
Important Dates 2023: 
February 

Wed 15 Gym incursion 
(3/6’s 9.30—10.15 and 
P/2 10.15—11.00) 

Thur 16 Welcome 
Breakfast 8-9am 

Assembly 3pm 

Wed 22 Gym incursion 

Mon 27 School Coun-
cil 5pm 

March 

Wed 1 Gym incursion 

Student Ideas Pitch 
(Mt Alexander Shire 
Chambers—for select-
ed students) 12-2pm 

Wed 8 Gym incursion 

Thur 16 Assembly 
3pm 

Mon 27 School Coun-
cil AGM and follow up 
meeting 5pm 

Fri 31 Proposed stu-
dent ‘Showcase’ 11am
-12 Midday. Technolo-
gy Theme 

April 

Wed 5 Proposed Ben-
digo Excursion (YMCA 
Gym) 

Thur 6 End of Term 1 
(Good Friday 7th) 

We care for and respect our school, and acknowledge the traditional owners of 

the land on which we learn and play, the Dja Dja Wurrung People.  

Dear parents carers and the wider school community, 

 We have had a fantastic start to the year, all students have come in each day 
enthusiastically and eager to learn. We welcome Pam Rollinson to our staff and we 
welcome back all of our part time staff to the new school year. Katie Mawson will 
continue her Music and Art lessons along with Literacy support on Thursday and we 
welcome Trinity who will be in each Wednesday taking PE, Studies of Society, Envi-
ronment and Science, along with some literacy and numeracy tutoring. Trinity is re-
placing Mr Palmer who is going to come in whenever we need replacement teachers 
due to staff absence or illness. Mr Isaacs will continue his coding and robotics classes 
on Friday along with some chess tutoring. Nicole will continue her Educational Sup-
port role Monday to Wednesday. We also welcome Sophie Delahunty every second 
Wednesday to assist with student welfare. Sophie is a qualified Social Worker and we 
are utilising the mental health funding initiative that all schools are receiving in 2023.  

 We are holding our traditional ‘Welcome Breakfast’ before school on the morn-
ing of Thursday 16th February starting at 8.30am. We will have free pancakes and ba-
con and egg sandwiches for all students and extended families. We will send out 
notes for attendance to assist with catering next week. It will be a great way to wel-
come all of our new families and start the day with some yummy food! 

 Our Breakfast Club will commence on Wednesday 15th February where we will 
provide cereal, toast and every now and then something hot—particularly in the mid-
dle of winter. Our school has been offered home packs of basic food items that are 
available for families free of charge. If you would like one, please let me know and I 
can order them throughout the year.  

 

 

 

Elphinstone Primary School - Like us on Facebook! 

Class of 2023 

We welcome all 

of our new stu-

dents (back row) 

to Elphinstone 

Primary for an 

exciting 2023 

school year. Look-

ing forward to 

seeing everyone 

at our Welcome 

Breakfast next 

week! 



Volunteers needed 

There are several ways that you could volunteer at school if you are able and willing to help out!  

 Firstly, we are seeking parents to help run our clubs program on Friday afternoons, between 2.30—3.30pm. 

 Assist with reading in  the junior class in the morning. Please see Pam for more detail (in a couple of weeks, 

so the class can settle into a routine) 

 Help with the garden, such as mowing, weeding and general minor maintenance 

 Transporting students to local events and activities (requires volunteer to comply with our Private Vehicle  

Policy)  

All parents that are coming into school to assist need a current Working With Children accreditation, which can 

be applied for on line on the WWC website. 

 

School council elections 

Each year we have vacancies on our school council, so if you are interested—nomination forms can be filled out 

and dropped into the office. Chat to one of our parent representatives, Jess, Erin, Trinity or Susan to get a feel for 

the role and responsibility. It is a great way to become engaged with the school. Remember it is YOUR school and 

YOU have a big say!  

 

Switching over to Compass 

An important letter was sent home last Thursday which outlined a major change in the way we communicate 
with parents in 2023. We have signed up to a web and app called Compass which around 2000 schools use across 
Australia.  The app will allow notifications from school and give you the ability to explain absences. It will also be 
used for permission notes and payment for camps and excursions along with many functions that the school will 
utilise assessment and reporting. The letter includes instructions on downloading app and it contained your 
username and temporary password. If you have any issues with this, we will be more than happy to set you up at 
school. 

 

Annual privacy reminder for our school community 

Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for standard school func-
tions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy. 

Please take time to read our school’s collection notice, found on our website or we can provide a copy if re-
quired. 

We ask parents to also review the guidance we provide on how we use Google Workspace for Education safely at 
the school and what parents can do to further protect their child’s information. If after reviewing the guidance, 
you have any questions or concerns regarding your child using Google Workspace for Education, please contact 
the school. 

For more information about privacy, refer to: Schools’ Privacy Policy — information for parents.  

