Important Dates 2020:
November
Fri 27
Curriculum Day/Report
writing. Pupil Free
Day. School will be
closed

December
Thur 10 End of yearAssembly 10-11am
(Live steamed and recorded)
Fri 11 Grade 6 ‘Run
the School for the day’
Mon 14 —Thur 17
End of year Activities/Events/Excursions
(Subject to COVID
regulations)
Fri 18
End of school year for
students.

1pm finish

Dear parents and carers
This will be the second last newsletter for the year—this last term has certainly
flown! It will feel strange ending the year without our usual concert/graduation
however today we have received news that parents will be able to attend our
planned assembly—with certain restrictions. We will still work on live streaming
the event, which will be held at 10am Thursday 10th December. It will give us an
opportunity to congratulate our graduating Grade 6 Students, Fianna, Riley and
Kane as they move into year 7 next year. We will also have some music and singing and we will attempt to record the session so parents unable to view live will
have an opportunity to watch.
Tomorrow is a scheduled Curriculum Day and the school will be closed.
With the gradual easing of restrictions we have been able to secure some activities in the final week (we are calling it “Activity Week”) the following is what we
have organised so far:
PROPOSED ACTIVITY WEEK TIMETABLE (STC)
Monday— YMCA Gymnastics visit—Bendigo
Tuesday– Aquatics Program—Kyneton
Wednesday—Mt Alexander picnic and Mountain Bike Riding. Students will either
try their riding skills on the beginners track or enjoy a picnic at the Oak Forest
and explore the surroundings.
Thursday– Aquatics Program—session 2 (Kyneton)
Friday—pack up and finish at 1pm

@ElphinstonePS - follow us on Instagram!

Drink bottles
As the weather warms
up, it’s important that we
stay hydrated. Please
remember to bring
along a drink bottle to
school.

We are starting to take
goods for our traditional
Christmas Hamper Raffle!

SCHOOL BREAKFAST CLUB HAMPERS
We have signed up for the School Breakfast Program for
2021 and look forward to offering a weekly free breakfast for
students. The program has provided us with a free hamper
for each family which consists of some long life products
such as milk, cereal and tinned fruit. If you feel that you don’t
need or want these items please pay it forward to someone
who does need it, or donate it back to the school and we will
distribute accordingly.

Preparation 4 Puberty
The grade 5/6 students know it as ‘P4P’ and we have concluded the 5 sessions
which were delivered by a mix of face to face and online learning.
We sincerely thank Bronwyn Grieve form Castlemaine Health for facilitating the
program—another spin off from COVID is doing things differently and thinking
outside the square. We. have 2 more session next Wednesday and Thrusday

At Elphinstone our purpose is underpinned by our three values:
Integrity - All members of the school community - students, staff, parents and carers - should strive to be of good
character, to be honest and truthful, to care for each other and have pride in what we do.
Responsibility- Each and every member of our school community should be accountable for their actions, effort
and behaviour.
Respect-We aim for inclusiveness and to show consideration, empathy, attentiveness and courtesy to others.

Student writing
As part of our writing workshops this week students learned several techniques to improve their
writing—how to “hook” your reader and get them to read on. One was to start with a ‘bang’ and
the other is to add detail to slow the story down and create tension. Their efforts were very impressive and we certainly have some budding writers in our midst. Her is what some of our students put together:

KAPOW! I beat mustard. My Kubfu used
powerful moves like brick break. That was
his strongest move. It involves a very fast
punch. And then Kubfu evolved into
Urshifu. I was off to the Crown Tundra all
my Pokemon where sent back home except Pikachu and Raboot…...by Sam

I saw it as soon as I rode Into the bay
on my motorbike…….A GHOST SHIP.
It wasn’t new, it was a very old wooden ship. The sails and flag were
ripped, the hull and bow were underwater a little bit, the cannons were
rusty and the mainsail had fallen off.
The guns were rusty but usable and
the captain's cabin was in surprisingly
good shape. A noticed a surfboard on
the beach so I
grabbed it and
swam toward
it…………….by
Seth

I picked a suitable candidate for a recruit. His name is Matlas and he is a cross breed of a
German Shepherd and a Labrador. When we started doing exercises, we had to make
sure that our dog could withstand the noise of rapid gunfire and be physically fit. Matlas
didn’t flinch when I saw the signal flare to start the running bit of the course and I had to
lead him by the side and order him to jump over tyres. At first it seemed difficult for all of
the dogs but Matlas began to speed up……………
On one occasion Matlas nearly lost his life. I was doing a daily patrol with the squad at a
local village. Meanwhile the squad leader was talking to a local with the interpreter. I was
tasked with checking the nearby house then I heard some shouting between a soldier and
a local talking about something. I didn’t know then I saw Matlas digging up dirt. I quickly
jogged over to see a package then some grey dust. Then I immediately knew it was an
IED. I grabbed Matlas’s collar and pull him away then when I was about to tell him off I
heard a ticking sound. I let go of Matlas’s collar
and ran to a ditch. Then BOOM! The IED exploded. Next second a rain of bullets came from a
nearby hill then my squad came around the corner and returned fire I managed to limp to cover
behind a ditch where Matlas was safe and
sound. By Riley

I open the door to a room. I don't know what room I just opened it. There
were cobwebs on the door. While the door was creaking open. All of a sudden there were some white clothes. But there was also a closet. There was
something sticking out of the closet. I walked over to the closet floor creaking. But then I get to the closet not knowing what it is.but then he opens the
closet door and it turns out that there is a ghost somewhere in the building.
While he was looking around he noticed something moved in the building.
BANG!!!!!! By Kane

