
Important Dates 2025: 
December               
Thur 4 School Concert 
Mon 8 Assembly      
Tue 9 State-wide 
Orientation Day (new 
preps and Grade 6)     
Thur 18 End of school 
Year for Students. 
Farewell Assembly 
2.45pm                        
Fri 19 Curriculum Day 
(no students) End of 
year (for staff) 

January 2026         
Wed 28 Start Up Day                     
Students start 2026 
school year.             
Thur 29 Formal Classes 
Commence           
February                 
Mon 9 Assembly 3pm 
Mon 16 School Council 
5pm                           
Tue 17 The Resilience 
Project Parent 
Webinar 6.30pm 
Wed18 Gym Session 
Bendigo (also on 25/2, 
4/3, 18/3 and 1/4)
March                      
Mon 2 Assembly   
Wed 11 NAPLAN 
begins                      
Mon 16 School Council  
Tue 24 Castlemaine 
State Festival (fo 
schools)                       
Mon 23 School 
Assembly                    
Fri 27 AFL and Netball 
Castlemaine           
April                         
Thur 2 Term 1 finish 
2.30pm           

 

We care for and respect our school, and acknowledge the traditional owners of 

the land on which we learn and play, the Dja Dja Wurrung People.  

Dear parents carers and the wider school community 

It’s hard to believe that we’re writing the second last newsletter for the year, where 
has the term gone? It’s always a very busy time of the year for schools as there is so 
much happening. Teachers are concluding formal assessments and planning for the 
following school year. One new inclusion in our end of Semester Reports I would like 
to mention is the statement about your child’s wellbeing, particularly focussing on 
the check in data we gather every morning. It lets us quickly know students that are 
not quite ready to learn and we have been collating the results throughout the 
semester. It will also form part of our discussion when we have our StartUp meetings 
on Wednesday 28th January, the day before formal classes begin. 

Last week we held our bi-annual Shelter in Place emergency drill and the students 
performed their roles very well. The continuous ringing bell signals some type of 
emergency and everyone was ushered into the ‘Big Room’ where we discussed a 
possible scenario of a bush or grass fire. Have you discussed your fire plans with 
your children? Students were encouraged to talk to their parents about their family’s 
plans on a Catastrophic Fire Day Rating (FDR). 

Please note that our school will close on any day that is declared a Catastrophic FDR 
in our Fire Region. The department will be advised of the potential for Catastrophic 
FDR conditions through the Bureau of Meteorology forecasts. The department will:   

• wherever possible, provide schools and early 
childhood services with 4 to 7 days’ notice of a 
possible Catastrophic FDR day closure to enable 
schools to forewarn their school and parent/carer 
community 

• confirm the final decision to close a school by 1 pm 
the day before the Catastrophic FDR day closure. 

 

The Castlemaine Old Boys Association dropped 
by earlier this week to donate a package of new 
books which were selected from a range of 
award winning texts at Stonemans Castlemaine. 
Each and every year we look forward to the 
occasion and our collection is becoming a 
significant part of our own library. Pictured left, 
Isabella and Bill said some kind words 
demonstrating their gratitude on behalf of all of 
our students.  
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CARE – RESILIENCE - CREATIVITY 



OUR SCHOOL VALUES 

Care 

We show kindness 
and empathy when 

we care for 
ourselves, others 

and country.  

Resilience  

When things are 
tricky, we bounce 

back from the 
challenges we face. 

Creativity  

We are all unique, 
imaginative and can 

think outside the 
box. 

ASSEMBLY 
 

 

Thank you parents and families for joining us for 
our Assembly. This time we celebrated Sylvia. 
Sylvia is an absolute pleasure to teach. Her 
creativity is endless and she always takes great 
pride in her work. We are grateful that Sylvia is a 
member of our school and so do the chickens! 

Our last recognition Assembly will be held on 
Monday 8th November, where we will feature 
Elijah and Tommy  

 

SLEEPOVER 



Students have been revisiting kindness and they have identified 
ways to be kind to ourselves, others and the planet. Next, we will 
put these thoughts into action. 

Our Helper Hands 

A message about consent. 
Consent is a very serious topic that we address at school for all 

students. We recently read  a story My Superhero voice where we 
followed Nour around her community to learn how different people 

manage their feelings when they feel unsafe or uncomfortable. Nour 
didn’t feel very good when her Dad threw up a little too high when 

playing and she learnt that to be superhero you need to speak up. So, 
she told her Dad and he was grateful because now he won’t do that. 
Nour also  had a friend who liked to celebrate with giving kisses and 

she didn’t like that at all. So, she learnt to say 
‘it’s my body, it’s my choice’. We also spoke 

about what to say when people do things that 
make us feel unsafe or uncomfortable and 
that is ‘Stop it, I don’t like it’. We also spoke 
about how sometimes we don’t want to say 
something to the person so it’s okay to walk 
away and tell an adult and they will help you. 

