
Important Dates 2021: 
 October 

 
Fri 29 Halloween Dres-
sup & Sue’s Birthday 
 

November 
 

Mon 1 Curriculum Day 
Pupil free day 
 
Tues 2 Melbourne Cup 
Public Holiday 
 
Fri 5 ‘Making Friends 
with Worries’ sessions 
for students (CHIRP) 
Mon 8 School Assem-
bly 9am! 
Mon 8 QUANTUM 
CAD Drawing sessions 
(grade 3-6) 
Tue 9 Shelter In Place 
fire drill 
Wed 10 5/6 Camp to 
Anglesea  
Fri 26 School Photo 
Day 

December 
 

Thur 2 End of Year cel-
ebration (After 
school/evening) 
Mon 13– Wed 15 Ac-
tivity Week 
Thur 16 Grade 6 run 
the school for the day-
Fri 17 Last Day of 
Term and school 
year!—1pm finish 

January 2022 
Mon 31 Students start 
school 

Dear parents and carers, 

 Finally we have a COVID update with some positive news! All schools will be able 

to recommence a range of activities, consistent with community settings and 

school vaccination requirements. Already our calendar has started to open up 

and it means that from Monday 1st November schools will be able to: 

 hold graduations and other assemblies consistent with community density 

limits  

 travel across Victoria for camps and excursions 

 resume interschool activities such as sport  

 deliver the full range of curriculum programs, including music and perform-

ing arts 

 conduct transition programs for kinder students beginning Prep in 2022 

and Grade 6 students transitioning to Year 7 in 2022  

 have a range of visitors onsite, including photographers, guest speakers 

and MPs  

Therefore our Anglesea Camp that was scheduled for November 10, 11 ands 12 

can proceed and they have indicated that we would be most welcome to attend. 

The students are very excited and the benefits of school camps are well and truly 

amplified in the current climate—it will be great for the children to ‘get away’ for 

a few days something that didn’t seem possible not that long ago. 

 

We are, with the help of Jessica Davis, holding the ‘Making Friends with Worries’ 

sessions for both classes on Friday 5th November. This is a child mental health 

initiative facilitated by CHIRP Community Health. A lot of attention and resources 

are being channeled into this space and awareness around student’s wellbeing 

have been front and centre in school planning and programming.  

 

Student’s artwork is currently being 

displayed at The Castlemaine Art 

Building . Art teacher Katie Mawson 

has linked up with Red Box Wildlife 

Shelter celebrating World Kangaroo 

Day which was held on October 

24th. Next time you pop in take a 

closer look! 

 
@ElphinstonePS  - follow us on Instagram! 



School values 
As a result of the School Review process held earlier in the year, it gave us a chance, as a school communi-
ty, to re-visit our existing values and evaluate whether they are still relevant and ‘fit for purpose’. After 
speaking with the students it became clear that the words ‘Integrity, Responsibility and Respect’ were 
written by adults for adults. The students wanted something a little easier to understand and both Alexia 
and I wanted something a bit easier to teach so we looked at what we could come up with. Here is our 
draft value statement. We would love your input so please look at the following and if you have any feed-
back we would love to hear it! 
 

Our purpose is underpinned by our three values: 
 
Care for Self 
Each student should strive to be honest and truthful and have pride in what they do. 
Each and every member of our school community should be accountable for their ac-
tions, effort and behaviour. 
 
Care for Others 
We aim for inclusiveness and to show consideration, empathy, attentiveness and courte-
sy to others.  We celebrate and embrace diversity, and value a sense of belonging within 
our community. 
 
Care for the Environment 
Students are thoughtful global citizens, caring for the environment around them and 
viewing the world through a lens of sustainability. We care for and respect our school, 
and acknowledge the traditional owners of the land on which we learn and play, the Dja 
Dja Wurrung People. 
 

Students working collaboratively in small groups on 
our values, discussing—Where do we use values? 
What do they mean? What situations do values be-
come useful or helpful? Some of their work is present-
ed on the following  page. 



At Elphinstone our purpose is underpinned by our three values: 

Integrity - All members of the school community - students, staff, parents and carers - should strive to be of good 
character, to be honest and truthful, to care for each other and have pride in what we do. 

Responsibility- Each and every member of our school community should be accountable for their actions, effort 
and behaviour. 

Respect-We aim for inclusiveness and to show consideration, empathy, attentiveness and courtesy to others.  

We have presented students work to school council and would like to hear from our community for 
any feedback. Please note that we haven't thrown out what we already had, we just re-worded parts 
of it to make it ‘student friendly’. Our current values statement, which is anchored to all newsletters is 
below for your reference. The coloured statements, below, have come from student group work and 
we could see that the statements could be easily slotted into categories of Self, Community and Envi-
ronment with many overlapping, depending on what perspective you take.  

Two pieces of student work 
talking about values and where 
they fit into everyday school 
life. Our aim is to make our val-
ues easily understood and ac-
cessible to everyone in the 
school community. Below is a 
copy of our current value state-
ment.  



Chaplain’s Corner 

Here’s some unique wisdom from 4 - 8 year olds who were asked, “What does love mean?” 
 
“When my grandmother got arthritis, she couldn’t bend over and paint her toenails anymore. So my 
grandfather does it for her all the time, even when his hands got arthritis too.” Rebecca, 8 yrs.  
 
“When someone loves you, the way they say your name is different. You just know that your name is 
safe in their mouth.” Billy, 4 yrs.  
 
“Love is when Daddy makes coffee for Mummy and he takes a sip before giving it to her, to make sure 
the taste is ok.”  Danny, 7 years. 
 
“Love is what’s in the room with you at Christmas if you stop opening presents and listen.” Bobby, 7 yrs 
 
“If you want to learn to love better, you should start with a friend who you 
hate.”  Nikki, 6 yrs. 
 
“Love is like a little old woman and a little old man who are still friends even 
after they know each other so well.”  Tommy, 6 yrs.  
 
Priceless! 
 
Have a great week. 
Denise 
 

It’s reading time! 
 
Using our school CUST funds, 
we recently purchased 20 
books that explore Indigenous 
Perspectives.  
Our favourite so far has been 
“Too Many Cheeky Dogs”, but 
we have a lot more to read and 
enjoy!  

Summer is the Best Season of the Year 
Summer is the best season of the year because you 
can go to the pool and the beach. You can collect 
shells. 
It is great for sunbathing. These are my reasons why 
Summer is the best. 
- Greta  

Summer is the Best 
I love Summer because we go to the beach and we 
get icecream. Sometimes we go to Grandma’s house 
and sleep at Grandma’s place. But it can get very 
hot. These are the reasons that I think Summer is the 
best.  
- Romy  



PLEASE MAKE SURE 
YOUR CHILD IS AT 

SCHOOL BEFORE 9am 
READY TO LEARN 

Vital instruction is 
often missed in the 

first 10 minutes of the 
day! 

If you are late, please 
sign in in the ‘sign in 
book’, in the office. 

Creative workers in Schools update….  
 
The art installation that was planned by Kitty Owens at Buda Historic 
Homestead is finally able to take place. This will be set-up at the end of 
next week. There will be more information to come about the final dates 
and visiting times for this exhibition.  


