
Elphinstone Primary School - Like us on Facebook!

We care for and respect our school, and acknowledge the traditional owners of 
the land on which we learn and play, the Dja Dja Wurrung People. 

Important Dates 2026:
October                    
Sat 17 Trivia Night    
Mon 19 Tennis 
Tournament               
Thur 22 School Photo 
Day                              
Mon 26 Assembly 3pm/
School Council 5pm 
Thur 29 - Fri 30 School 
Sleepover                  
November              
Mon 16 Life Ed 
Incursion                    
Mon 23 Assembly 3pm/
School Council 5pm           
Wed 25—Fri 27  5/6 
Urban Camp Melbourne
December               
Tue 8 Statewide 
Orienta�on Day - 2027 
Preps and Year 7 
students                  
Thur 10 End of Year 
Concert (Evening)                      
Mon 14 Ac�vity Week 
(events excursions TBC)  
Thur 17 End of school 
year. Final Assembly 
3.00pm
Fri 18 Pupil Free Day
                2027                           
January                                
Wed 27 Teachers Start
Thur 28 Start Up Day 
(Students only required 
at their interview)        
Fri 29 First Day of formal 
classes

$ 881.70

Funds 
This Year

Dear parents carers and the wider school community
It has been a very challenging few weeks as Victorian School Building 
Authority (VSBA) undertook bushfire preparedness works with very little 
warning or consultation over the recent holiday period. As the main 
building is our designated 'Shelter in Place' (SIP)in case of an emergency, 
the VSBA guidelines require the removal of combustible materials within 
10 metres of the SIP. There was no consideration for the type or height of 
vegetation, therefore the entire garden area within this distance was 
removed without an opportunity for us to re-locate trees and shrubs that 
were planted within the past 2 years. At the time of writing this, several 
trees that were earmarked for removal have had a stay of execution, 
pending on advice from bushfire planning experts. I would like to thank 
and acknowledge the school community for influencing the delay in 
works, particularly the courage and determination of Sarah West and 
Helen Officer. We hope their actions have protected what is left of our 
garden, particularly the Ash tree that is situated next to the old flagpole, 
a tree that will be valuable shade for years to come. I also want to thank 
and acknowledge the school community for the respect and courtesy 
that was given to me over the past few weeks, as I am compelled in my 
duty as a Victorian Government School principal to adhere to department 
regulations and authority. 

On a much lighter note, we are holding our Trivia Night this Saturday and 
Trinity and Ethan have been working extremely hard behind the scenes 
to not only make the night a fun event, but to raise as much money as we 
can for the school. Even though it's last minute - if you know of any 
business that could donate any goods or services that could be raffled or 
auctioned on the night - let us know!

Lastly, we have finally settled a date for our School Sleepover, Thursday 
evening/night 29th October. Older students will have an opportunity to 
camp on the oval, and the classrooms will be converted to a dormitory 
for the night. All meals, including evening dinner, breakfast and lunch will 
be provided. Provisions will also be provided for students that do not 
sleepover, they can be collected and returned to school at any time pre-
arranged with staff. We do encourage, if possible, for students to be 
collected from school after lunch on Friday - however this is not a 
requirement as school will officially conclude at the normal time of 
3.30pm.   
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ASSEMBLIES 
2026Prep Transition Dates

We are planning our transi�on days for term 4, which will be 4 x 
sessions star�ng at 8.45am and conclude at 11.30am. This will 
encompass our 2 hour literacy block (9-11am) and include the 
30 minute recess (11-11.30am). The fi�h and final session will 

be the Statewide Transi�on Day on Tuesday the 8th of December 
where the students will a�end a full day from 9am-3:30pm.

Dates for the Morning Transi�on 8.45 - 11.30am:

Tuesday November 10th

Tuesday November 17th

Tuesday November 24th

Tuesday December 1st

Full day 9.00 - 3.30pm – Statewide Transi�on Day

Tuesday December 8th

Spend a minute sitting and taking 
in your surroundings using your 

senses.

What can you see, hear, smell, 
touch and taste?



Hi I am Bridget, I am the mum of Elise who is in prep and Morgan who is 3 
(but would very much like to be at the school too). We feel very attached 
to the school as we live very close and the girls loved playing on the 
playground on the weekends growing up. I work as a practice nursing 
team leader, and do quality improvement and risk management at a GP 
clinic in Castlemaine. My favourite part of my job is working with 
individuals with chronic health conditions to help them work out their 
goals and connect them with services. I also enjoy making book nooks, 
reading fiction and non fiction books and spending time with my partner 
Chris and our girls.

