
Important Dates 2021: 
October 

Tue 26 All Victorian 
students back in the 
classroom 

 November 
 

Mon 1 Curriculum Day 
Pupil free day 
 
Tues 2 Melbourne Cup 
Public Holiday 
 
Wed 10 5/6 Camp to 
Anglesea TBC 
Fri 26 School Photo 
Day 

December 
Fri 17 Last Day of 

Dear parents and carers,  
It has been a difficult transition starting term 4, restrictions have made it ex-
tremely frustrating for schools our size, some students are still learning remotely 
while their siblings are at school undertaking normal classes. Our appeals for ex-
emptions on the staggered return have fallen on deaf ears so we have to put up 
with this for another week at least. Hopefully we can get a clear run to finish off 
the school year, fingers tightly crossed! 
On a pleasing note we welcomed some new landscaping work connected to the 
toilet upgrade grant over the holiday break. The garden had some drainage work 
carried out along with a renewed gravel surface and a pump connecting the relo-
cated rainwater tank. The area around the old shelter shed was cleared and re-
surfaced with gravel. We have a little bit of money left over where we plan to re-
new the playground surrounds and upgrade the sandpits at the front of the 
school, this will most likely happen in January.  
We have our Curriculum Day scheduled for Monday 1st November, preceding 

the Melbourne Cup holiday, however I have taken notice of the start day of all 

students returning being the Tuesday 26th instead of the Monday. I’m not sure 

why that is, I was under the impression that it might be allocated to a state wide 

curriculum day but at this stage it is not the case. We will keep you informed if 

there are any sudden changes or announcements.  

With camps and excursions still on hold, along with swimming and parent gather-

ings, all of the things that make term 4 special are uncertain. The operational 

guidelines have not been issued and Alexia and I are anxious to find out what we 

can and can’t do over the remaining 9 weeks. I am hoping we can get ‘out and 

about’ in the yellow bus for the last week of school and have our famous school 

‘camp over’ at some stage.  

School photos, which were originally penciled in for this week, have been post-

poned to Friday 26th November. We are not using School Pix, which will please 

some parents! 

STUDENTS ARE 
REQUIRED TO 

WEAR HATS 
OUTSIDE—At All 

times! 

 
@ElphinstonePS  - follow us on Instagram! 

We welcome Sue 
Kelly to our staff!  





At Elphinstone our purpose is underpinned by our three values: 

Integrity - All members of the school community - students, staff, parents and carers - should strive to be of good 
character, to be honest and truthful, to care for each other and have pride in what we do. 

Responsibility- Each and every member of our school community should be accountable for their actions, effort 
and behaviour. 

Respect-We aim for inclusiveness and to show consideration, empathy, attentiveness and courtesy to others.  

Chaplain’s Corner 

Some years ago, in an orphanage in India the babies were dying and no one knew why. They were being 
fed adequately and had no specific illnesses, but they were simply languishing and failing to thrive. It was 
a busy place and chronically understaffed so there were babies that spent a lot of time alone in their 
cots. 
It was eventually decided to take the babies out of their cots and to simply cuddle them for a significant 
time each day, particularly as they were being fed. I recall that they brought other carers in to cover the 
extra time that this demanded. The babies began to thrive. Physical touch saved lives as their basic need 
for physical contact was met. 
 
So what am I getting at? As a parent, I would sometimes make use of appropriate, short term isolation as 
a way of giving some space for the child to rethink unacceptable behaviour. Of course, this was always 
followed up with a conversation about their reflections. It can be very effective.  
But on other occasions, the opposite approach was more effective. Let me give you an example.  
 
Sometimes, my three year old grandson can get cranky and uncooperative. I have learned that to spend 
one-on-one time just to cuddle him (either while chatting or reading a story) is more often than not, the 
most effective way to change his behaviour. So why is this? I think a cuddle makes him feel loved. I think 
it increases his sense of security. That specific and intentional time helps him to understand how much I 
value his company, his thoughts and his conversation. It seems to fill up his love tank and give him a 
sense that all is right again with his world.  
Mums and Dads are busy people and it is often really hard to set time aside for healthy, long cuddles. In 
the current climate of abuse, perhaps we have also learned to be cautious about touch, but I would like 
to suggest that appropriate touch is still very much an important part of a child’s emotional, mental and 
even physical well-being. 
It might also be worth bearing in mind how much children connect with each other at school via 
touch.  They wrestle, they hug. Of course, this has not been possible during lockdown. Even more reason 
to affirm our children with good, long and very appropriate cuddles. 
 
The official term used to define the failure to thrive through lack of touch, is 
Marasmus.  
 
Have a wonderful week! 



Miss Dickson’s class 
has been busy learn-
ing about measure-
ment, estimating the 
lengths of our class-
room, downball 
courts, and other 
parts of the school, 
before checking our 
accuracy by measur-
ing ourselves.  
 
We have also been 
doing some poetry 
this week. So far, we 
have looked at acros-
tic poems and the 
language feature of 
alliteration. 

Sunny 
Pretty 
Rainy 
I love spring 
Nice 
Gardening 
 
- Billie  

Football 
Oval 
Opposition 
Tackling 
Yelling 
 
- Riley 

Cats can catch a cow called 
Coco, who came for cabbage. 
- Xavier 

Seren smells socks, and also 
smells soap. 
- Isabella  

Dingoes dig for diamonds with 
dinosaurs. Cats claw carefully 
to capture cockroaches and 
cook them and crunch them 
while clawing.  
- Azza 

Clever 
Active 
Trouble! 
 
- Lisa 

Pearl eats 
pizza and has 
a party. 
- Romy 

Lisa Lou loves logs and lavender. 
Lessy loves Lisa Lou and lavender, 
they paint their legs lilac and 
livestream them, live.—Seren 

Grapes sit on a windowsill gazing 
at the gooseberry tree. Ducks 
dance on the water like dancing 
pelicans.—Greta  