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Farc.educationapps.vic.gov.au%2Fsoftware%2F26%2Fdetails&data=05%7C01%7CBrendan.Stewart%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cb87d3aea80d34f2db4c308db09559934%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C6381
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/Schools-Privacy-Policy-information-for-parents.aspx


Prep — Grade 2 
We have had a fantastic start to 2023!  

In Reading, students have been learning to use their ‘Eagle Eye’ to 

help read new words and to find more information. Please remind 

students to keep their reader bags in their school bags. 

In Writing, we have been learning the 6+ trait—Ideas and created a 

list of our favourite foods and we all agreed ice cream and pizza are 

the best! 

In Sound Waves this week, we are learning all about the letter and 

sound ‘b’.  

Preps have been learning their numbers 1-10. 



We have started with recount writing during literacy. Students included the when, where, who, what and why, 

along with including some key words such as finally, later, then, next, eventually and firstly. Here are some first 

attempts: 

 

On Sunday I went to pony club with Dusky. Throughout the day we did theory, dressage, Show 

jumping and cross country. I had lots of fun being able to do different exercises and massages for 

Dusky’s back, shoulders, neck and bum. We did some gait work and pole work, to work on his 

foundation.  We did show jumping with pros and cons and I jumped 50 – 65 cm. It felt as if I was 

flying!  - Adele 

 

Today at school me and my classmates were practicing the four times tables. We made cards for 

practice. Eventually everyone made their cards and we started to do three times table. Next, we 

went to lunch.—Luna 

 

Today at recess Seren, Lisa, Harley and I sat out-

side on the concrete. Firstly we had a chat and 

eventually we got up and had a little play. Finally 

the bell went so we went inside. We had a lot of 

fun. 

 

Me and my mum went to the pool two days ago 

and we had a lot of fun. I dived in the pool. We all 

did it for fun and finally we got some ice-cream. 

Later we went home. Ashton 

 

This week in Maths with the whole class we did our 4x tables because I had to learn them.  It 

was fun then we went to lunch.   - Lucas 

 

On the weekend dad and I took Billie to dancing. After that we went to the supermarket. At elev-

en thirty we picked up Billie and went to a few other shops such as the deli and the art supplies 

store. Then we got lunch and finally went home. At one thirty Seren and Isabella arrived. We chil-

laxed for a bit then hopped in the pool. Isabella jumped in straight away and said it was freezing 

but… I didn’t listen and jumped in. It was freezing and it almost gave me a mini heart attack! 

Turns out the heater wasn’t on! But we got used to it. Adele and Lisa arrived at 4pm and got in 

the pool with us. Later that night we went to bed at 11pm but because we were all in the same 

room we ended up staying awake until 1:15 am! Eventually we woke up at 6:54 am. -Harley 

Mr Stewart’s Class 



We thank Essendon Football Club for taking the  time to 

visit our small school as they hold their community camp 

in Castlemaine and Bendigo. The students (and several 

parents!) were excited to see their heroes in person and 

get some insight into the life of an AFL player.  We had re-

cent captain Dyson Heppell along with Rhett Montgomerie 



ST UD

EN TS 

2023 Specialist Timetable: 

Mon  2pm—3.30pm Integrated studies 

Tues   2pm—3.30pm Library van/class 

Wed   2pm—2.45pm STEM and 2.45pm—3.30pm P.E. 

Thur   11.30—12.15 (3/6) 12.15—1.00 (P/2) Music and 2.30pm—3.30pm Art 

Friday  11.30am—12.30pm Coding 2.30pm—3.30pm ‘Clubs’ (middle weeks of term) 

Please ensure students are dressed for PE (runners) on Wednesday and also Friday, where we often play outside 

games and activities. 

 

School Council Nominations 

I would like to call for nominations for the parent vacancies on School Council. Nomination forms (either self or 

council) are available and nominations will close at 4.00pm on Thursday 23rd February. If an election is required 

ballot papers will be distributed and the ballot will close on Thursday 2nd March at 4:00pm.  

 

Assemblies for 2022 

We plan to hold 2 assemblies each term at a time that will maximise attendance and also place more significance 

on celebrating student achievement. Our proposal is to hold them at 3pm which is only 30 minutes before pick 

up. The first assembly will be on Thursday 7th Feb at 3pm. Reading awards will be issued, along with school val-

ues awards/recognition.  The following Assembly will be held on Thursday 7th March. 

 

  Term 1 School Assemblies: 

  Thursday 16th February 3pm 

  Thursday 16th March 3pm 

 

Parent-Teacher Catch ups 

Pam and I are planning Parent-Teacher catch ups over a week either before school/

evening from March 20th to Friday March 24th. Details, including a booking system will 

be communicated shortly. 

 

                                                                                                                               

PLEASE MAKE SURE 

YOUR CHILD IS AT 

SCHOOL                     

BEFORE 9am             

(Ideally between 8.40-

8.50am)                

READY TO LEARN    

Vital instruction is 

often missed in the 

first 10 minutes of the 

day! 