I woke up with butterflies in my stomach, not feeling like eating breakfast or anything. I was nearly ready, I was in the car ready to go and we set off. The car was
going over bumps not making me feel any better, it was making me sick and under
the weather.
I had finally arrived at the cricket ground feeling uncomfortable and constantly saying to myself I can’t do this. I was also thinking on a positive note don’t worry about it you will be fine.
Phew, I thought I was glad that I was put at the bottom of
the batting order. Newstead ( the cricket club I play for )
were just dropping like flies. NO NO NO! I was saying to
myself, it was time for me to go out and bat. It was that I
was on strike my heart was pounding faster and faster,
shaking and breathing heavily.
The bowler was running in ready to bowl and then………
By Fianna

BANG! The sound of a horse hitting a fence.
My horse suddenly stopped. It was spooked and I
was going to jump and then I was knocked out. My
horse was running around the ring, as the people
were watching me they were wondering if I was
okay and I was done……...
By Adele

DING DING! The alarms sounded! Bang! A gun fired!
I rushed to the bank with the police. I am a bank
manager of a bank that has over a billion dollars. At
midnight the bank got robbed. . . . By Aiden

I ran to the airlock and put on my spacesuit. I put my helmet on and pressed the button to open the airlock. As the door opened, I realized
just how big space is. I looked at the Cat’s Eye Nebula which I’d learned to know
for the past five years. I pulled myself under the spacecraft and opened a hatch.
The wires to the black hole thrusters were cut. I started working my best to fix them.
After around two hours the wires were fixed. I closed the hatch again and pulled
myself back up. A piece of debris flew past me. I looked down, and the rope attaching me to the spacecraft had snapped…………... By Leo

I was heading towards the door of the old abandoned shack I was starting to
open the door for the shack creak... creak... th.. the door swung open with just a
tap on the handle. Thinking I could die in this shack so I’m taking maybe my
last look at sunlight. I went inside and the door slammed shut behind me I went
to open it but it was locked! I was locked inside I went upstairs thinking maybe
there would be a spare key. I went upstairs I saw a drawer. I opened the drawer
and I saw a key. I quickly ran downstairs I tried to open the door but it didn't unlock. I saw a shadow it was coming towards me!!! I thought maybe the key
could see it but I couldn't. I ate the key and could see the ghost at
last………….By Jimmy

This guy is after me! And there is a deep sinkhole. I have
to jump, ok here I go… oh no! I don't think I’ll make It.
Well that’s just great now. I'm falling to my death. So now
that I have some time on my hands I’ll tell you how I got
here. I was in class and I needed to go to the toilet. I
walked out and saw a man and didn’t think much of him
but when I came out of the toilet he was gone. Then, all
of a sudden he started chasing me! And now I'm
here……… by Tegan

Over the weekend I went for a walk around the
kangaroo trail but then half way through I came
across a family of kangaroos and I thought
what was I expecting? It's called the kangaroo
trail! It got worse, there were two males so I
ran but they kept chasing me and I thought
pooloalo (which means poop in my language).
Next minute it started to rain. But there was a
good and bad side to this. Bad that I was
DRENCHED! Good that the kangaroos
stopped. I was so hungry so I went to the
house but only to see 1000 termites so I got 20
tons of bug spray and then got a snack. Bloom!
(it means bye). By Harley

I tried to fix the thruster but nothing would work. I'm trying to escape from
a star exploding so I'm using my spaceship but my middle thruster is broken. Another problem is my space ice cream sandwich is melting so I
need to eat it fast. I realised that some of the wires aren't in the right
socket. It's also heating up very fast because of the star's shockwave. I
was about to fix the wires when…...by Nathan

Towards the end of
NAIDOC week we
were given the opportunity to plant
some bushfoods in
our garden, thanks to
local Elder Julie
McHale. We also created our own Rainbow Serpents using
clay and natural materials.

The Man on the Hill
One man named Bob lived
on a hill. He couldn’t see
anything so he chopped the
trees. He was stuck. Someone saved him. They went
home.—Isabella

The Lost Man
The old man lived in a cottage. He has a wife. He
lived. The end.—Lisa
We used this photo of a building in
Germany to prompt our writing.
The Lady Dog
There was a dog. She was a dog
named Lisa and she was stuck in a
forest and she lived.—Billie

The Man that was Lonely
One day the man was in his house making breakfast.
After breakfast he was sitting down and he wanted
to go in the forest. Then he got a chainsaw. - Frazier

On a hill there’s a forest. And it was winter. It was snowing. We went skating
down the hill and he fell down and saw a
town. He went back home and packed and
went in the forest.. He saw a snake and
ran to the town in ten minutes. He lived
happily ever after.—Riley

Once upon a time there was an old
man. He lived in a house then he
walked and walked. He once said to
himself “I like this house”. But then
suddenly, he felt lonely. He needed
some company. Then a dog came
and he felt better.—Greta

Joke of the Fortnight
Student—Hey Miss Dickson, would I get into trouble if I didn’t do something?
Miss Dickson—No of course not if you didn’t do it!
Student—Great, thanks. I didn’t do my homework!

STUDENTS ARE REQUIRED TO WEAR
HATS OUTSIDE—At
All times!