I joined school council because both Chris and I work a lot, and I 
sometimes felt behind on what was happening at school. I thought my 
contribution to the council could use my problem solving and creativity 
skills and would make me feel better for not being able to come to 
assembly (but it hasn't really, I still feel sad every time I can't go). My 
favourite council supported activity I have participated in was the pottery 
night. The hardest bit of school council is trying to hear everyone on the 
conference microphone, but I enjoy typing my ideas in the chat, and the 
one time I went in person.



Prep/1 Class Class 
Show and Tell

It has been so great to hear about all the wonderfull things everyone has done over 
the holidays. Thank you to everyone who shared their adventures and stories of 
what they got up to. We also got to see Zane's huge Ooshie collection, Elise and 

Indie's new fluffy toys and Tyson's moths and butterfly that he caught.

The 
Resilence 

Project
This week we have learnt 
about being an empathetic 
friend. We listened to and 

discussed the song 'You've 
Got a Friend in Me' and 

came up with poses to help 
us to remeber how to be 

empathetic.
Sylvia said "We can offer 

them a helping hand."
Daphne said "We can give 

them a hug."
Writing 

Last week in writing, we were 
focusing on sharing about our 
holidays. We also completed a 
funny writing task to go with our 

book for the week - Bamboozled. 

Thank you!
Thank you to all the staff, parents and students for 
welcoming me back. It's been tricky leaving my 
girls - as I'm sure all the parents understand - but 
the amazing community here has made my return 
much easier! Billie is 7 months old now and 
coping with my return to work much better than 

me! 

th



Mrs Rollinson’s Class 

Writing
Students have completed their verbal 

presentations of their holiday recounts. The 
use of cue cards made a huge improvement 

to the quality and depth of their retells. 
We just started our persuasive unit and our 
class text topic is: "Students and Teachers 
need a 4 day school week". There was a 

debate as to whether Teachers should have 
a 4 day week too. As they pointed out we 
chose the profession, and we love doing 

our job. However, if they want a 4 day week 
then parents will need that too so we let 

teachers stay!

Maths
We have been practicing our addition and subtraction 

strategies in Financial Maths the past 2 weeks. Students 
enjoyed planning and calculating meals from a menu 

and the cost of various clothes from a store. Students 
were challenged to calculate what everything costs and 

the change if using cash. 

PBL - MOOANA UNVEILED
Mooana is complete and the journal is ready for submission - hopefully, we'll win a prize. If not, it doesn't 

matter because we have our very own amoozing cow! Thank you to the parents who attended the unveiling, 
we hope you got some garlic bread - It was definitely a hit!

Health 
In Health, we have been 
learning about people and 
things we may take for 
granted. For one activity 
student created lost 
posters for a special 
person so they could 
highlight the amazing 
things they do that we may 
not show gratitude for 
even though we are very 
grateful. 



Puddles Play Dates

Thank you for 
having me Tilly.

I had lots of 
fun!



Puzzle Page

ELPHO’s



Notice for the Fridge!
Here is a list of optional Out of Uniform days we are 

participating in this year. There may be others that pop up but 
these are the usual ones.

Last day of School 2026 - Casual Dress day. 
Gold Coin donation for Elphinstone Fire Brigade. 

Tommy, Lucy and Greta are the first to achieve their 

individual 20 card goal!

Tommy chose free time for 15 minutes and Lucy chose 

double specialist class and Greta has chosen a treat at 

the shop on a warmer day to celebrate their 

acknowledgements.

The P-2 classroom achieved a puzzle piece and has 

reset their count, the 3-6 class are sitting on 70!









Castlemaine Secondary College – Year 7 
Transition Information

In the coming weeks, 2027 families will be sent book list information. We are in the 
process of confirming our classes and the staffing profile of our Junior School for 
2027. We are looking forward to getting to know our new Year 7s.

A reminder of our upcoming Transition Dates:

Family Information Evening – Wednesday, December 2: 5:30 pm-6:30 pm in the 
Gym (Junior School Building)

Orientation Day – Tuesday 8 December, 9:00 am to 3:15 pm

Sue-Ellen Pape
Transition Coordinator






