Important Dates 2021:
July
Wednesday 28th to
Friday 30th
Grade 3/4 Camp Swan
Hill—Postponed
August
Mon 16 Science Week
activities.
Fri 20 Science
‘Showcase’ 9.30—
10.30. All families welcome.
Mon 30 School Council 5pm

September
Thur 9 Healthy Harold
Incursion
Mon 13—Fri 17 Swimming Program
Fri 17 End of Term 3
PLEASE MAKE SURE
YOUR CHILD IS AT
SCHOOL BEFORE 9am
READY TO LEARN
Vital instruction is
often missed in the
first 10 minutes of the
day!
If you are late, please
sign in in the ‘sign in
book’, in the office.

Dear Parents and Carers
Another stint of Home Learning dented any chance of us gaining some momentum
starting the second half of the year but it was great to have the students back on
Wednesday after lockdown 5.0! Our number one aim is to ensure the students
have a smooth and supported transition back to face to face learning keeping a
close eye on their emotional wellbeing.
We also welcome David Close who is completing his final teacher round and will be
with us for the next 5 weeks, he will be based in the senior class.
A big thanks to Susan and Matt for looking after the chooks over the holiday break,
they have started laying eggs already! Apart from swooping magpies, they have
settled in well and are starting to follow the students around looking for a feed.
Go Aussies!
We came back to school to watch
Australia win 4 Gold medals in
swimming and Rowing on
Wednesday. The students will remember that for the rest of their
lives. It a nice way to return to
class and a pleasant distraction.
WE WANT OUR PARENTS/CAREGIVERS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK!
Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents/caregivers/think of our
school. The Opinion Survey is an annual survey offered by the Department of Education and Training that is conducted amongst a sample of randomly selected parents/caregivers/guardians (previously known as the Parent Opinion Survey). It is
designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of families’ perceptions of
school climate, student behaviour, student engagement and experiences of remote and flexible learning. Our school will use the survey results to help inform
and direct future school planning and improvement strategies.
Shortly you will be invited to participate in this year’s survey. . All responses to the
survey are anonymous. This year, the Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey
will be conducted from Monday 2nd to Sunday 22nd August.
The survey will be conducted online, only takes 20 minutes to complete, and can
be accessed at any convenient time on desktop computers, laptops, tablets or
smartphones and we will also make devices available at the school and will encourage you to use them when you are here.
Please speak to me if you would like more information.
Brendan

@ElphinstonePS - follow us on Instagram!

Being
a
ResourceSmart
School
ResourceSmart Schools is an award-winning program that supports Victorian schools to embed
sustainability in everything they do.
The ResourceSmart Schools program provides practical support to schools to reduce resource
use, make cost savings, integrate sustainability into the curriculum and share learnings beyond
the school gate.
As part of our involvement in this program, we are participating in
the Sustainability Goalkicking Competition. Each week during Term
Three, there are sustainability goals to be kicked. These goals will
be helping us to work towards the completion of the ResourceSmart Modules and there are also some great prizes to be
won!
Our goal kicking has begun with our use of reusable drink bottles,
recycling in the classrooms and now a regular update in the newsletter.
Stay tuned for more goal kicking and sustainability news!

Chaplain’s Corner
Life has a habit of throwing us curve balls! A ‘curve ball’ is something that
comes unexpectedly our way and calls upon us to adapt. COVID continues to
be a source of ‘curve balls’ and has provided opportunities to practise our
adaptive skills! It’s fair to say that learning how to adapt is a vital part of what
education and personal growth is about. Some of the most innovative inventions throughout history have resulted from people who were thrown ‘curve
balls’ and who were subsequently challenged to think and respond ‘outside
the square.’ The ‘curve ball’ can challenge our adaptive skills in a number of
ways: intellectually, emotionally, socially, physically and spiritually. I like reading
and hearing the stories that are beginning to emerge now, of people who have
successfully pivoted in the way they do things, or completely changed careers,
lifestyle and habits.
There’s always a positive and if we don’t actively look for those positives, then
we are wasting opportunities and worse still, wasting the frustrations that our
circumstances may be causing. Evenso, gratitude for where we
live in the regional area, is never far from my mind as I give
thought to others who are far worse off than us. Count the positives!
Looking forward to seeing you all again soon!
Cheers, Denise

Miss Dickson’s class created
some water saving posters to
support our Resource Smart
sustainability goal kicking.
These will be placed around the
school to remind staff and students of the importance of saving water.

In Discovery Science this week we investigated static electricity
and used balloons to pick up paper and bend water!

Creative workers in
Schools update….

Kitty borrowed a First Nations Kit
from the Melbourne Museum and
gave everyone the opportunity to
explore a range of interesting artefacts. There was a Marngrook, tools,
musical instruments and a possum
skin blanket amongst the items to
come out of the box. It was an enjoyable morning of stories, questions and discussion.

