
Important Dates 2020: 
 

 
November   

 
Mon 23 
School Council  
Meeting 5:30pm 
 
Fri 27 
Curriculum Day/Report 
writing. Pupil Free Day 
 

December 
 
Thur 10 Proposed 
End of Year Concert 
(TBC) 
Fri 11 Grade 6 ‘Run 
the School for the day’ 
Mon 14 —Wed 16 
End of year Activi-
ties/Events/Excursions 
(Subject to COVID 
regulations) 
 
Fri 18  
End of school year for 
students. 1pm finish 
 
 

Dear Parents and Carers 
What a busy week! With NAIDOC week shifting to November, we had 
to fit in our usual Remembrance Day activities  along with the contin-
uation of the Discovery Centre Science lessons. Luckily there were no 
clashes and things went smoothly, although we did encroach on the 
student playtime which did not go unnoticed!  
The students embraced the teaching and learning throughout the 
week and I hope that they genuinely learned something. It would be 
great to talk about what we did with your child as this often reinforc-
es the message at school. The only positive thing that has come out 
of COVID lockdowns is the opening of on line and real time events 
and activities that are interactive and ‘hands on’. 
 
With only 5 weeks remaining of the term, we can see our year ending 
quickly. We will finish on the Friday 18th, at 1pm as per department 
regulations, so the calendar has been updated accordingly. 

Fun in the sandpit! It’s not often you see the older students getting their hands dirty! 



Mr Stewart provided students with a visual 
representation of time, illustrating that our 
country’s history didn’t begin with European 
settlement. It spans at least 65,000 years. 

We enjoyed a special NAIDOC Week 
guided meditation online with Uncle Jack 
Charles.  

I really liked the smoking ceremony because it made me feel happy and 
grateful to be living in Australia. And I found out what the Torres strait 
islander flag green means the grass and the blue is the sea and the shape in 
the middle is a headdress and the five point star represents the 5 island 

groups. Harley 

When we were learning about Aboriginals Mr Stewart made 
a timeline  and it was interesting to see how long the Aborig-
inals have been here compared to how long we have been 
here. It is such a small time and they have been here for 
thousands of years, it is so nice to learn about the aboriginal 
people. Tegan 

What I like most about Naidoc so far is the smoking cere-
mony and how the people bathe themself in smoke By the 
way the ceremony took place at Bendigo. 
The Torres strait islander flag green space means land the 
black lines mean the people and the blue means the ocean 
the star represents the five island groups the crest means 
a headdress. Riley G 

Yesterday and the rest of the week we will learn about Aboriginal history 
and culture and the smoking ceremony which took place in Bendigo and Mr 
Stewart layed out a time and there was such a small European history in 
Australia and When Mr Stewart went to school they were only taught the 
European history. The colours of  Flag of the Torres Strait Islander people 
the green means land the blue means water the black means people the star 
means the five main Islands and covering the star is a headdress. The Abo-
riginal flag colours means the black means people the yellow circle means 
the sun the red means the land. Miss Dickson took us outside and we laid 
on the ground listening to the surrounding sounds. Jimmy 

What I learnt was 
about the colours of 
the Torres Strait Is-
lander flag and the 
meaning behind the 
colours of the flag. 
The colours are 
Green, Black, Blue 
and White. The 
Green means the 
Land. Black means 
the People. Blue 
means the Sea and the 
White is a headdress 
with a white star. We 
have also got the Abo-
riginal Flag and the 
Australian flag.      
Fianna 

Ms. Dickson took us outside to try and connect to the land. We lay 
down on the ground and looked around at the sky and trees. We lis-
tened to the birds and the wind. 
  
The Torres Strait Islander flag is green, blue, black and white. The 
green is the land, the black is the peoples, the blue is the sea. There is 
also a headdress over a five-pointed star. The five-pointed star is a 
symbol of the five island groups. The Aboriginal flag is red, yellow, 
and black. The top half is black, representing the people. The yellow 
is in a circle in the middle and it represents the sun. The bottom is 
red and it represents the earth. 
  
Mr. Stewart taught us about the Aboriginal’s time on Australia. He 
laid out a roll of toilet paper from the end of Ms. Dickson’s room to 
the end of his room. He then pulled 1 square of toilet paper off it and 
said “That’s how long European settlement has been in Australia”. 
It really was quite fascinating. Leo 

I  like learning about aboriginal history because I get to 
know more about their culture and what they used when the 
Europeans weren't here and how long they were here with-
out the Europeans.they were here for 65,000 years. Seth 



We went outside to take in our natural surroundings, imagining what it might feel like to have the knowledge to read the sun, 
the wind and the trees. 

