Important Dates 2021:
January 2021
Wed 27
Teachers resume—
Curriculum Day
Thur 28
Students Begin Classes
February
Fri 5 YMCA In –school
gymnastics session
Tuesday 9
Welcome Breakfast—
gold coin donation
Fri 12 In-school gym
session
Mon 15 Gym session
Fri 26 Gym session
March
Tue 2—Wed 10 Somers camp—for selected students only
April
Thur 1 End of Term 1
Drink bottles
Don’t forget to
bring a drink bottle to school. They
can be refilled
throughout the
day and keep students hydrated,
especially in the
hot weather.

Welcome back everyone to the new year and let’s all hope we have little or no
interruption as we all live in a different world compared with 12 months ago. The
students have settled in well and we have already set up our routines and classes
are in full swing.
We warmly welcome Kylie Vacirca who has taken up the Education Support role
at short notice and she is looking forward to getting to know you all and working
with our team at Elphinstone Primary. I also would like to welcome back all of
our staff, in particular Katie and Cliff who are taking up our tutoring positions,
assisting with students in the classroom during Wednesday mornings for the first
term and hopefully most of the second with the funding that was made available
to all schools as a result of the pandemic.
We have a couple of exciting programs for the students already timetabled this
term. Firstly we are taking up an extended online science program
offered by the Bendigo
Discovery Centre, which
will happen every
Wednesday for Miss
Dickson’s group, and
every Thursday for my
group. It was very successful last year and we
look forward to extending the student’s
knowledge of science in
an exciting way. The
other program involves the YMCA Gym coming to school incorporating human
movement and dance and will occur each Friday for the first half of the term.
This year we undergo our school review, which is a formal time to reflect on our
performance and look at areas that we can improve. There will be opportunities
for parents and the community to have valuable input into this process which
will then inform our new 4 year Strategic Plan. This term the objective is to work
towards a self evaluation which will lead to the review during term two.
We plan to hold our annual ‘Welcome Breakfast’ this coming Tuesday, starting at
8am and we would love to see as many families as possible coming along, new
and old alike! As usual we will have bacon and eggs and pancakes. All we ask for
is a gold coin donation to cover some of the costs.
Lastly we welcome our new families, particularly or prep students Eva and Gilbert as they start their school journey with us!

@ElphinstonePS - follow us on Instagram!

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER
Welcome back to school routine for 2021!
I must say, it was really lovely to see everyone together in the first week back.
Growth spurts were evident and sun-kissed faces too.
I am looking forward to what this year may bring as we hopefully avoid more lockdowns.
Regardless of last year, the new year will still bring new challenges! Challenges always require us to change....our thinking, our approach to people, our understanding of our place in the community and in the world. Challenges and changes sometimes bring about feelings of ‘displacement’ which can be downright uncomfortable,
simply because we may not be in control of what happens. Last year was a perfect
example.
When I look back over the years and reflect on my many ‘displacement’ experiences,
I am encouraged by the ways in which I have been challenged to transition and
grow, mentally and emotionally, more so in ‘displacement’ it seems, than at other
times when life seems to be rosy.
So, my dream for this year is to grow in community, to support
each other in the rosy times, but more importantly when we hit
tougher spots, either as community, families or as individuals. It
is worth remembering that we don’t have to have all the answers! (In fact, I’m kind of put off by people who think that have
all the answers!) Sometimes the only thing someone may need,
is an empathetic, listening ear.
I’m also looking forward to getting together (at last!) as a group
of mums, dads or both, for a morning cuppa and chat at school,
as we had flagged during last year. Stay tuned for a date.
Please let me also remind you that I am here to support the
school community in whatever capacity I can.
Cheers
Denise.

Assembly
We are now able to finally hold our assembly at 9.00am each Monday to celebrate student achievements both in and out of school, sing the anthem and inform students and parents about upcoming
events/activities. We welcome parents to attend, it should only take approximately 15-20 minutes.

Home Reading
Home reading is an extremely important routine for students to get back into in 2021. All students have
received a home reading journal. These journals will be checked every Monday, but it is expected that
they have the journal available every day to record reading at school with an adult.
Students who achieve a milestone number of reading nights (25, 50, 75, 100 etc) will be acknowledged
at assembly. Home reading can happen with a parent, relative, sibling, friend, or even by reading aloud
to a pet—it’s all about practise and building confidence!

At Elphinstone our purpose is underpinned by our three values:
Integrity - All members of the school community - students, staff, parents and carers - should strive to be of good
character, to be honest and truthful, to care for each other and have pride in what we do.
Responsibility- Each and every member of our school community should be accountable for their actions, effort
and behaviour.
Respect-We aim for inclusiveness and to show consideration, empathy, attentiveness and courtesy to others.

