
Important Dates 2022: 
February  

 
Mon 28  
School Council AGM 
and follow up meeting 
5pm 
 
QUANTUM TinkerCAD 
drawing sessions—
online (grade 3-6)   

March  
 

Fri 4 Harcourt Organic 
Farm Excursion 
Mon 14  
Labour Day Holiday 
Fri 25 Excursion— ‘13 
Storey Tree House’ 
play and YMCA Gym—
Bendigo 
Mon 28 School Coun-
cil 5pm 

April 
 

Fri 8 Term 1 ends 
2.30pm 
Mon 25 Anzac Day 
Holiday  
26 Start of Term 2 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We have managed to navigate our way through the first two weeks of the term 

without any interruption and have started the school year on a very positive note. 

We still remain vigilant and continue to plan to be flexible—something that we 

think we do well anyway!  

We have some new faces at school,  Laura Naughton has replaced Tracey and will 

be in the office on Wednesdays, and we have Nicole Dubbeld coming each Mon-

day and Tuesday for Educational Support. We welcome Laura and Nicole to the 

team and look forward to working with both throughout the year. 

We are yet to receive our next shipment of RAT kits, as soon as they arrive we will 

send home with each student for families to continue the twice weekly testing 

regime.  We have several spare kits at school, so come and see me if you are des-

perately seeking one! 

We announced to the students this week that we’ve secured tickets to the Andy 

Griffiths stage play ‘13 Storey Tree House’ at the Ulumbarra Theatre in Bendigo 

towards the end of the term. We will also include a visit to the YMCA Gym—a 

great way to finish off the term! 

School council elections 

Each year we have vacancies on our school council, so if you are interested—

nomination forms can be filled out and dropped into the office. Chat to one of our 

parent representatives, Jess, Erin, Trinity or Sam to get a feel for the role and re-

sponsibility. It is a great way to become engaged with the school. Remember it is 

YOUR school and YOU have a big say!  

 

PLEASE MAKE SURE 
YOUR CHILD IS AT 

SCHOOL BEFORE 9am 
READY TO LEARN 

Vital instruction is 
often missed in the 

first 10 minutes of the 
day! 

If you are late, please 
sign in in the ‘sign in 
book’, in the office. 

 
Elphinstone Primary School - Like us on Facebook! 

Home Reading 
Home reading is an extremely important routine for 
students now they are back in 2022. All students 
have received a home reading journal. These journals 
will be checked every Friday, but it is expected that 
they have the journal available every day to record 
reading at school with an adult. 
Students who achieve a milestone number of reading 
nights (25, 50, 75, 100 etc) will be acknowledged at 
assembly. Home reading can happen with a parent, 
relative, sibling, friend, or even by reading aloud to a 
pet—it’s all about practise and building confidence! 



LATEST COVID UPDATE: 
Rapid Antigen Tests (RAT’s) 
Free rapid antigen tests will be available for the first 4 weeks of Term 1 2022. 
Twice-a-week testing will be strongly recommended for both students and staff.  
The department has supplied the tests to our school – you do not need to buy your own. 
When our next delivery arrives they will be sent home with each student and staff member. 
Students and staff will do the tests at home; they only need to report their result if it is COVID-positive. They 
must report a COVID-positive result to: 

the school by phone or the RA Test Portal; this is so the school can support them, record that they will be ab-
sent while in 7-day isolation, and let the rest of the school community know there has been a positive 
case onsite and that they should monitor for symptoms 

 the Department of Health via the COVID-19 Positive Rapid Antigen Test Self-Reporting Form or call centre 
on 1800 675 398.                                                                                                                                                                       
Information about how to do a test and how to read RAT results, including a how-to video translated into 33 lan-
guages, is available online.                                                                                                                                                     
Vaccination requirements                                                                                                                                                      
Parents and carers must have had two doses of a COVID-19 vaccine or have a valid medical exception (with lim-
ited exceptions) to enter school buildings.                                                                                                                             
All staff working in schools need to be fully vaccinated or have a verified medical exception.                             
COVID-19 vaccinations for students are not required for them to attend school but vaccination for students is 
highly encouraged. If your child has not yet had their first dose, please try to organise this before term begins. 
For more information on how to book a vaccination, including important information about vaccination for chil-
dren aged 5 to 11, visit Vaccination information for children and teenagers.                                                                     
Use of masks                                                                                                                                                                             
Students in Grade 3 and above must wear a face mask indoors at school unless a lawful exception applies. Stu-
dents must wear face masks even if vaccinated. Students are not required to wear masks outside.                      
Ventilation                                                                                                                                                                                  
We will also make sure that classrooms are well ventilated by opening windows and doors, to minimise the risk 
of infection. We have received air purifiers, which will be used around the school as an added safety measure.                
Vital COVIDSafe steps                                                                                                                                                           
Hand hygiene, mask wearing, and social distancing will continue wherever possible in Term 1.  

Conveyance Allowance Program 
Applicable to all students (whether attending mainstream or specialist settings in the government or non-
government sector). 
 
