Important Dates 2021:
August
Mon 16 Science Week
activities.
Fri 20 Science
‘Showcase’ 9.30—
10.30. All families welcome. TBC (COVID)
Mon 30 School Council 5pm
September
Thur 2 Castlemaine
Library visit 2-3pm
Thur 9 Healthy Harold
Incursion
Mon 13—Fri 17 Swimming Program at
Kyneton Aquatic Centre
Fri 17 End of Term 3
October
Mon 3 Term 4 begins

Dear Parents and Carers,
With luck we managed to get in our excursion to BUDA last Thursday before
Lockdown 6.0 was suddenly announced. Another piece of surprisingly good news
is that we were back at school on Tuesday, after initially thinking that we were
heading for another week or two of home learning. The students have been remarkably resilient however we are ever mindful of the effect that the on again/off
again school situation has on students and families within our school community.
Let’s hope we can string some solid weeks together with no further interruptions
and our swimming program on the last week of term will be allowed to proceed.
With Mrs Russell, our mobile library teacher (MARC Van), on long service leave,
Katie Mawson has stepped in and taken up the position for the remainder of the
term. The service covers Chewton, Taradale, Redesdale Mia Mia, Tooborac,
Pyalong and Hesket. Unfortunately we are unable to access books for the time being, however we are planning our own library visit to the Castlemaine Library, with
Katie, in a couple of weeks time.
With the increasing demand on the use of our kitchen for student lunches, we
have decided to announce that Friday will be the designated day for hot/reheated
lunches. We have become rather overwhelmed each lunchtime and would like to
streamline this to one particular day. This includes boiling water for noodles, which
needs to be done by an adult. We can even extend each Friday to the use of the
oven, if your child has something that you would like kept warm. Just let us know
and we can assist. We also plan on having a ‘Sausage Sizzle Friday’ and even a ‘Hot
Soup Friday’ later in the term.

PLEASE MAKE SURE
YOUR CHILD IS AT
SCHOOL BEFORE 9am
READY TO LEARN
Vital instruction is
often missed in the
first 10 minutes of the
day!
If you are late, please
sign in in the ‘sign in
book’, in the office.

@ElphinstonePS - follow us on Instagram!

Music with Drew—
Sound experiments

Chaplain’s Corner
Are you a ‘list’ person? My kids find it amusing that I have always made ‘lists.’ Like
a lot of people, I make a list to go to the supermarket. I sometimes make a list of
things to achieve by the end of the day. Lists seem to be gathering more importance, the older I get! There is a weird kind of delight when striking off the completed items on my list. Even weirder and more pedantic, (confession time!) is
when I’ve done more that expected, added it to the list anyway, just so that I could
strike it out! Mmmmmmm!? Often my lists are quite mundane, but they do function
as an aid toward reaching a goal or deadline or to act as a catalyst for a new project or to keep me accountable for the use of my time or even someone else’s
time. A dated book of lists could even serve as a longer term, time/energy diary.
Lists are of course not everyone’s ‘cup of tea’.
However, besides the mundane, there are some lists that have more lasting value
even though they rarely ever generate a sense in which they are ‘finished’. They
are always revisited and re-evaluated. For example, what about a list of learning
opportunities. A list of character goals for my children. A list of wonderful or quirky
experiences that we could plan and look forward to. A list of people we want to encourage. A list of character goals for old age. A family list of ‘positive words’ to
practise. A family list of ‘kindnesses’ to share with each-other. The list is endless!
And as for some who may think this practice a bit ‘over the-top’,
well its really none of my business what others think! Especially if it
works.
Even though your face may currently be hidden behind a mask, put
‘smile’ on your list.
Cheers, Denise

In the spirit of the Olympic games—what better way to
transition back to school after 2 recent lockdowns than to
hold our own ‘Elpho Olympics!’
We saw plenty of medals awarded in the competitions and
everyone had a lot of fun!

Creative workers in Schools update….
Students enjoyed our art session and house and garden tour of the BUDA historic
mansion last Thursday. Kitty will be developing the artwork from the students into
mobile displays that will be scattered around the property.