Yesterday and for the rest of the week were learning about Aboriginal culture like we laid under a 
tree to take in the environment. Nathan 

Yesterday it was good to learn about the connection with the country and  laying on the ground 
looking at the trees and taking your mind off everything else. The Torres strait islander flag colors, 
green means the land, black means the people and blue means the water and the white star repre-
sents the five island groups. We did 15 minutes of silence on facebook. Kane 



I really liked the virtual tour because I was on an adventure and I went up and down the stairs. I discovered the flags 
and the statues of the soldiers. Sam 
  

In the pillars outside the Remembrance of Shrine are these tiny bits of iron which have rusted and turned some bits 
of the pillars brown and I found that quite interesting. It is nature for tiny bits of iron to be in the stone use in the 
building of the Remembrance Shrine. 
  
Yesterday the 11th month of the 11th day of the 11th hour for one or two minutes we were silent to remember the 
soldiers who fought in World War One. Riley G 

What I found interesting was the Devanha Life boat, which was used to land troops on Gallipoli. I found out that the 
people that were putting the Lifeboat in the Shrine had to dig a big hole to fit it in!! Fianna 
  

Yesterday we did the minute of silence on the 11th month of the 11th day of the 11th hour. For two minutes or so 
we did it to remember the soldiers who  fought in WW1 and all other wars. I was interested in the boat that landed 
soldiers on Gallipoli. Seth 

It was interesting to see that they had a opening  in the ceiling to let the light into the building on the 11 of Novem-
ber for 5 minutes so it would Shine on the words in the middle of the shrine the said,  “GREATER LOVE HATH NO 
MAN” that means put others' needs in front of yours. On Remembrance Day we got to see a bit of a documentary on 
how the ray of light works. It turns out that the light comes in the opening with the help of mirrors that reflect it in 
through  the opening.  Tegan 

There was a boat that was used in the landing of Gallipoli. This boat could hold up to 30-35 soldiers and in the sanc-
tuary there's a hole in the roof that on the eleventh day on the eleventh month on the eleventh hour the hole shine 
the sun on a stone that says GREATER LOVE HATH NO MAN.which means to put other peoples problems in front of 
yours.On remembrance day we watched a ceremony at the Shrine of Remembrance.the ceremony was to commem-
orate the soldiers of war. Nathan 
  



I thought the carvings of England and all the Australians was really interesting. England 
was like a goddess with wings and widespread arms, welcoming the Australians. Leo 
  

  
I was interested in the field medical kit which was a war momento in WW2. which is in 
a case at the SHRINE OF REMEMBRANCE in Melbourne. I was also interested in the 
boat that landed people to Gallipoli. Kane 
 

I found the hole in the roof interesting and that the sun only shined through it on 11 of 
November for 6 minutes and the stone says “GREATER LOVE HATH NO MAN”  it’s an 
old saying and it means put others needs in front of your  own. Harley 
 

There was a board with quite interesting facts on it. It was about a man who lived to 
the age of one hundred and nine years old. He was born in 1933 and died in 2016 his 
name was John Williams. There is a picture of some soldiers walking across wooden 
planks near a lot of deep mud with burned down trees surrounding them. There is an-
other picture of a camp in Egypt at the foot of a pyramid. In the second world war 
over ten million people died. The Devanha lifeboat number five is a relic of the landing 
at Gallipoli. There is a hole in the ceiling that only once a year on remembrance day. 
Jimmy 
Lest We Forget 



 

 

 

Sherene Clow, the LGBTIQA+ Community Engagement Officer, at CHIRP        
Community Health is hoping to gauge community interest in preparation for   
initiating a Rainbow Families Social Group in conjunction with Mount Alexander 
Shire Council’s Early Years Initiative. She is also looking for feedback from      
parents of students who are gender diverse and transgender to potentially set 
up support groups for both parents and their children.  If this is something you 
or someone you known would be interested in attending, please take a few  
moments to fill out this survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/N9XKVXX  
 and/or contact Sherene directly at SClow@cdch.com.au  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.surveymonkey.com%2Fr%2FN9XKVXX&data=04%7C01%7Celphinstone.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cb920fae2a2734e8da8b108d884f9f421%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637405556421106961%7CUnkn
mailto:SClow@cdch.com.au


STUDENTS ARE 
REQUIRED TO 
WEAR HATS 

OUTSIDE—At All 
times! 

Joke of the Fortnight 
Why did the student eat his homework? 

Because the teacher told him it was a piece of cake! 