To be eligible for the conveyance allowance a student must reside 4.8km or more from the school/campus they 
attend. This distance is measured as the shortest practicable route from the student’s residence to the school/
campus using all-weather public roads drivable by car.  To be eligible for a conveyance allowance a student 
attending a mainstream school must attend: 

 their nearest government school/campus appropriate to their year level, being the closest school determined 
by the shortest practicable route from the student’s residence, or 
 the student’s designated Neighbourhood School (refer to www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au ) 
 
Camps, Sports & Excursions Fund (CSEF) 
CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps 
and sporting activities.  
If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. 
The allowance is paid to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions or sporting activities 
for the benefit of your child. The annual CSEF amount per student is $125 for primary school students .  
If you believe you are eligible for the CSEF fund, please send an email to elphinstone.ps@education.vic.gov.au  
and the CSEF application form will be sent via return email.  Alternatively, call in at the office to collect a copy. 

https://covidtest.educationapps.vic.gov.au/
https://dhvicgovau.powerappsportals.com/rapid-antigen-test/
tel:1800675398
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/rapid-antigen-testing-schools
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccination-information-children-and-teenagers
http://www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au
mailto:elphinstone.ps@education.vic.gov.au


Part of our Environmental studies: 

The Blue Banded Bee   

Our school is learning about the blue banded bee and trying to welcome it to our school 
and here is some information we learnt.  

The blue banded bee lives all around Australia except for Tasmania and they forage in 
tomato, chilli, lavender and basil plants!  They have bands of metallic blue fur across their 
back. But they only live for forty days! Sheeesh! They are also known as long tongued or 
buzz pollinators. Males have five stripes and females have four, they pollinate exotic and 
native plants. 

Some of the bees have different coloured bands like orange and there are 14 species of 
blue banded bees. It’s a good idea if you want them to be in your area to plant several of 
the same type of flowering plants together in groups and they live in solitary nests. 
 

This is what their nests look like!     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our school will definitely do more on this! 

Journalists: Nathan.R, Nathan.P, Bella, Seren, Isabella, Sam, Adele and Azza 

                                        Put together by Harley. 



School Council Elections - Information for Parents 
 

WHAT IS A SCHOOL COUNCIL AND WHAT DOES IT DO? 

All government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally constituted bodies that are given powers 
to set the key directions of a school within statewide guidelines. In doing this, a school council is able to directly 
influence the quality of education that the school provides for its students. 

WHO IS ON THE SCHOOL COUNCIL? 

For most primary school councils, there are three possible categories of membership: 
 
- A mandated elected Parent category – more than one-third of the total members must be from this category. De-
partment employees can be Parent members at their child's school as long as they are not engaged in work at the 
school. 
- A mandated elected school employee category – members of this category may make up no more than one-third 
of the total membership of school council. The principal of the school is automatically one of these members. 
- An optional community member category – members are coopted by a decision of the council because of their 
special skills, interests or experiences. Department employees are not eligible to be community members. 

A small number of school councils have Nominee members. 

For all schools with a Year 7 and above cohort, there is an additional category of membership: 
A mandated elected student member category, with two positions. 

Generally, the term of office for all members is two years. The term of office of half the members expires each 
year, creating vacancies for the annual school council elections. 

WHY IS PARENT MEMBERSHIP SO IMPORTANT? 

Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills that can help shape the direction 
of the school. 
Those parents who become active on a school council find their involvement satisfying and may also find that their 
children feel a greater sense of belonging. 

DO I NEED SPECIAL EXPERIENCE TO BE ON SCHOOL COUNCIL? 

Each member brings their own valuable life skills and knowledge to the role. Councilors may need to develop skills 
and acquire knowledge in areas that are unfamiliar to them.  What you do need is an interest in your child's school 
and the desire to work in partnership with others to help shape the school's future. 

HOW CAN YOU BECOME INVOLVED? 

The most obvious way is to vote in the elections, which are held in Term one each year. However, ballots are 
only held if more people nominate as candidates than there are positions vacant. In view of this, you might con-
sider 
- standing for election as a member of the school council 
- encouraging another person to stand for election. 

WHAT DO YOU NEED TO DO TO STAND FOR ELECTION? 

The principal will issue a Notice of Election and Call for Nominations following the commencement of Term one 
each year. All school council elections must be completed by the end of March unless the usual time line has 
been varied by the Minister. If you decide to stand for election, you can arrange for someone to nominate you as 
a candidate or you can nominate yourself in the Parent category. Department employees whose child is enrolled 
in a school in which they are not engaged in work are eligible to nominate for parent membership of the school 
council at that school. 
Once the nomination form is completed, return it to the principal within the time stated on the Notice of Election.  

You will receive a Nomination Form Receipt in the mail following the receipt of your completed nomination. 
Generally, if there are more nominations received than there are vacancies on council, a ballot will be conducted 
during the two weeks after the call for nominations has closed. 

REMEMBER 

- Ask at the school for help if you would like to stand for election and are not sure what to do 
- Consider standing for election to council this year    
- Be sure to vote in the elections. 

Contact the principal for further information. 



Prep-2 Class 
 
We have had a fly-
ing start to the year 
and have been 
keeping very busy, 
here are some 
drawings that the 
students have 
worked on—
featuring some 
“selfies” and depic-
tions of friendship. 




