gen and the apple lasts about 12 months 

hard after being in there and if one of the 

workers wanted to go in there they would 

have to let the doors be opened and let the 

On Friday last week we went to the Harcourt or-
ganic farm. We went to the orchard first and a 
man named Anthony talked about the orchard and 
how it grows but there was no fruit left on the 
trees. Then we went to the dairy cows and a lady 
named Bridget told us stuff about how to look af-
ter the cows and how to milk them. Finally we 
picked corn! There were 4 types of corn: mini 
blue, glass gem, strawberry and popcorn. After 
we picked the corn we skinned the corn and saw 
what flavour we picked. 

 

At the Pollard’s apple orchard they picked the apples on the trees. They trim the trees after they 

pick the trees. At the farm we picked corn. Did you know that there is different sorts of corn? The 

corn is little blue. I liked the day so much.  

 

When we went to the Pollard’s apple orchard, they get picked and then get on a machine and 

throw all the gross ones out, put in a bag and get sent to the market. Corn has all sorts of col-

ours. Milk and dairy products can be made into yoghurt, butter and cream.  

 

I love the cows and I think 3 cows were pregnant. I liked the lambs. I love the apples and they 

snip the trees. I love the farm, it was fun and did you know there is different corn? I like the blue 

corn.  

 

I love picking corn. It is fun! I have picked corn before, I love corn because it pollinates itself. We 

saw cows and a puppy called Poppy. I like cows because they produce milk, mmmmm and yo-

ghurt too– it is so yummy. The cows also have big eyes. 

 

At the Pollard’s apple orchard we saw how the apples were checked and we saw some sheep. 

After that we went to the Harcourt Cool Store, we got to have some apples. We went to the Har-

court Farm and we saw rainbow corn.  

 



Paddock to Plate—Cheese Making Experiment. 

This week our students looked at how cheese is made, separating the curd from the whey and squeez-

ing the cheese to make it resemble something like cottage cheese and after another day of drying Fetta!  



LISA 

CHESTERS 

VISIT 

PADDOCK TO PLATE 



Reconciliation Day 
 

Reconciliation day is on the 27th of May.  

Reconciliation means Acknowledging the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people as the first people of the land. 
We had a Smoking Ceremony. There was a small fire and there were 
some leaves that created smoke that we got cleansed with as well as a 
Welcome to the Country. This school has never had a proper welcome to 
the country. A Welcome to a Country is where the Traditional Owner, Abo-
riginal or Torres Strait has been given permission to welcome the “visitors” 
into the Aboriginal traditional land.  
We are going to be cooking some bush food. 

And we planted some plants like chocolate lilies, flax lilies, matt rush, 
midyim berry. ect. 

- Tegan 

Defibs for local schools! 

Funded by Community Bank Maldon & District, Bronwyn from CHIRP came and gave 

us a demonstration of how to use our new defibrillator which is now available for 

community access. 



Greetings from Camp Wilkin, Anglesea. Here are a few pics of our adventures, everyone is having a great 

time and we’ll see you all tomorrow!  





Junior School Council 

Whole school Junior School Council 

meetings provide the opportunity 

for students across all year levels to 

share their voice and ideas about 

the school.  

Meetings were chaired by Tegan 

and Leo and students make sugges-

tions about the clubs program, 

school camps and excursions, as 

well as asking questions and raising 

concerns or suggestions. 

Money in Miss Dickson’s Class 

Learning about money and financial maths in Miss 

Dickson’s class by setting up our own shops full of 

items. 



SCHOOL BUILDING 

WORKS 



Making Friends with Worry 

On Friday we had Helen from CHIRP come in and speak to 

us about worry and how to deal with it. The program was 

called “Making friends with worry” and it taught us about 

the signs of worry and what happens when they appear. 

We did an activity where we held our hand in a fist with our 

thumb behind our other fingers. The frontal fingers were 

like our reasoning and they were more powerful than our 

thumb. But when the symptoms of worry kick in, our 

thoughts overpower reason and the frontal fingers move 

away to show just our thumb, the thinking. This puts us in a 

“Fight flight or freeze” mode. Funnily enough these feelings 

are supposed to get us ready for something bad to happen. 