Student’s learnt that whenever they feel 
unsafe or uncomfortable they must tell 

someone they trust. Students created their 
‘Helper Hands’ to identify who they can talk to 

at home, school or in the community. 



Miss Leehane’s Class  
Integrated Studies 

This term our topic is ‘Topsy Turvy Tales’ and we have 
focussed on fairy tales. In small groups we have chosen a 

fairy tale, created a backdrop and puppets and over the next 
couple of weeks we will present a short play of a modified 

version of our chosen fairy 
tale. 

Transition  

Our transition sessions have been going well and 
the prep/two students have done a great job 

helping the kinder kids settle in to our classroom. 
This week, we read The Monsters Party and drew 
our own monster. Then we sang 5 Little Monkeys 
and practised our numbers to 5. We look forward 
to another transition morning next week followed 

by a full day transition on Tuesday the 9th of 
December .  

Maths  

In Maths we have been revising patterns 

and practising making them, labelling 

them, continuing them as well as finding 

the missing elements in patterns. We’ve 

had great fun making our own patterns 

using blocks, counters and numbers.  



Mrs Rollinson’s Class  

Writing 

Students have been completing their narrative assessment pieces this week. The theme was 
‘mystery’. Here’s one of the creative stories written by Brigid: 

 

 

FUN 

FRIDAY 
 

Loving the creativity of drawing our own Pigeons. The 
writing that came with it was funny. Some Pigeons ate 

students, others ate baked beans or Sour Cream so 
they’d fart and even KFC and Tanks were on the menu.  

I am grateful to all of our students being quiet and considerate 
while their peers were sleeping during camp. I was also proud of 
the beautiful manners students used during eating times. 



Miss Saunders Class 
WRITING 

Over the past two weeks, the Grade 6 students have been working hard on their final 
writing unit for the year: an adventure narrative. Students have explored how to create 
strong narrative hooks using images, written descriptive paragraphs, and used the five 
senses to build rich and detailed settings. They have now begun drafting their stories, 
ensuring they follow their planner closely and develop a clear problem and solution. 

Last week, with only three grade 6 students attending school over two days, we took the 

opportunity to watch a BTN episode about Net Zero and climate change. The students 

then designed informative posters explaining what climate change and net zero mean, 

along with ideas on how we can help reduce our impact on the planet. A special mention 

to Luna, who created a fantastic poster showing excellent understanding and creativity. 

Students have worked hard to help design a Nature Fun Park. Students have solved 

many math concepts to be able to design the park. They have worked out how to calcu-

late area, hectares, volume and capacity. Students designed three of their own attrac-

tions, making sure they stay in the criteria. They also calculated the budget and learnt 

the importance of why we need to make budgets. Students are almost complete—once 

they have designed the park, they then need to estimate and calculate what profits. 

INTEGRATED 

STUDIES 

In groups, students have 

worked together to plan,     

design and begin constructing 

their products. They are 

demonstrating the im-

portance of how marketing 

works,  and how to make a 

product appealing to         

consumers. Students are  

using recycled materials to 

construct their product, and 

hope to show them in week 

10 or 11.  



3-6 Puzzle Page 



Pip’s Adventures  



Dinner’s Adventures 



Notice for the Fridge! 
Here is a list of optional Out of Uniform days we are participating in this year. 

There may be others that pop up but these are the usual ones. 

  

Thursday 18th December - Last day of School 2025 - Casual 
Dress day. Gold Coin donation for Police Blue Ribbon 
Foundation.  

*Remember you need to be sun smart so no singlet tops  

 

Local English Tutoring –  

Helping Students Thrive 

Hello, my name is Tallaya, and I am an experienced 
English tutor with a background in secondary teaching 
and a genuine passion for helping students succeed. I 
specialise in building confidence and improving reading, 
writing, and communication skills for students of all 
levels. 

Each hour-long session is tailored to suit the student’s 
individual learning needs. Whether it’s developing 
stronger essay-writing skills, preparing for VCE exams, 
or filling knowledge gaps, my aim is to make English 
engaging, accessible, and rewarding for all students 
wherever they are on their learning journey. 

One on one and small group tutoring available here in 
Elphinstone. 

For information regarding session times, fees or to book 
a trial session please contact                  

Tallaya Maher on one of the following, 

taymaher@hotmail.com  
0424790788 

mailto:taymaher@hotmail.com