When we enter the fight type, our brain puts stored energy 

into our body, getting us ready for a fight. In flight, the brain 

once again gives us stored energy, but this time for run-

ning. In the freeze scenario, our body shuts down. Think of 

it like you're about to step onto a plane but your brain sud-

denly thinks, “what if the plane crashes?”. Sometimes you 

freeze, and stop moving. Nothing will get you to step onto 

We practiced strategies about what happens when we get 

overwhelmed and what we can do to help that. And we all 

talked about all our fears and she got us to do a thing 

called buzzy bee breathing.  I found the session lots of fun. 

- Harley  

Helen talked with us about  how we can look at the signs of 
worrying. We did buzz breathing and three part breathing 
which helps lots! We thanked Helen so much for coming 
into the class - Adele 

I liked learning about star breathing and buzzy bee 

breathing. I liked that I can take my own star 

home. When you are worried you can feel sick in 

the tummy or confused.—Lisa  

I liked the star breathing and I liked learning 

about the brain and how it thinks about worry—

Gilbert  



In the spirit of the Olympic games—what better way to 

transition back to school after 2 recent lockdowns than to 

hold our own ‘Elpho Olympics!’ 

We saw plenty of medals awarded in the competitions and 

everyone had a lot of fun! 



Music with Drew—

Sound experiments 

FAREWELL AND THANK YOU, DREW 

It was Drew’s last class today, as he takes a well earned break from teaching mu-

sic classes. Drew has been with us for 8 years and we have thoroughly enjoyed his 

humour and creativity with our students. We thank him for all of the things he 

has achieved, including writing and performing a song with the students in 2019 

and putting together our concerts each year. We will miss you!  

-Staff and students EPS 



CARDBOARD  

BUILDING  

CHALLENGE 



HALLOWEEN 

DRESS UP  

DAY  



On Monday this week we participated in an 
online 3D building activity called Tinkercad. 
We learnt to make basic shapes and other 
stuff like houses. We had two lessons, the 
second one having more complex stuff like 
how to hollow shapes and group shapes to 
make more intricate shapes. Some of the 
stuff I made were a coffee cup with coffee 
actually in it and a mallet. It was super fun 
and taught me how to use 3D shapes to 
make loads of fun and useful items. We actu-
ally thought as a class to get a 3D printer next 
year to print and model some of our crea-
tions! Nathan Reid 

We 

learnt about the Tinker-

cad website with some-

one from Quantum Victo-

ria and learnt how to 

make some 3D models. 

We built a coffee cup and 

I built a rocket concept 

which I then exported to 

use in animations. Leo  

On Monday this week we learnt how to use this new website called Tinkercad. It is a 3D shape building 

website. We learnt how to use the controls and build amazing things like coffee mugs and change shapes. 

We also had a free build and I built a NASA  rocket. Nathan Peter 



Music and Performing Arts 

Music is good because we 

get to use things like tam-

bourines and ukuleles. I 

like singing because it is 

fun, and I liked doing dra-

ma with the books—Greta  

In music I like it because 

we did drumming. We act-

ed out the books: I acted 

out ‘Rodney Loses It’—

Riley  

What I like about music: I 

like that Drew helps us if 

we are having some trou-

ble. He helps and I love 

playing the ukulele, singing 

and dancing.—Billie  

I like music because it is 

the best. I like the in-

struments, I like the 

singing and the acting.—

Lisa  

I like music, it is fun 

but it is also cool—

Bella  

Music is fun. I like playing 

instruments. The drums 

are my favourite, I like it a 

lot!—Romy   

Music is fun because you 

play different instruments. 

You can play ukuleles, pi-

ano and lots more, AND 

singing and dancing: I love 

it! - Seren  

I like music because it is 

fun. We did drama and I 

loved it. It was my favour-

ite.—Isabella  

In music we have been doing dra-

ma. I like acting—Xavier  



CLUBS 



MOUNTAIN BIKE 

RIDING  

At La Larr Ba Gauwa Park 



PICNIC 

DAY 



Peko, Dan and Starbucks (RIP) 

GALLERY 



GALLERY 




